YES

/

The main idea is STATED.

Underline or highlight
the stated main idea sentence.

'YOU'RE DONE!

Is there a sentence
in the paragraph that tells
theauthor's most important
point about the topic?.

The main idea is IMPLIED.

Formulate a sentence that tells the
author's main idea.

1

Depending on the

“Ingredients” the author gives

you in the paragraph, select
the right formula.

FORMULA 3

If the paragraph consists
of details, write a
general sentence that
sums them up. You may
have to use words that
are not in the paragraph.

FORMULA 2

If there are two
sentences that each give
part of the main idea,
combine them into one
sentence.

FORMULA 1

If there is a sentence
main idea, add the
missing information
(usually the topic) to
that sentence.

Does the sentence have all the
characteristics of a main idea
sentence.

There's a problem! Go through

the steps again so that you
can identify it and correct it.




