Name _____________________   Section _____________   Date __________________

Worksheet 5-1  A Magazine for Every Taste

Visit a library and check out the Writer’s Market (or another periodical index). Report on the single most off-beat magazine you find listed. Be sure to choose a periodical you have never read before.

The title of the magazine is ___________________________________________

1. Who publishes the magazine? 







2. How often is it published? 








3. What is the single-issue price? 







4. How would you describe the readers (audience/demographic) for this publication?

5. What kinds of products are advertised in the magazine?

6. Do the ads seem to “target” the desired demographic (see question 4)? How?

While you are at the library, inspect current issues of the following three magazines. Identify the ​different audiences/demographics at which each is aimed.

a. Ms.

b. Mondo 2000
c. One magazine of your choice (possibly your favorite) 




Name _____________________   Section _____________   Date __________________

Worksheet 5-2  Online Magazines

Go online (World Wide Web) and find an electronic magazine. Then answer the following questions:

The title of the online magazine is _____________________________________

1. Who publishes the magazine? 







2. How often is it published? 








3. Is there a cost to access it? 








4. How would you describe the readers (audience/demographic) for this publication?

5. What kinds of products are advertised in this magazine?

6. Do the ads seem to “target” the desired demographic (see question 4)? How?

7. How are online magazines different from print magazines? How are they the same? What would be the advantages and disadvantages of “publishing” online versus publishing in print?

Name _____________________   Section _____________   Date __________________

Worksheet 5-3  Exploring Magazine History Online

For years antique dealers have stocked their shelves with old copies of Look or Life magazine as well as important issues of many others. Today it is possible to find many other examples of old magazines through the online auction services provided by E-bay, Yahoo, and others.

Go to either an auction site like Ebay.com or to a global auction search engine like auctionwatch.com. Search magazines that are more than a century old. Here are some specific things to look for.

1. Look for a copy of the Saturday Evening Post, Harper’s, or Atlantic Monthly. All three magazines have been published for more than 140 years. What is the oldest copy you found for sale?

2. What did you learn about the magazine by looking at the old issues you found?

3. How many copies of the magazine you chose were being auctioned online?

4. Why do you think people would want to buy such old copies of magazines?

5. Look for copies of McClure’s or Collier’s Magazine from the muckraking era (1900-1920). What evidence of muckraking is evident from wording on the magazine, or from what the seller has to say about it? What muckraking writers are mentioned, if any?

6. Finally, look for older issues of one of the magazines you subscribe to or one you occasionally see for sale in stores, in your friends’ homes, or in other locations you frequent. How has the magazine evolved as shown by comparing older issues with those that are more current?
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Worksheet 5-4  Picture Fixin’: The Road to Media Literate Magazine Reading

It has often been said that a picture is worth a thousand words. So what happens when you find out that the picture you’ve been looking at isn’t what the picture is really supposed to look like?

Magazines know the power that image carries, and therefore, they have been known to digitally enhance or change an image in order to portray something in a different light. For instance, a family photo of the Royal Family of England was altered so that Prince William was smiling rather than looking glum as he really had in the original.

1. How do you feel about a magazine or publication’s practice of altering a photo to enhance or change an image?

2. Do you feel that a publication has a right to make such alterations?

3. Do you feel that alterations such as these are acceptable at any time? If yes, give an example. If no, explain why not.

4. Find an example of a picture from a magazine (perhaps right on the cover) that you think was probably altered. Attach a photocopy of the picture to this assignment. Why do you think this particular photo was altered? What is your clue?

5. Assuming you are correct in your assessment, is this an acceptable use of alteration or not? Why?
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Worksheet 5-5  Journaling: Your Experience with Magazines

Think about the last time you went into a doctor’s office, a car repair shop, an airplane, or some other place that required sitting and waiting. Were there magazines for you to read? What titles do you usually see in the waiting rooms or airplanes you have been in? How many people are likely to have read or seen each of those magazines?

Write a one-page essay evaluating the magazines used in waiting rooms. Why do you think the same magazines show up in place after place? Tell whether you think the magazines in question make a concerted effort to be placed in those locations and why they would or would not do that. Address the issue from both a circulation and an advertiser’s perspective.

