Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World

TEACHING RESOURCES

FAMILY STORIES

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Alma Flor Ada, 

I Love Saturdays

A young child looks forward to weekends, Saturdays with

Elivia Savadier 

y Domingos 

her English-speaking grandparents and Sundays with her

Spanish-speaking Abuelita and Abuelito.

Cari Best, 

Taxi Taxi 

A story of the loving relationship between a little girl, a

Dale Gottlieb 




child of divorced parents, and her Papi, who comes to pick

her up every Sunday in his yellow taxi.

HING RESOURCES

Cari Best, 

Are You Going 

Robert attends his great-grandmother’s hundredth birthday

G. Brian Karas 

to Be Good?

party and tries to be good.

Anthony Browne 

My Dad


In Browne’s distinctive surrealist style, a young child celebrates

what he loves about his father.

My Mom 

A child offers a loving tribute to a mother in Browne’s

unique surrealist style.

Judith Caseley 

Mama Coming and Going 
Mama is distracted by a new baby and doesn’t know if

she’s coming or going. A warm and funny story about imperfections

and affections.

Karen English, 

The Baby on the Way 
Grandmother tells her grandson about her own childhood.

Sean Qualls

Carmen Lomas Garza 
Family Pictures: Cuadros 
A family album of all the special events the author

de Familia

remembers from her childhood days of growing up in

Kingsville, Texas.

Bob Graham 

Oscar’s Half Birthday 
An assortment of family members and neighbors celebrate

a baby’s first half-birthday.

Pat Hutchins 

There’s Only One of Me 
As they prepare for a feast, a young girl names her

relationships to members of her large extended family.

Angela Johnson, 

Tell Me a Story, Mama 
See text.

David Soman

Mavis Jukes, 

Like Jake and Me 
Bloom’s bold illustrations capture the strong personalities

Lloyd Bloom 




in a sensitive story about stepfather and son.

Patricia MacLachlan, 
Mama One, Mama Two 
A foster child is reassured that she will be loved and cared

Ruth Lercher Bornstein 



for until her real mother recovers from her mental depression

and the two of them can be together again.

Donna Jo Napoli, 

Flamingo Dream 

A girl makes a scrapbook to remember her last year with

Cathie Felsted 




her father.

Jan Ormerod 

Who’s Whose?

A delightful look at three families whose close friendship

has intertwined them into one huge extended family.

Linda Sue Park, 

Bee-bim Bop! 

A Korean American girl looks forward to eating “mix, mix

Ho Baek Lee 




rice” with her family.












(continued)

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

FAMILY STORIES (continued)

Author, Illustrator
Title 


Description

Eileen Roe, 

Con Mi Hermano: 
Joyous times that a little boy spends with his older brother—

Robert Casilla 

With My Brother 

playing ball, helping him deliver newspapers, and sharing

picture books together.

Gary Soto, 

If the Shoe Fits 

Rigo, the youngest in his family, always seems to be the

Terry Widener




one to get hand-me-downs.

TEACHING RESOURCES

Ann Turner, 

Through Moon and Stars 
Lovely, tender, but not sentimental watercolor pictures

James-Graham Hale 
and Night Skies

illustrate this story of a brave little boy coming to a strange

land to his adoptive parents.

Belle Yang 

Hannah Is My Name 
A Chinese American girl describes her family’s emigration

from Taiwan.

SIBLING RIVALRY

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Eloise Greenfield, 
She Come Bringing Me 
Kevin dislikes all the attention given to his new sister until

John Steptoe 

That Little Baby Girl 
his uncle tells him how he used to take care of his baby

sister, Kevin’s mother.

Elizabeth Starr Hill, 
Evan’s Corner 

Evan takes a corner of his family’s two-room apartment for

Sandra Speidel 




his special place and then decides to help his brother fix up

his own place.

Ezra Jack Keats 

Peter’s Chair 

Peter decides to run away before all of his possessions are

painted pink for his new baby sister. However, when he

discovers that he no longer fits in his chair, he decides that

maybe it would be fun to paint it pink himself.

LeUyen Pham 

Big Sister, Little Sister 
Little sister is tired of getting all the hand-me-downs.

Jeanne Titherington 
A Place for Ben

Ben invites his baby brother to come and play in his special

place.

Mildred Pitts Walter, 
My Mama Needs Me 
Bright illustrations show an African American older child’s

Pat Cummings 




desire to be of help, as well as his resentment, when a

baby sister arrives.

Vera B. Williams 

Amber Was Brave, 
Two sisters share the ups and downs of their life together.

Essie Was Smart

Elizabeth Winthrop, 
Squashed in the Middle 
See text.

Pat Cummings

RELATIVES

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Eve Bunting, 

The Wednesday Surprise 
For Dad’s birthday surprise Anna teaches her grandmother

Donald Carrick 




to read by sharing books every Wednesday night when her

grandma comes to babysit.

Jeannette Caines, 
Just Us Women 

Realistic illustrations detail the fun that African American

Pat Cummings 




women plan to have on their special trip to North Carolina

in Aunt Martha’s new car.

Judith Caseley 

Dear Annie 

Annie’s grandfather celebrates his love for her through his

many letters and postcards.

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

RELATIVES (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Andrea Cheng, 

Grandfather Counts 
Helen and her Chinese grandfather learn to speak each

Ange Zhang 




other’s language.

Jane Cutler, 

The Birthday Doll 

A grandmother helps her granddaughter to appreciate the

Hiroe Nakata 




gift of a rag doll.

Tomie dePaola 

Watch Out for the Chicken Joey and his friend Eugene visit Joey’s Italian grandmother.

Feet in Your Soup

Nana Upstairs and Nana 
See text.

Downstairs

Now One Foot, Now 
See text.

the Other

Tom 


See text.

Elizabeth Fitzgerald 
Aunt Flossie’s Hats 
Two sisters listen to the stories of their great-great aunt’s

Howard, 

(and Crab Cakes Later) 
many hats.

James Ransome

René Colato Laínez, 
Playing Lotería/El juego 
See text.

Jill Arena 

deloa lotería

Patricia MacLachlan, 
Through Grandpa’s Eyes 
A tender story in which the grandson realizes that his blind

Deborah Ray 




grandfather has many ways of seeing.

Sonia Manzano, 

No Dogs Allowed 

Members of an extended Latino family trek off to the beach

Jon Muth 




with the pet dog only to find that no dogs are allowed.

Margaree King Mitchell, 
Uncle Jed’s Barbershop 
Uncle Jed puts off his dreams to help others during the

James Ransome 




Depression.

Pat Mora, 

Pablo’s Tree 

Pablo’s grandfather planted a tree when Pablo was born,

Cecily Lang 




and each year he decorates it as Pablo’s special birthday

surprise.

Patricia Polacco 

Thunder Cake 

A little girl is terrified of thunder until her Russian grandmother

teaches her to make a special Thunder Cake.

Jama Kim Rattigan, 
Dumpling Soup 

Marisa is finally old enough to contribute to her family’s

Lillian Hsu-Flanders 



New Year festival in Hawaii.

Cynthia Rylant, 

The Relatives Came 
See text.

Stephen Gammell

Mary Stolz, 

Storm in the Night 
A grandfather and grandson sit together in the dark and

Pat Cummings 




enjoy the sounds and smells of the rain.

(continued)

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

RELATIVES (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Jacqueline Woodson, 
We Had a Picnic This 
See text.

Diane Greenseid 

Sunday Past

Jacqueline Woodson, 
Our Gracie Aunt 

Abandoned by their sick mother, a brother and sister find

Jon J. Muth 




love in the home of an aunt.

FAMILY HISTORY

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Lynne Barasch 

Radio Rescue 

A young ham radio operator, the author’s father, helps out

in a hurricane in the 1920s.

Sandra Belton, 

Beauty, Her Basket 
Grandmother shares the history of the Sea Islands baskets

Cozbi A. Cabrera 




with her granddaughter.

Maire Bradby, 

Once Upon a Farm 
A young boy recalls the halcyon days on his farm.

Ted Rand

Barbara Cooney 

Island Boy 

Stunning pictures portray seascapes and the family members

who make up four generations of a New England

family who settled on Tibbett’s Island.

Hattie and the Wild 
Cooney describes the affluent life of her mother growing

Waves 


up in Brooklyn and then Long Island while searching for

her life’s work.

Valerie Flournoy, 

The Patchwork Quilt 
See text.

Jerry Pinkney

Janice N. Harrington, 
Going North

An African American family makes the long trip North for a

Jerome Lagarrigue 



better life.

Claire Hartfield, 

Me and Uncle Romie 
James travels to New York City to visit his uncle, the artist

Jerome Lagarrigue 



Romare Bearden.

Tony Johnston, 

That Summer 

A boy recalls a summer that changed his life.

Barry Moser

Riki Levinson, 

Watch the Stars Come
Impressionistic watercolors detail the journey two young

Diane Goode 

Out


children make alone on a ship from Europe to their strange

new home in America.

Patricia C. McKissack, 
Goin’ Someplace 

Tricia Ann takes a bus trip in the segregated South of the

Jerry Pinkney 

Special 


1950s.

Margaree King 

Uncle Jed’s Barbershop 
See text.

Mitchell,

James Ransome

Willie Perdomo, 

Visiting Langston 

An aspiring writer visits Langston Hughes in Harlem.

Bryan Collier

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

ACHING RESOURCES

FAMILY HISTORY

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Patricia Polacco 

The Keeping Quilt 
See text.

Allen Say 

Grandfather’s Journey 
See text.

Tea with Milk 

See text.

Jacqueline Woodson, 
Coming On Home Soon 
A young girl and her grandmother are separated from

E. B. Lewis 




Mama when she moves North to work during World War II.

FAMILIAR EXPERIENCES

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Cari Best, 

Goose’s Story 

A young girl finds an injured Canada goose and learns a

Holly Meade 




lesson about disabilities.

Carol Carrick, 

The Accident 

This story describes Christopher’s dismay when his dog,

Donald Carrick Bodger, 



is run over by a truck and killed. Children facing

the death of a pet may find comfort in the book.

Miriam Cohen, 

Will I Have a Friend?, 
Illustrations of a multicultural first-grade classroom are

Lillian Hoban 

When Will I Read?, 
as warm and reassuring as Jim’s teachers and friendly

Best Friends, and others 
classmates are as they face the everyday worries of young

children.

Tomie dePaola 

Stage Struck 

Young Tommy tries to take over the class play when he

doesn’t get the lead role.

Patricia Lee Gauch, 
Presenting Tanya, Ugly 
A series of warmhearted stories about Tanya, who loves

Satomi Ichikawa 

Duckling, and others 
to dance.

Bob Graham 

“Let’s Get a Pup!” 
See text.

said Kate

Juanita Havill, 

Jamaica and the 

Jamaica is an irrepressible young African American girl

Anne Sibley O’Brien 
Substitute Teacher,
whose experiences are warmly related. In this book a

and others special teacher helps her to understand that copying someone else’s work isn’t necessary and that she doesn’t have

to be perfect to be special.

Florence Parry 

Some Things Are Scary 
A reassuring look at childhood anxieties.

Heide, Jules Feiffer

Paul B. Johnson and 
Lost 


A child never gives up hope that her lost dog will be found.

Celeste Lewis

Ezra Jack Keats 

The Snowy Day, Whistle 
See text.

for Willie, and others

Antonio Hernández 
Blanca’s Feather 

A little girl loses her pet hen at the blessing of the animals

Madrigal, 




on St. Francis of Assisi Day.

Gerrardo Suzán

(continued)

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

FAMILIAR EXPERIENCES (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Robert McCloskey 
One Morning in Maine 
Sal announces her loose tooth to anyone who will listen.

Story and illustrations show how important such changes

are to young children.

Isaac Millman 

Moses Goes to a Concert 
Moses and his other deaf classmates go to a concert where

they hold balloons on their laps to feel the vibrations and

are introduced to the orchestra’s deaf percussionist.

Leslea Newman, 

The Best Cat in the World
 A young boy struggles to deal with the death of his cat

Ron Himler 




and with a new kitten who is very different in nature.

Lynne Rae Perkins 
The Broken Cat

 A child waits with his injured cat and is comforted by his

mother’s recollections of her own broken arm.

Mary Ann Rodman, 
My Best Friend 

A young girl tries hard to make friends with an older girl

E. B. Lewis 




at the swimming pool.

Marc Simont 

The Stray Dog: From a 
A family picnics in the park and encounters a stray dog,

True Story by Reiko Sassa whom they can’t forget.

John Steptoe 

Stevie 


Robert resents Stevie, who stays at Robert’s house every

day while Stevie’s mother goes to work, but Robert realizes

that he misses Stevie after he goes back to his family.

Judith Viorst, 

The Tenth Good Thing 
The little black-and-white ink sketches by Erik Blegvad

Erik Blegvad 

about Barney 

underscore the sincerity of this story of a boy’s first experience

with death.

Judith Viorst, 

Alexander and the 
Cruz’s illustrations add to these wonderfully funny stories

Ray Cruz 

Terrible, Horrible, No 
about the frustrations of being a kid.

Good, Very Bad Day,

and others

Bernard Waber 

Ira Sleeps Over

Illustrations reflect Ira’s dilemma as he tries to decide if he

will take his teddy bear to his first sleepover.

Vera B. Williams 

Something Special for 
See text.

Me and A Chair for My

Mother

Music, Music 

Rosa uses her birthday accordion to earn money to help

for Everyone 

pay the bills.

APPRECIATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Jan Andrews, 

Very Last First Time 
In this picture of life in the Inuit village of Ungava Bay in

Ian Wallace 




northern Canada, an Inuit girl goes to gather mussels alone

for the first time.

Barbara Helen Berger 
All the Way to Lhasa: 
A boy and his yak overcome obstacles and travel to Lhasa,

A Tale From Tibet 
Tibet.

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

APPRECIATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY (continued)

Author, Illustrator
Title 


Description

Eve Bunting, 

How Many Days to 
Bunting tells the story of a Cuban family’s flight to America

Beth Peck

America? A Thanksgiving
in a small boat.

Story

Eve Bunting, 

One Green Apple 
A Middle Eastern girl finds a way to connect to her new

Ted Rand 




American classmates.

Julie Cummins, 

Country Kid, City Kid 
A boy and a girl live in different places but are very much

Ted Rand 




alike.

Ina Cumpiano, 

Quinto’s Neighborhood/ 
A young Latino boy describes his neighborhood and the

José Ramírez 

El Vecindario de Quinto 
people that make it a community.

Nigel Gray, 

A Country Far Away 
Two children—one black, one white—wake, sleep, play,

Philippe Dupasquier 



eat, and share in family life on opposite sides of the globe.

Florence Parry Heide and 
The Day of Ahmed’s 
See text.

Judith Heide Gilliland, 
Secret

Ted Lewin

Sami and the Time of the 
A young boy must struggle to maintain a normal life

Troubles 

during the war in Lebanon.

Mary Hoffman, 

The Color of Home 
Hassan, a refuge from Somalia, tries to adjust to his first

Karin Littlewood 




days of school and new home in America.

Rachel Isadora 

At the Crossroads
After children wait all day and all night for their fathers to

come home after ten months of working in the mines in

South Africa, they share a joyful reunion.

Uma Krishnaswami, 
The Closet Ghosts 
The Hindu Monkey God helps a young girl adjust to her

Shiraaz Bhabba 




new home.

Denizé Lauture, 

Running the Road to ABC
See text.

Reynold Ruffins

Grace Lin 

Kite Flying 

A family gathers supplies and makes a dragon kite.

Lenore Look, 

Henry’s First Moon 
A Chinese American boy prepares for the celebration of his

Yumi Heo 

Birthday 


brother’s first moon or month.

Kam Mak 

My Chinatown 

See text.

Tony Medina, 

DeShawn Days 

With pride and determination, DeShawn describes his life

R. Gregory Christie 



in the projects.

Tololwa Mollel, 

My Rows and Piles 
A young Tanzanian boy is trying to save enough money

E. B. Lewis 

of Coins 


to buy a bicycle so that he can help his mother deliver her

goods to market.

Naomi Shihab Nye, 
Sitti’s Secret 

A Palestinian American girl goes to visit her grandmother

Nancy Carpenter 




in Palestine.

(continued)

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

APPRECIATING CULTURAL DIVERSITY (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Soyung Pak and Susan 
Dear Juno 

A young Korean American boy draws picture letters to stay

Kathleen Hartung 



in touch with his Korean grandmother.

Amada Irma Pérez, 
My Very Own Room/
A young girl, with five younger brothers, longs for her

Maya Christina 

Mi propio cuartito 

own room.

Gonzalez

Charlotte Pomerantz, 
The Chalk Doll 

A mother shares stories of her growing up in Jamaica with

Frané Lessac 




her little daughter, Rose.

Sarah Stewart, 

The Journey 

A young Amish girl travels to Chicago and compares her

David Small 




farm life with life in the big city.

Catherine Stock 

Gugu’s House

In Zimbabwe a young girl loves to visit her grandmother

and help paint decorations on her house.

Where Are You 

A young South African girl has a long journey to school.

Going, Manyoni?

Stephanie Stuve- 

Elizabeti’s Doll 

See text.

Bodeen, Christy Hale

Elizabeti’s School 
Elizabeti goes to school for the first time.

Mama Elizabeti 

Elizabeti must care for her year-old brother when her

mother has a new baby.

Mari Takabayashi 
I Live in Tokyo 

A Japanese school girl describes her life in Tokyo.

Karen Williams, 

Galimoto 

A young Malawian boy succeeds in making his own

Catherine Stock 




toy car.

Painted Dreams 

A Haitian girl dreams of being an artist.

Janet S. Wong, 

Apple Pie Fourth of July 
An immigrant Chinese girl worries that customers won’t

Margaret Chodos-Irvine 



eat her family’s chow mein on the Fourth of July.

Janet S. Wong, 

This Next New Year 
A Korean Chinese boy gets ready to celebrate Chinese

Yangsook Choi 




New Year.

BOOKS ABOUT OLDER PEOPLE

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Sandra Belton, 

Pictures for Miss Josie 
A grown artist recalls his inspiration, Miss Josie.

Benny Andrews

Nancy White 

Blow Me a Kiss, 

Small, precise illustrations add to the appeal of this story

Carlstrom, Amy 

Miss Lilly 

of a friendship between a young child and a very old

Schwartz 




lady. After Lilly’s death, young Sara remembers her in a

special way.

Picture Books about the Child’s Everyday World (continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

BOOKS ABOUT OLDER PEOPLE (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Mem Fox, 

Night Noises 

Strange noises can’t wake Lily Laceby, who has drifted off to

Terry Denton 




sleep. Finally the commotion wakes her, and she discovers

that her family has come to wish her a happy birthday.

Mem Fox, 

Wilfrid Gordon 

See text.

Julie Vivas 

McDonald Partridge

Lisa Rowe Fraustino, 
The Hickory Chair 
A young, blind boy holds on to his memories of his Gran.

Benny Andrews

Army Hest, 

Mr. George Baker 
A first grader and an older man share a special bond while

Jon Muth 




waiting for the school bus.

Gloria Houston, 

My Great-Aunt Arizona 
The story of a special teacher who taught in the mountains

Susan Condie Lamb



 of Virginia for many years.

Simon James 

The Birdwatchers 
Grandfather, who loves to exaggerate, shares his love of

birdwatching with his granddaughter.

Wendy Kesselman, 
Emma 


See text.

Barbara Cooney

Miss Rumphius 

See text.

Janet Lord, 

Here Comes Grandma! 
See text.

Julie Paschkis

Ian Wallace 

Mavis and Myrna 

A young girl and an older woman form a lifelong friendship.

Margaret Wild, 

Our Granny 

See text.

Julie Vivas

The Very Best of Friends 
A poignant story of the loving friendship between James

and Jessie, and James and his cat, William.

THE CHILD’S WORLD OF NATURE

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Byrd Baylor, 

Everybody Needs a Rock; 
All of Baylor’s books develop sensitivity to all aspects of the

Peter Parnall 

Your Own Best Secret 
natural world.

Place; The Other Way

to Listen; The Way to

Start a Day

Henry Cole 

I Took a Walk;

See text.

Jack’s Garden;

On the Way to the Beach

Sheila Cole, 

When the Tide Is Low
The illustrations provide watery seascapes and accurate

Virginia Wright-Frierson 



pictures of sea animals and shells for this quiet story of a

mother and daughter’s delightful day.

(continued)
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TEACHING RESOURCES

THE CHILD’S WORLD OF NATURE (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 


Description

Karen Hesse, 

Come On, Rain! 

See text.

Jon Muth

G. Brian Karas 

Atlantic, On Earth 
See text.

Kathryn Lasky, 

Pond Year 

This story details the changes that occur in the ecology of

Mike Bostock 




a backyard pond and describes the rich playground it

provides for two friends.

Jonathan London, 
Sun Dance, Water Dance 
A group of children celebrate a day and night in summer.

Greg Couch

Joanne Ryder, 

A Fawn in the Grass 
A young child finds treasures in the world around her.

Keiko Narahashi

Allen Say 

The Lost Lake 

Glowing watercolors portray the wilderness trip a Japanese

American father and his son take to a lost lake.

Mary Serfozo, 

Rain Talk 

The various sounds the rain makes are explored in the

Keiko Narahashi 




poetic picture book that portrays the child’s delight in this

summer rain.

Uri Shulevitz 

Rain Rain Rivers 

Watercolors in greens and blues are the appropriate

medium and colors for a book that expresses the mood

of a rainy day in the city and the country.

Peter Spier 

Peter Spier’s Rain 
All the dimensions of a rainstorm are included here—

children’s and animals’ reactions, indoor and outdoor fun

in the rain.

Alvin Tresselt, 

White Snow, Bright Snow 
See text.

Roger Duvoisin

David Wiesner 

Hurricane 

Detailed watercolors capture all of the excitement of two

boys waiting out a hurricane in their snug home.

Taro Yashima 

Umbrella 

A little Japanese American girl is impatient for rain because

she wants to wear her new red rubber boots and carry her

new umbrella to nursery school.

