Supplementary Internet Reading/Viewing about WWE: 

Suggestions for Class Discussion
( Ketchen and Eisner, Chapters 3-5: 

There was an intense rivalry between WWE and World Championship Wrestling (WCW) in the late 1990s. A more detailed account is offered in this article:

http://www.onlineonslaught.com/features/mnw-intro.shtml
Based on information in the article, why did WWE emerge as the winner of the rivalry? What could WCW executives have done differently to help their organization remain successful? What might WWF/WWE have learned from this experience that helped them in the future?

The Extreme Football League (XFL) was a significant failure in 2001 for WWE and its broadcast partner NBC. Read this article published at the time of the XFL’s creation:

http://money.cnn.com/2000/03/29/deals/xfl/
Why was the XFL unable to attract their targeted demographic group as described in the article: males in the 12-24 years old age range? The article also notes that Wall Street analysts were optimistic that many WWE fans would become fans of the XFL. Why did this not happen? A web search on “XFL failure” will provide some links that will help you answer these questions, such as: 
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/01_36/b3747061.htm?chan=search 

The use of steroids and other risky lifestyle choices has contributed to the early deaths of dozens of wrestlers. Read the linked article and watch the accompanying audio slideshow:

http://www.usatoday.com/sports/2004-03-12-pro-wrestling_x.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/money/graphics/wrestle/bigaudiotemplate/flash.htm
In 2007, after the recent death of several more wrestlers, including the murder/suicide of WWE wrestler Chris Benoit, the WWE announced the suspension of 10 of its wrestlers for violation of its “wellness policy”:

http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/news/story?id=2998062 

Here is an interview with Vince McMahon about Chris Benoit’s death from June 2007 on the Today Show:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYrAu0cYCYw 

The WWE will continue to come under scrutiny for this, specifically by the U.S. House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform regarding their talent wellness policy. What is WWE’s responsibility, and is there anything further WWE should do, here? 

Watch the first fifteen minutes of the 2007 WWE annual shareholders meeting linked here:

 http://media.wwe.com/corporate/200705/shareholdersvid07.wvx 

To what extent do you believe WWE will be successful in their diversified entertainment venues? More generally, after listening to Vince and Linda McMahon discuss WWE, would you be more or less likely to invest in WWE stock yourself? Why?

Watch WWE US Championship Wrestlemania XX – John Cena vs Big Show:

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-6677980268242781970&q=wwe&total=82102&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=6
Then check out how WWE markets their personality superstar John Cena:

http://www.wwe.com/superstars/raw/johncena/ 

The athletes seem to be the primary competitive resource WWE has.  Would Vince McMahon agree?

This link offers an in-depth interview with Vince McMahon done in 2004:

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/thr/interviews/article_display.jsp?vnu_content_id=1000457166
McMahon discusses several potential new WWE ventures. Which of these ventures offers the highest profit potential in your opinion? Which ones ended up most successful? McMahon also disputes the assertion that the wrestling business is cyclical. Does the information provided in the case support McMahon’s view or not? 

