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Good Measures 


Commas

Insert commas where necessary. 

1.
Allied troops landed in Normandy on June 6 1944 and began the liberation of Nazi-occupied France.


2.
Josef Breuer Sigmund Freud's teacher developed the “talking cure” in which patients were encouraged to tell their life stories.


3.
The Center for Astrological Studies was established in 1972 in Lancaster Vermont two hundred miles north of New York.


4.
We explored Ferry Beach and waded in the pools between sand bars.


5.
Mix in the chocolate chips nuts and raisins and refrigerate the dough for three hours before baking.


6.
The DJ brought in all his equipment and plugged in everything hoping that the power would be restored in time.

 7.
When we left the game we drove for twelve hours straight in order to get home by the next day.


8.
Even though high-bush blueberries are easier to pick low-bush blueberries taste better.


9.
James Agee a writer and Walker Evans a photographer published a book entitled Let Us Now Praise Famous Men about tenant farm families during the depression.


10.
In the movie Wall Street Darryl Hannah and Michael Douglas soften the ice cream in the microwave.

Commas

In the sentences below, take the word or words from the second line and insert them into the first line. Add commas where necessary. For example, look at the following:

Robert Frost was born in San Francisco and lived there until he was ten years old.
    California 

The new sentence should read:

Robert Frost was born in San Francisco, California, and lived there until he was ten years old.


1.
Fashion photography has now become an art form.
    once considered a commercial endeavor 


2.
Adam Smith argued in favor of a free market.
    who wrote The Wealth of Nations in 1776


3.
Electrotherapy enables athletes to increase muscle size without the use of steroids.
    however


4.
Edward Hopper specialized in both rural and urban settings.
    the American painter

 5.
No plan offered a yield of more than 7 percent.
  

 to my knowledge


6.
Aunt Margaret had strange feelings when she entered the Vatican.
    who always claimed to be an atheist


7.
Passive smoke can be a severe threat to health.
    which is inhaled while in the company of smokers


8.
Studies have shown that you shouldn't lie down after eating.
    if you want to lose weight


9.
Retailers are depending on the consumers to spend more freely.
    always hopeful that sales will increase during the
    Christmas holidays


10.
The report was vigorously protested by the committee.
    a seventy-two-page attack on the administration

Commas

For each of the following phrases, write a sentence and insert the phrase into the middle. Then check that you have added the necessary commas.

Example:
    as it turned out

The rally, as it turned out, was postponed until the following week.

1.
as it turned out


2.
however


3.
my best friend


4.
who won the contest


5.
July 4 1989


6.
a wrestler


7.
Boise Idaho

 8.
which used to be purple


9.
on the other hand


10.
in my opinion

Commas

Writing Activity

In a paragraph, write a recipe, telling how to prepare one of your favorite dishes. Then check the punctuation of your paragraph. For example, you might begin:
To make nachos grandes, first take three ten-inch flour tortillas and cover them with grated Monterey Jack cheese. Next, chop one medium onion, three plum tomatoes, and one jalapeño pepper. . . . 

Commas

Writing Activity

Write a brief autobiography, telling where and when you were born, who your immediate family members are, and the names of some of the places where you have lived or visited. Then check punctuation.

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 38-39


