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Good Measures


Semicolons and Colons

In the following sentences, insert semicolons or colons as needed. You may also need to insert commas where appropriate. For example, examine the following sentence:
They placed an order for the following items three bags of fertilizer two garden rakes and four trays each of tomato green pepper and cucumber plants.

This sentence should be corrected to read:
They placed an order for the following items: three bags of fertilizer; two garden rakes; and four trays each of tomato, green pepper, and cucumber plants.


1.
Agatha went to the supermarket and spent one hundred dollars on food even though she knew that they had enough at home.


2.
Agatha knew that they already had enough food nevertheless she went to the supermarket and spent one hundred dollars.


3.
Agatha bought all sorts of things she didn't need papaya juice sardines and maraschino cherries.


4.
She bought some very expensive items such as caviar olive paste and saffron. 


5.
Half of the items in her shopping cart were blue blueberries blue cheese and blue corn chips not to mention blue plastic forks blue paper napkins blue soap and blue toilet paper.


6.
Notable guests at the reception included Herman Bernhof the furrier Maisie Fason the ballet teacher Nate Maybloom the second baseman and Marietta Daley the mayor.


7.
Most of the guests were trying to impress the mayor however Nate Maybloom ignored her.


8.
The newlyweds inherited furniture from their rich Aunt Sophie therefore they never got to choose their own style.


9.
The newlyweds inherited furniture from their rich Aunt Sophie so they never got to choose their own style.


10.
Their tiny apartment was crammed with large pieces of furniture for example they had three matching gray armchairs. 

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 40-41.

