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Good Measures 


Run-on Sentences and
Sentence Fragments

Correct the punctuation of these sentences as necessary, without changing the wording. For example, look at the following:

Because children are natural artists. They should be encouraged to draw and paint.

The punctuation and capitalization can be corrected to read:

Because children are natural artists, they should be encouraged to draw and paint.


1.
Most children are natural artists however they often quit drawing when they grow up.


2.
Although most children are natural artists they often quit drawing when they grow up.


3.
Most children are natural artists although they often quit drawing when they grow up.


4.
Children should be encouraged to draw and paint because most of them are natural artists.


5.
Most children are natural artists but they often lose this talent. As they grow up.


6.
Most children are natural artists therefore they should be encouraged to draw and paint.


7.
Most children are natural artists but they often quit drawing when they grow up.


8.
Since most children are natural artists they should be encouraged to draw and paint.


9.
Most children are natural artists they should be encouraged to draw and paint.


10.
Children should be encouraged to draw and paint. Since most of them are natural artists.

Run-on Sentences 
and Sentence Fragments

Continue these sentences and then add any necessary punctuation. You may need to change capitalization, but do not change the original wording. 

For example, if the exercise sentence reads

I went to the zoo although

you might write

I went to the zoo although I had only an hour.
or
I went to the zoo. Although I had only an hour, I saw all the birds.


1.
I went to the zoo however


2.
I went to the zoo but


3.
I went to the zoo it's


4.
I went to the zoo then


5.
I went to the zoo especially


6.
I try to avoid fatty foods therefore


7.
I try to avoid fatty foods which


8.
I try to avoid fatty foods nevertheless 


9.
I try to avoid fatty foods such as


10.
I try to avoid fatty foods if

Run-on Sentences and
Sentence Fragments

Correct any sentence fragments or run-on sentences by changing punctuation or wording. For example, the first sentence can be corrected several ways:

Some people can never pass a pinball machine without stopping to play a game. They get hooked on the challenge of keeping the ball on the move.

(Note: You can also use a semicolon after “game” instead of a period.)

or

Some people can never pass a pinball machine without stopping to play a game because they get hooked on the challenge of keeping the ball on the move.


Some people can never pass a pinball machine without stopping to play a game they get hooked on the challenge of keeping the ball on the move. And racking up a score of a million points or more.  The builders of these machines are smart; they add pops and whirrs, blinking lights, music, and sometimes even an alluring voice. Which calls out to you to come and play a game. If you give in to the temptation and insert a quarter into the slot. A round metallic ball will come up on the right side of the machine. Then the game starts. You pull a plunger-like instrument back. This sets the ball in motion. It scoots around the surface doing many things at one time. Like hitting bumpers, sounding off bells and chimes, turning on lights. Eventually the ball will roll to the flippers, which you control with your fingers. Your skill in using the flippers will often determine whether or not you will tally up a high score. A game of pinball can be mesmerizing if you're not careful, you might find that an entire day has passed and you're still at it, trying to outdo your last score.

Run-on Sentences 
and Sentence Fragments
In the paragraph below, correct any sentence fragments or run-on sentences by changing punctuation or wording. For example, the first two lines can be corrected several ways:
Fashion photography, once considered a commercial endeavor, has now become an important art form, which is exhibited in museums and galleries.
or
Fashion photography, once considered a commercial endeavor, has now become an important art form. It is exhibited in museums and galleries.
or
Once considered a commercial endeavor, fashion photography has now become an important art form. It is exhibited in museums and galleries.


Fashion photography, once considered a commercial endeavor, has now become an important art form. Which is exhibited in museums and galleries. The field of fashion photography has attracted some of the most outstanding photographers of the twentieth century. Like Richard Avedon, for example. Avedon was a brilliant photographer in many areas, but he made his biggest mark in the field of fashion photography in fact, Avedon was one of the driving forces in turning fashion photography into a respected art form.  His work virtually dominated the field from the late 1950s. Until his death in 2004. His photographs are bold and straightforward, he projects a cool, clean, thoroughly modern image. Richard Avedon was one of the greatest fashion photographers ever. And a legend in his own right.
Run-on Sentences 
and Sentence Fragments
Writing Activity

Write a description of a place that you love to visit. Tell what you love about being there. Check your description carefully for sentence fragments and run-on sentences. Here is an example of how you might begin:


In the fall I hike down the Natchez Trace to lie on the haystacks that farmers leave in the fields. Lounging up on top, reading a book, drinking Coca-Cola, and munching parched peanuts, I feel like I’m in heaven. . . .

Run-on Sentences and
Sentence Fragments
Writing Activity

Write a paragraph telling about the most dramatic weather you’ve ever been in. Use each of these words or phrases at least once:

however  it  for example  therefore  they

Then go back and check your punctuation carefully for sentence fragments and run-on sentences. Here is an example of how you might begin:


As soon as we heard the flood warnings, we left the square dance; however, we didn’t leave soon enough. It was raining so hard that the windshield wipers couldn’t keep pace, so Pat had to lean out the car window to see. . . . 







See Rules of Thumb, pp. 31-37.


