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Sentence Fragments

In the exercises below, correct any fragments by attaching them to a sentence or by changing the wording. For example, examine the following:

Madame Bovary betrays her husband and little daughter. In order to experience life to its fullest.
Here are some possible corrections:

Madame Bovary betrays her husband and little daughter in order to experience life to its fullest.
or
Madame Bovary betrays her husband and little daughter. She wants to experience life to its fullest.
or
In order to experience life to its fullest, Madame Bovary betrays her husband and little daughter.


1.
Einstein didn't clutter his mind with “useless'' numbers. Such as his home telephone number.

2.
The prompter stands just backstage with the script. Whispering everybody's cues.

3.
There are several subtypes of detective fiction. One being the cozy British school.

4.
In his later years, Matisse cut colored paper into ornate collages. Because he could no longer handle a paintbrush.
 5.
The record sales figure for avocados each year is for the week of the Super Bowl. Presumably for all the guacamole dip—estimated at 6,000 tons.

6.
The financial planner advised them to make a realistic budget. To figure out where their cash was going, then begin paying off their credit cards.

7.
Gregor Mendel discovered the patterns of genetics. By observing how peas grow and reproduce.

8.
Swimming techniques vary depending on the choppiness of the water. Swimming in the ocean, for example, is different from other kinds of swimming.

9.
When he returned years later to help his mother move. He dug for the box exactly where he had buried it.

10.
 I thought that Fred was dependable. That he would be at the restaurant at closing time to pick me up.

Sentence Fragments

The following paragraph contains sentence fragments. Correct them by changing either punctuation or wording.  For example, the first line can be corrected to read:

The divorce rate was relatively low up until the 1950s.

or

Up until the 1950s, the divorce rate was relatively low.

The divorce rate was relatively low. Up until the 1950s. Then in the 1970s, it began to skyrocket. Many factors contributed to this: People beginning to think more about individual fulfillment.  Religious restraints becoming looser.  Women gaining new economic independence. The divorce rate has grown so much in the United States that each year for every two marriages there is one divorce. Today it is not unusual for children to see their parents divorce. Then see one or both of their parents remarry and maybe even divorce again. Statistics say little about the painful and frightening experience that children go through. Especially the adolescents in the family. Many adjustments follow: Living in a household with only one parent, a loss in economic and social status, and sometimes a change of residence. Sometimes coping with a divorce in the family is best done through counseling. To assure that history will not necessarily repeat itself.

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 33-37.


