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Good Measures 

Good Measures 1

Commonly Confused Words
AFFECT / EFFECT 

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


1.
The tall man in the second row effected the view of the entire audience.


2.
The special affects made the production magical.


3.
After an MRI (magnetic resonance imaging), the magnets have no lasting effect on the patient.

4.
A hot toddy can affect how you feel when you have a bad cold.


5.
A household fire effects the whole family, and the effects last for years.
Commonly Confused Words

ITS / IT'S

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


1.
When its noon in New York, its six o'clock in Paris.


2.
Ingrid Bergman had only a minute to return the key to it's proper place before the villain would notice its absence.


3.
The snake vibrates it's rattle when it senses that it's in danger.


4.
Its a miracle that no one was hurt when the car rolled over on it's side.


5.
Even if its July, its still best to pack a sweater for a trip to Maine.

Commonly Confused Words

LAY / LIE

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


1.
Cleopatra laid on the divan, eating grapes; as she got up, she laid the grape stems on the cushion.


2.
Once the foundation was in place, they began laying the floors, but the manager continued lying about the date of occupancy.


3.
Every night while I was laying in bed trying to sleep, the smell from the paper factory kept me awake.


4.
The archivist laid each picture flat in the drawer, but the last one was laying off-center.


5.
The patient lay comatose while the nurses quickly prepared the instruments for surgery.  

Commonly Confused Words

PASSED / PAST

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.

1.
The train sped passed the platform of waiting passengers.


2.
The cat never ate tuna in the past because we always bought the kind that was packed in oil.


3.
Kip past the ball behind his back to set up Nancy, who made a slam dunk.


4.
Recently, the total of the human population past six billion.


5.
In crossbreeding tulips, growers hope that the most attractive traits from the past can be genetically past on.

Commonly Confused Words
THAN / THEN

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


1.
The shares are worth 25 percent less today then they were last week.


2.
Advertisements urge you to buy whatever you want and then pay later.


3.
Beethoven's late quartets are more extraordinary then his earlier, more popular music.


4.
In the dry season, this canal clogs up now and than, diminishing the water supply.


5.
The chiefs in the southern part of Cameroon exercise much less power then the chiefs in the west.

Commonly Confused Words

THEIR / THERE / THEY'RE

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


1.
Every year in August, their is a Twins Day Festival in Twinsburg, Ohio.


2.
In The Brothers Karamazov, all of the brothers resent there father's silliness.


3.
We turned the corner and there were my aunt and uncle standing in the middle of the dusty road next to there stalled car.


4.
When overtime work is available, their always the ones who show up first.


5.
There the only people I know who would rather read about a place than go there.

Commonly Confused Words

TO / TOO / TWO 

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


1.
Malcolm's hair is to thin to wear combed over the top of his head.


2.
To many is as bad as to few.


3.
In order to snorkel safely, you need to have the proper equipment.


4.
The evidence is overwhelming that to much passive smoke is harmful to one's health.


5.
Whitman's subject matter was to risqué for many readers of his day—and ours to.

Commonly Confused Words

YOUR / YOU'RE

In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.

1.
Your lucky that you've never been in Uncle Eddie's fish store on a hot day.


2.
You're not confident enough about your speaking ability.


3.
You're first step is to wash your hands with an antibacterial solution.


4.
When your in a foreign country, your sense of time is altered.


5.
You're going to be surprised when you start to record you're sugar consumption—one cup of catsup may contain seventeen teaspoons of sugar.

Commonly Confused Words

CUMULATIVE EXERCISE
In the following sentences, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.

1. A room full of three-year-olds will never be quite.
2. Twinkies taste good like a desert should.

3. When he is in a bad mood, Arnie can’t bare even being spoken too.

4. Darlene didn’t get a grade on her essay like she was accustomed too.

5. In the old days, chief executives lead their companies for many years.

6. After a night of driving through the jungle, the jeep had three lose wheels and the driver didn't even now it.

7. If the weather is favorable, were climbing to the top of Arthur's Seat when we return to Edinburgh.
8. The amount of teenage pregnancies has decreased in recent years.

9. Sally Ride, the first women in space, has since served as a presidential adviser on scientific research.


10. You don't have to chose your major in your first year of college. 


11. In the business world, not proofreading email is one of the worse mistakes you can make. 


12. Because of the knew code strip in one-hundred-dollar bills, it's harder know to pass counterfeit bills than it used to be.
13. Trevor would have accepted the duchess's invitation, accept that he had already decided to elope that night.

14. During a play, the performers know who's going to enter next, based on whose cue has been spoken.


15. The uncontrolled forest fire might of destroyed their house, their garage, their car, etc.

16. It was never a question of whether he would be a doctor, but weather he would be an orthopedist or a pediatrician.

17. In the desert, were the temperatures rise and drop suddenly, you would have to wear extra layers of clothing.

18. The trucker has to drive quiet a long way before he is able to quit for the night.

19. Costello thought that Abbott was asking “Whose on first?” when Abbott was actually telling him about a first baseman named Who.

20. There has been so much discussion recently as to whether the country was ready to chose a women as president.

21. In typical scenes from Chekhov, the characters know that now is the time to speak their true feelings or they will forever loose their chance—yet they say nothing.

22. During World War II, the military would not except a African American serving in the same unit as white Americans.

23. They should of known that there would be problems bringing so much luggage onto the plane.

24. The loose rock debris, called “scree,” makes it very easy to loose one's footing.

25. Loons are quiet good swimmers and fliers, but they cannot walk very good.

26. Its important to take a brake from studying, but I often wander what sort of brake actually helps.

27. Tom just can’t get his hair to stand up like Brent can.

28. The doughnut was originally called “dow-knot,” a English treat made each year for Christmas. 
29. Dostoyevsky’s “underground man” bears his soul, saying he is “a nasty man.”

30. Ara decided to except the director’s criticism except for the comment about her favorite yellow hat.
 Commonly Confused Words

CUMULATIVE EXERCISE
In the following paragraph, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


Many readers find the last part of Huckleberry Finn to be to drawn out. There disappointed by the way Tom Sawyer dominates Huck. They're also so uncomfortable when Tom makes Jim, the runaway slave, bare all sorts of discomfort in order to win the freedom he should of had in the first place. While Jim is laying chained up in a tiny cabin, Tom makes an elaborate but needless plan of escape. The plan seems to take forever. Once readers have past the excitement of Tom's arrival, the book looses its charm. And yet, their disappointment doesn't ruin their experience of the novel. Its far less important to them then the joyful effect of most of the book.

Commonly Confused Words

CUMULATIVE EXERCISE
In the following paragraph, replace any incorrect words with the correct choice.


The serviceman casually told Ilene, “Your going to have to buy a new hard drive for this computer. Your present one is to fried.” This was not good news. His statement effected Ilene in several ways: her mouth got to dry to speak; she felt the need to lay down; and the room dimmed so that she couldn't see very good. She thought to herself, “Where are we going to find the money to pay for this? We're a nonprofit organization. Its going to cost us a lot of money. The expiration date on the warranty has now past. Or has it?” Their was a glimmer of hope. She wandered weather she might catch a brake. “They're not going to like this, but it was their idea in the first place.” Ilene searched through her desk for the service contract. She found it, and there, on the bottom line, was the following sentence: “If you purchase this machine in the month of February, than you receive two additional months of free service.” This was more then she could of hoped for. They had purchased the machine last February 29th—the Leap Year Special. Ilene congratulated herself for being one smart women!  
Commonly Confused Words

CUMULATIVE EXERCISE
Writing Activity

Select any word from column A, and use it in a sentence about any topic in column B.  Be sure to use all the words and all the topics.

For example, if you choose there and something that leaks, you might write
There is nothing as maddening as a dripping faucet at midnight.


Column A
Column B

you're
something that tickles


its
something that is clogged


too
something that leaks


than
something that smells wonderful


there
something that stinks


affect
something that burns


their
something that turns over
















See Rules of Thumb, pp. 3-10.


