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Good Measures  


Recognizing Complete Sentences

In the following sentences, boldface the subject and underline the verb. If working by hand, circle the subject. For example, examine the following sentence:

Many farm families in Normandy distill their own apple brandy.

This sentence should be formatted as follows:

Many farm families in Normandy distill their own apple brandy.

Note that some sentences have more than one subject and/or more than one verb.


1.
Every Friday morning, the bump-and-grind music shook the floor beneath our feet.


2.
Every single guest in the room stopped talking at the same time.


3.
Frank Lloyd Wright designed the furniture as well as the house.


4.
Joan Miro, known for painting in symbols, never painted on Sunday.

5.
Arthur Penn directed Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway in 



Bonnie and Clyde.

6.
Every June, honeysuckle floods the roads of Virginia with perfume.

7.
The twins placed an ad in the paper: “Last Day to Send in Your Dollar!”—and over a thousand people did.


8.
I shut off the alarm clock and rolled onto my back.


9.
There has never been a simple method for figuring federal income tax.


10.
In the Battle of Gettysburg, over five thousand horses were killed.


11.
Eddie Sauter, who is a major jazz arranger, did the arrangements for Stan Getz's album, Focus.


12.
The cemetery flowers are either plastic or wilted.


13.
That's the reason no one wants to lend her money anymore.

14.
Lift the tab and pull back to remove the foil covering before inserting the cartridge into the printer cradle.


15.
Introducing the dean, Jessica reversed his first and last names.


16.
A number of mysteries incorporate recipes into their plots; Rex Stout's Too Many Cooks is one of the best.


17.
Clean the upholstery regularly with a commercial leather cream, saddle soap, or a mild solution of vinegar and water.


18.
In her paintings, Georgia O'Keefe gave sensuousness to flowers and bones.


19.
Jane and Norman hired the catering service and engaged two bands for the wedding reception.


20.
“Dumpster Diving'' is the term for salvaging usable items from other people's trash; however, this practice is against the law because whatever is put out as garbage is the property of the Sanitation Department.

Recognizing Complete Sentences

WRITING ACTIVITY

Write two sentences in each of the following patterns. For example, you might write:

Simple Sentence:


The Queen Anne cherries were rotten.

There you go again.
Simple Sentence with introductory phrase:


In the morning, the clouds still hung low over the fields.

On our back porch stood the old refrigerator.

1.
Simple sentence


2.
Simple sentence with introductory phrase


3.
Simple sentence with two subjects and one verb


4.
Simple sentence with one subject and two verbs


5.
Compound sentence connected with and or but

6.
Compound sentence connected with however

7.
Complex sentence using when or after

8.
Complex sentence beginning with If or Because

9.
Complex sentence using if or because in the middle

10. Compound-complex sentence

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 28-30.


