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Note to Students vii

How to use this book and the Total Slater Learning System.

Each chapter broken down into Learning Units. You should read one learning unit at

a time.

How do I know if I understand it?

• Try the practice quiz. All the worked out solutions are provided. If you still have ques-
tions, watch the author on your DVD (comes with your text) and work each problem out.

• Need more practice? Try the extra practice quiz provided. Worked-out solutions are in
Appendix B.

• Go on to next Learning Unit in chapter.

Review the “Chapter Organizer” at the end of the chapter.

How do I know if I understand it?

• Cover over the second or third column and see if you can explain the key points or the
examples.

Do assigned problems at the end of the chapter (or Appendix A). These may include

discussion questions, drill, word problems, challenge problems, video cases, as well as

projects from the Business Math Scrapbook and Kiplinger’s magazine.

Can I check my homework?

• Appendix C has check figures for all the odd-numbered problems.

Take the Summary Practice Test.

Can I check my progress?

• Appendix C has check figures for all problems.

What do I do if I do not match check figures?

• Review the video tutorial on the student DVD—the author works out each problem.

To aid you in studying the book, I have developed the following color code:

Blue: Movement, cancellations, steps to solve, arrows, blueprints

Gold: Formulas and steps

Green: Tables and forms

Red: Key items we are solving for

If you have difficulty with any text examples, pay special attention to the red and the blue.
These will help remind you what you are looking for as well as what the procedures are.

Step 4:

Step 3:

Step 2:

Step 1:

ROADMAP TO 
SUCCESS

Note to Students
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viii Note to Students

Features students have told me have helped them the most.

For the first eight chapters (not in Chapter 4), blueprint aid boxes are available to help you
map out a plan to solve a word problem. I know that often the hardest thing to do in solving
word problems is where to start. Use the blueprint as a model to get started.

This reference guide contains all the tables found in the text. It makes homework, exams, etc.
easier to deal with than flipping back and forth through the text.

At the end of each chapter is a quick reference guide called the Chapter Organizer. Key
points, formulas, and examples are provided. A list of vocabulary terms is also included, as
well as Check Figures for Extra Practice Quizzes. All have page references. (A complete glos-
sary is found at the end of the text.) Think of the chapter organizer as your set of notes and
use it as a reference when doing homework problems, and to review before exams.

The DVD packaged with the text includes practice quizzes, links to Web sites listed in the
Business Math Internet Resource Guide, the Excel® templates, PowerPoint, videocases, and
tutorial videos—which cover all the Learning Unit Practice Quizzes and Summary Practice
Tests.

Visit the site at www.mhhe.com/slater10e and find the Internet Resource Guide with hot links,
tutorials, practice quizzes, Excel® workbook and templates, and other study materials useful
for the course.

There are seven video cases applying business math concepts to real companies such
as American President Lines, FedEx, Noodles & Company, Washburn Guitars, Honda,
Buycostume.com, and Federal Signal Corporation. These are included on the student DVD.
Some background case information and assignment problems incorporating information on the
companies are included at the end of Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 14, 16, and 21. 

A set of color overlays are inserted in Chapter 13. These color graphics are intended to
demonstrate for students the concepts of present value and future value and, even more impor-
tant, the basic relationship between the two.

At the end of each chapter you will find clippings from The Wall Street Journal and various
other publications. These articles will give you a chance to use the theory provided in the
chapter to apply to the real world. It allows you to put your math skills to work.

In each chapter you can debate a business math issue based on a Kiplinger’s Personal Finance
magazine article that is presented. This is great for critical thinking, as well as improving your
writing skills.

Excel® templates are available for selected end-of-chapter problems. You can run these tem-
plates as is or enter your own data. The templates also include an interest table feature that
enables you to input any percentage rate and any terms. The program will then generate table
values for you.

At the end of Chapters 3, 8, and 13 are word problems that test your retention of business
math concepts and procedures. Check figures for all cumulative review problems are in
Appendix C.

On each chapter opener is a Vocabulary Preview covering the key terms you need to know
in the chapter. The Chapter Organizer includes page references to the terms. There’s also
a glossary at the end of the text.

Vocabulary

Cumulative Reviews

Spreadsheet Templates

Group Activity: Personal
Finance, a Kiplinger

Approach

Business Math
Scrapbook

Compounding/Present
Value Overlays

Video Cases

The Business Math 
Web site

DVD-ROM

Chapter Organizer

Business Math Handbook

Blueprint Aid Boxes

FEATURES

DVD
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Kiplinger’s Personal Finance is the most trustworthy source of advice and guidance available
today on managing your money: how to make and save more of it, invest it profitably, spend
it wisely, make it work harder for you, and much more.

From our annual economic forecast issue to our ranking of the best mutual funds . . . from
new ways to slash taxes, to the best ways to boost your credit score . . . Kiplinger’s Personal
Finance is devoted to helping you make more money and keep more of the money you make!

Here’s your first money-saving tip: Subscribe today at the lowest rate available to 
students and educators: Just $1 a month gets you 12 issues in the coming year. You save 75%
off the cover price!

To order now, visit www.kiplinger.com/go/student

Or complete and mail the form below to the address shown. Include a check for $12 made
payable to Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, or we can bill you later.

[ ] Check for $12 enclosed (payable to Kiplinger’s Personal Finance) [ ] Bill me later

Name

Address Apt. #

City State Zip

E-mail

Special Low Student Rate: 12 issues (one year) for $12–75% 

off the cover price.

Mail completed form with payment to: Kiplinger’s Personal Finance,
P.O. Box 3291, Harlan, IA 51593-2471

CODE: J9MCGRAW

Because Money Matters...

Get Kiplinger’s Personal Finance
at a Special Low Student Rate,
Just $1 a Month!
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