Books That Serve as Writing Models
TEACHING RESOURCES

Title

 


Author

Grade Level
Type of Writing
The Jolly Postman, or Other People’s 
Ahlberg and 
1 and up

Letters from one folktale character to

Letters




Ahlberg



another
Gilda Joyce, Psychic Investigator

Allison

4-7

Letters, stories, journal entries

The Nutty News



Barrett

All ages

Parody of tabloid newspaper

A Gathering of Days: A New England
Blos

5 and up

Historical fiction in journal form

Girl’s Journal, 1830-1832
The Burning Questions of Bingo Brown
Byars

5-8

Journal if interesting questions

Dear Annie



Caseley

1-4

Letters between a girl and her 










grandfather

Dear Mr. Henshaw


Cleary

5-7

Story told in letters and journal entries

Strider




Cleary

6 and up

Journal entries

Catherine Called Birdy


Cushman
5 and up

Journal entries

Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
Frank

5 and up

Historical World War II diary

My Side of the Mountain


George

4-7

Diary

The Secret Blog of Raisin Rodriguez
Goldschmidt
6 and up

Blog entries

Jazmine’s Notebook


Grimes

5-8

Notebook entries and poems

The Private Notebook of Katie Roberts,
Hest

4-6

Diary and letters

Age 11

Onion Tears



Kidd

3-6

Story partially revealed in letters

Trial by Journal



Klise

5-7

Journal and scrapbook

Hey World, Here I Am!


Little

4-7

Poetry and journal entries from Kate,










also a character in Little’s books

Anastasia Krupnik


Lowry

3-6

Lists and poetry

Operation Red Jericho


Mowll

6 and up

Letters, maps, diagrams, photographs,










and other supporting materials

Autobiography of My Dead Brother

Myers

6 and up

Sketches, comic strips, and text

TTYL




Myracle

6 and up

Instant messaging (IM) transcripts

Z for Zachariah



O’Brien

4-6

Novel in diary form

Call Me Maria



Ortiz Cofer
6 and up

Poems, letters, and prose

Libby on Wednesday


Snyder

5-8

Writing group

Cherries and Cherry Pits


Williams

1 and up

Pictures that serve as prewriting for a










child’s story

Stringbean’s Trip to the Shining Sea
Williams

2 and up

Story in postcard form

Books That Serve as Writing Models (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

Title

 


Author

Grade Level
Type of Writing

Three Days on a River in a Red Canoe
Williams

2-5

Journal in words and pictures

You Have to Write


Wong

2-5

A poem about developing writing ideas

An Island Scrapbook: Dawn to Dusk
Wright-Frierson
1-5

Naturalist’s sketchbook/diary

On a Barrier Island

