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Good Measures


Shifting Verb Tenses

In the following sentences, fix any incorrect verbs.


1.
The project failed but they done the best they could with the amount of time they had.


2.
When the end of the war was announced, the people would dance in the streets.


3.
Flaubert takes us right up to the moment when Rodolphe had kissed Emma and then he writes, “. . .”


4.
In the fossil of the cat there was a section that has been repaired.


5.
Ever since I could remember, I was taught to work hard and try to excel at what I could do.


6.
Before he hitchhiked home, Todd and his mother had already went to six national parks.


7.
The Russian ice dancers had just earned a perfect score when the French couple had taken the ice.


8.
When Hamlet learns that his uncle has murdered his father, at first he couldn't find a way to take action.


9.
At the beginning of The Nutcracker, Uncle Drosselmeyer brings Maria a toy nutcracker; and when everyone has gone to bed, it came to life. 


10.
If Thurgood Marshall hadn't played hooky, he wouldn't have had to memorize the Constitution as punishment, and then he might not have become a great Supreme Court justice.

Shifting Verb Tenses

In the following story, fix any incorrect verbs.

When I went away to finish my degree, three students rented my house. And when I had come back, they had four cats. Two of them, Narnia and Mary, were pregnant; Grendel already delivered a litter. The fourth, called “Kitten,” was the only cat they had kept from that litter.

I demanded that my tenants had found a solution to this cat population explosion, and one by one, the cats did find homes. Grendel went to a farm as a barn cat because she was a skillful hunter. Narnia and Mary each joined families with children. Only Kitten had been left. Just three months old, she was the cutest and the liveliest, but the boyfriend of one of the students had wanted her. 

Although I had always scorned people's devotion to their pets, I secretly had wanted to keep Kitten. I kept wishing that the boyfriend would let me have her. He didn't want to, but he couldn't find an apartment that accepted pets, and his parents wouldn't let him bring her home; so I inherited Kitten and had named her Kasha. She lived with me until she had died 19 years later.
Shifting Verb Tenses

In the following sentences, insert the correct form of the verb in the space provided. 

1.
 More books have been ____________ about the Civil War than about any other subject.

                                                  write
2.
 The art exhibit is poorly ____________.

                                                arrange

3.
Before it ____________, the kiln temperature ____________    the federal safety limit.

                        explode                                               exceed

4.
The mockingbirds in Brooklyn are now ____________ car   alarms.

                                                                         mimic

5. He had only half ____________ the apple when he ___________    the worm.

                                        eat



   see

6. Uncle Lute __________ sick even though he didn’t __________ the local water.

                             get




 drink

7.
Akira Kurosawa __________ to be a painter before he ________ a famous film director.

                                     use



  become

8.
 If disposal expenses were ____________, this flashlight would     ____________ more than its

                                                     include




cost


competitors.         
9.
 As his ship was ____________ down, John Paul Jones declared, “I have not yet ___________

                                        go






          begin


to fight!”

10. I would ____________ to have something decadent and chocolate because I haven’t

                           love


____________ anything sweet in three weeks. 

         have

Shifting Verb Tenses

Writing Activity
Write a paragraph about a plan you have. Pay special attention to each verb form. For example, you might begin:

Next week, I will be driving up to Oregon. I plan to take two days. . . .

Shifting Verb Tenses

Writing Activity
Write a paragraph about something that has been going on recently in your life. For example, you might begin:

Since February, I have been dieting and exercising. I began by drinking a glass of water before every meal and by walking two miles a day.

Shifting Verb Tenses

Writing Activity
Write a paragraph about something that happened when you were in elementary school. For example, you might begin:

The event I remember most vividly from the second grade is the play we put on. Mrs. Tucker chose me to play the Spanish dancer.

Shifting Verb Tenses

Writing Activity
Write a story about a holiday. Use as many of the following words as you can, not necessarily in this order:

ate
          did
   went
           saw
   wrote

eaten
          done         gone           seen
   written

For example, you might begin:

I have never written about Passover at Uncle Murray and Aunt Agnes’s house.  When I was small, we went there every spring for the holiday . . .

Shifting Verb Tenses

Writing Activity
Write a paragraph about a photograph of you or members of your family. Tell the story behind it and what was happening in it. Then go back and check your verb tenses. For example, you might begin:

Our family reunion photograph was taken in front of a weeping willow tree. I remember that my cousin Evelyn had come to call us for the photographs. . . .  

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 49-53.


