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Good Measures


Quotation Marks

This exercise is based on the following quotation—the opening paragraph of Invisible Man, by Ralph Ellison:

I am an invisible man. No, I am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe; nor am I one of your Hollywood movie ectoplasms. I am a man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids—and I might even be said to possess a mind. I am invisible, understand, simply because people refuse to see me. Like the bodiless heads you see sometimes in circus sideshows, it is as though I have been surrounded by mirrors of hard, distorting glass. When they approach me they see only my surroundings, themselves, or figments of their imagination—indeed, everything and anything except me.

Add punctuation marks where necessary in the following sentences. For example, look at the following sentence:

Ralph Ellison begins his novel with a surprising and memorable line I am an invisible man

This sentence should be corrected to read:

Ralph Ellison begins his novel with a surprising and memorable line: “I am an invisible man.”


1.
Ellison writes I am invisible, understand, simply because people refuse to see me


2.
When the narrator says that he is not one of your Hollywood- movie ectoplasms the reader knows that the narrator is not a science fiction creature. 

 3.
Invisible in this context means not really being seen as a person


4.
Ellison uses the word invisible to describe the feelings of African Americans in certain situations


5.
When Ellison says that he is an invisible man he speaks not only for African Americans but for anyone in our society who feels powerless and anonymous


6.
Ellison says what many of us at times want to assert I am a man of substance, of flesh and bone, fiber and liquids—and I might even be said to possess a mind


7.
The narrator explains right from the start that he is not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe


8.
Why did Ellison choose the word invisible?


9.
Ellison explains that when they approach me, they see everything and anything except me. 

10.
Ellison explains I am not a spook like those who haunted Edgar Allan Poe the author of many horror stories; nor am I one of your Hollywood-movie ectoplasms.

Quotation Marks

Writing Activity

Write down a conversation between you and one other person in which you are trying to make a decision. Make sure that you start a new paragraph every time a different person speaks. 

Here is an example of how you might begin:

     “I don’t know. I don’t feel like having Chinese food tonight.” I stood on the corner of 18th Street and looked at Spring Joy’s neon sign.

     “Well, MaryAnn’s is down the block,” Jay said. “Does Mexican sound good?” . . . 

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 44-47.


