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Good Measures


Verb Agreement

In the following sentences, correct any verb agreement errors.



comes

Example:
One of the guitarists always come in late.


1.
The drummer and the saxophonist has placed in the final music competition.


2.
Either the drummer or the saxophonist has placed in the final music competition.


3.
Either the drummers or the saxophonists has placed in the final music competition.


4.
The check, which is in the mail, covers my last payment.


5.
The check that was listed in today's receipts cover my last payment.


6.
The pattern of the rugs in the lobby are typical of Bokhara.


7.
The patterns in the rug are typical of Bokhara.


8.
Mixing over twenty different soundtracks are not unusual in commercial films.


9.
At the conference, there was a moderator and three panelists who spoke in favor of the proposal.


10.
Everyone in these neighborhoods speak Italian.  

Verb Agreement

In the following sentences, correct any verb agreement errors.


1.
Each of the picnic boxes was labeled according to content.


2.
Counting words in your papers take only seconds using “Tools.”


3.
One reason for reducing the use of pesticides is to cut costs.


4.
On the new digital recorders, programming several shows is now much easier than on the old VCRs.


5.
Hemingway's use of simple words and sentences continue to influence many writers.


6.
There was a physician and two research scientists on the commission.


7.
Bryant's reasons for advocating the gold standard was partly religious and partly economic.

8.
The two points made by the prosecutor was very weak in the view of the jurors.


9.
The first of the guests always seem to arrive twenty minutes early.


10.
The members of the board of trustees and the staff of the Arts Council supports the annual fund-raiser enthusiastically.  

Verb Agreement

Writing Activity

Write a sentence beginning with each of these words or phrases.  As a subject, write about a performance, such as a concert or play, using the present tense.  Then check your sentences for verb agreement.  For example, you might write:

Everybody is usually impatient for the show to begin.

1.
Everybody


2.
Neither my friend nor I


3.
Each of us


4.
Anyone


5.
All of us


6.
Either


7.
There are


8.
One of the performers


9.
The lights and the sound system


10.
Clapping my hands

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 54-55.


