
I.
Theories of Social Control (page 169)


A.  The Microsociological Perspective: Hirschi and Social Bonds (169)

1. The microsociological perspective focuses on informal systems of 



social control.

2. Hirschi posited four social bonds that promote socialization and


conformity:




a.  Attachment: attachment to parents, school, and to peers

b.  Commitment: commitment to or investment in conventional lines of action, including vocational aspirations, educational expectations, and educational aspirations

c.  Involvement: involvement or preoccupation with activities that promote the interests of society




d.  Belief: consists of assent to the society’s value system



3.  Evaluation: Hirschi’s Social Control Theory

a.  Researchers have discovered that the explanatory power of social control theory is enhanced dramatically when joined with other structural and process theories.

b.  Social control theory seeks to explain delinquency, not adult crime.

c.  Hirschi has failed to clearly define affective values, beliefs, norms, and attitudes that inhibit delinquency, a lack of one or more of which are purported to cause delinquency.

d.  Hirschi’s conception of social bonds has complemented competing explanations of group-level criminality, such as gang behavior.

B.  The macrosociological perspective explores formal systems for the control of groups.

II.
Social Control and Drift (page 175)

A.  David Matza proposes that juveniles sense a moral obligation to be bound by the law.

B.  When that bond is not present, the youth may enter into a state of drift, or a period of when he or she exists in limbo between conventional behavior and criminal behavior, postponing commitment to either lifestyle. 

C. 
Empirical support for drift theory is not clear.

III.
Personal and Social Control (page 175)

A.  Albert J. Reiss suggested that delinquency is the result of the failure of control mechanisms:

1.  a failure to internalize socially accepted and prescribed norms of behavior;

2.  a breakdown of internal controls; and

3.  a lack of social rules that prescribe behavior in the family, the school, and other important social groups.

B.  Jackson Toby proposed a personal and social control model to explain delinquency.

1.  He discusses the complimentary role of neighborhood social disorganization and an individual’s own stake in conformity.

2.  Toby posits that differing stakes in conformity, or correspondence of behavior to society’s patterns, norms, or standards, is what accounts for the difference in why one person in a neighborhood may offend, while another does not.

3.  Toby’s work reminds researchers that when attempting to explain crime, there should be a discussion of group-level explanations and individual-level explanations.

IV.
Containment Theory (page 177)

A.  Reckless’ containment theory assumes that for every individual there exists a containing external structure and a protective internal structure, both of which provide defense, protection, or insulation against delinquency.

B.  The outer containment is a structural buffer that holds a person in bounds.

C.  The inner containment is personal control ensured by a number of personal characteristics.

D.  Reckless explains that the probability of deviance is directly related to the extent to which internal pushes, external pressures, and external pulls are controlled by one’s inner and outer containment.

E.  Tests and Evaluation of Containment Theory


1.  Containment theory has received significant criticism.

2.  Some criticize the theory because the terminology used is vague and poorly defined, that the theory is difficult to test empirically, and that the theory fails to consider why some poorly contained youth commit violent crimes, while other commit property crimes.

V.
Recent Theoretical Explanations (page 180)

A.  Developmental, or life course theories of crime are all explanations of onset, continuance, escalation, de-escalation, and desistance of offending behavior.

B.  Integrated theory combines a criminological theory, such as differential association, with a number of social controls. 

C.  Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson’s general theory of crime suggests that offenders have poor self-control, as a result of inadequate socialization and poor child-rearing practices, coupled with poor attachment.






