Chronicles, Sagas, and Trilogies: Recent Fantasy Series for Children

TEACHING RESOURCES

Grade

Author 


Series Title 

Description 





Level

M. T. Anderson 

Thrilling Tales
 
An over-the-top funny series that combines wacky 

4–7

adventures, in which kids who are heroes of their

own adventure series take on new challenges to save

the world.

Jennifer Armstrong 
Fire-Us Trilogy 

Children struggle to survive in a future where most of 

5 and up

and Nancy Butcher 



the adults have died.

Avi 


Dimwood Forest 

These charming animal fantasies feature Poppy the 

3–6

mouse and her friends and family.

T. A. Barron 

The Great Tree 

These stories of the battle between good and evil take 
5 and up

of Avalon place in the legendary land of Avalon.

T. A. Barron 

The Lost Years 

These tales relate the childhood of Merlin and his rise 

5 and up

of Merlin to power.

L. G. Bass 

Outlaws of 

Chinese legend and the practice of kung fu inspire 

5–8

Moonshadow Marsh 
these stories of an outlawed Prince who battles Evil

and saves the Earth from destruction.

N. E. Bode 

The Anybodies 

Fern has the ability to bring book characters to life in 

3–6

this funny, farcical series.

Patrick Carman 

The Land of Elyon 
Young Alexa leaves her safe but circumscribed world 

4–6

to venture into a wild landscape of danger and magic.

Suzanne Collins 

Underland Chronicles 
Gregor must survive rats, bats, and cockroaches in a 

5–8

strange underground world.

Kate Constable 

Chanters of Tremaris 
Sixteen-year-old Calwyn leaves the safety of her 

7 and up

Trilogy 


enclave to aid an injured sorcerer and attempt to

save their world.

Gillian Cross 

Dark Ground Trilogy 
In this suspenseful series Robert struggles to survive 

5–8

when he is shrunk to miniature size.

Tony DeTerlizzi and 
The Spiderwick 

Three children move into an old estate and experience 
3–6

Holly Black 

Chronicles 

new adventures with fairies and other magical creatures.

Chitra Banerjee 

The Brotherhood 

Indian mythology and culture form the backdrop for 

4–7

Divakaruni 

of the Conch 

this series about a poor boy from Kolkata who joins an

ancient brotherhood to fight evil.

Jeanne Duprau 

The City of Ember 
Lina and Doon struggle to escape their existence in a 

4–7

devastated future world.

Catherine Fisher 

The Oracle Prophecies 
A mythical ancient Greece and Egypt form the setting 

5 and up

for the adventures of the priestess Mirany and the

scribe Seth.
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John Flanagan 

The Ruins of Gorlan 
An orphan is enlisted into the mysterious Ranger Corps 
5 and up

to fight an evil ruler.

Dennis Foon 

The Longlight Legacy 
Roon must save himself and his sister in a dystopian future. 
5 and up

Cornelia Funke 

Inkheart 


Meggie and her father can live in two worlds, their 

4–7

own and the world of the book Inkheart.

Debi Gliori 

Pure Dead 

An over-the-top comedy series featuring the 


4–7

Strega-Borgia clan.

Margaret Haddix 

Shadow Children 

Third children are illegal in a future world and thus 

4–7

exist in great peril.

Charlotte Haptie 

The Books of Karmidee 
Otto struggles for his identity in a world of “normals” 

4–7

and magical beings.

Mary Hoffman 

Stravaganza 

Teens are transported between modern-day London 

7 and up

and medieval Italy.

Brian Jacques 

Redwall 


A large cast of animal characters fight for right in the 

4–7

mythical medieval kingdom of Redwall.

Lene Kaaberbol 

The Shamer Chronicles 
Mother and daughter can detect evil in others. 

5 and up

Justine Larbalestier
 Magic or Madness 
Teenagers seek their identities in a world where reason 
7 and up

Trilogy 


is pitted against magic.

Michael Lawrence 
Wivern Rise 

Teens living in very different circumstances exchange 
7 and up

realities.

Clem Martini 

Feather and Bone: 
Crows are the central characters in these animal 

5 and up

The Crow Chronicles 
fantasies.

O. R. Melling 

The Chronicles 

Teens enamored of ancient Irish lore become involved 
7 and up

of Faerie in the world of fairies.

Gerald Morris 

The Squire’s Tales 
A witty and adventurous series that focuses on 

4–7

characters at King Arthur’s court.

William Nicholson 
The Noble Warriors 
Sixteen-year-old Seeker undertakes a quest to restore 
5 and up

his brother’s honor and save his people.

William Nicholson 
The Wind on Fire 

Twins Bowman and Kestral lead their people on a 

5 and up

Trilogy


 journey to their ancestral home.

Garth Nix 

The Abhorsen Trilogy 
A haunting series in which characters from two worlds, 
7 and up

the living and the dead, do battle for supremacy.

Kenneth Oppel 

Silverwing Trilogy 
A young bat ventures out into the wide world to save 

3–6

his colony and find his identity.
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Christopher Paolini 
Inheritance 

A boy bonds with a dragon to fight evil in his kingdom. 
5 and up

Michelle Paver 

The Chronicles of 
A boy bonds with a wolf to fight evil in a prehistoric 

5 and up

Ancient Darkness 
world.

Tamora Pierce 

Circle of Magic, 

These series follow the adventures of four mages from 
4–7

The Circle Opens 
their training to the major roles they play in their society.

The Circle Reforged

Tamora Pierce 

The Provost’s Dog 
This new series takes place 200 years before the Song 
4–7

of the Lioness series and features a girl raised to be a

manhunter.

Terry Pratchett 

The Bromeliad Trilogy 
This hilarious series features miniature people who 

7 and up

live in Harrod’s department store and use the store’s

marketing slogans as their philosophy for life.

Terry Pratchett 

The Wee Free Men 
A young-old witch must save her brother from the 

4–7

Queene of Faerie and begin her apprenticeship in magic.

Philip Reeve 

The Hungry City 

In a future world, mechanized cities travel around the 

5 and up

Chronicles 

globe trying to destroy each other.

Rick Riordan 

Percy Jackson and 
A boy with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder finds 
5–9

the Olympians 

out he is the half-human son of a Greek god. His quest

is to restore order in the supernatural realm and discover

his true identity.

Gloria Skurzynski 
The Virtual War 

Teens of a future world battle with evil in cyberspace. 

5 and up

Chronologs

Lemony Snicket 

A Series of Unfortunate 
The three Baudelaire orphans encounter one horribly 

3–7

Events 


funny adventure after another.

Paul Stewart and 

The Edge Chronicles 
Young Twig has adventures in a world filled with 

3–6

Chris Riddell 




magical beings, sky pirates, and evil villains.

Jeff Stone 

The Five Ancestors 
Five young apprentices to a kung fu grand master 

4–7

must battle against one of their own in an epic power

struggle.

Jonathan Stroud 

The Bartimaeus Trilogy 
Bartimaeus, the djinni, an ambitious young magician, 

5 and up

and a young resistance fighter struggle for power in an

alternate Victorian universe.

Patricia Wrede 

Enchanted Forest 
The unconventional Princess Cimorene befriends 

4–7

Chronicles 

dragons, battles wizards, and rescues princesses in

this lighthearted series.

Laurence Yep

The Tiger’s Apprentice 
A young Chinese boy is trained in magic by a 

4–7

shape-changing tiger.

