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Good Measures


Word Endings

-S AND -ED
Check each word in every sentence and change any incorrect endings. 


1.
At his inauguration, President William Henry Harrison caught a cold, which turned into pneumonia, and he die a month later.


2.
Helen Keller was so determine to learn that she managed to live a very full life with seemingly impossible handicap.


3.
He didn't save the World Arts Organization any money, but he did computerized their accounts.


4.
I wish I would have know that you were both going to the Sound and Light Show.


5.
Some people like to work out in health club because it relieve their tension after a hard day's work.


6.
Enormous sum of money could have been save if only the dangers of asbestos had been known.


7.
When my aunt arrived home, she was shock to see what had happened.


8.
Joy is very prejudice against various group; her prejudice makes her very unpleasant to be around.


9.
Analysis shows that this brand of apple muffin contain only two grams of apple.


10.
As the model walks into the room, she twirl around, lift her skirt, and shows polka-dot stockings which end above the knee. 

Word Endings

-S
Read the following paragraph and correct any errors in word endings by adding or deleting -s, -es, or 's. 


One of Marv's small pleasure is to go out to breakfast. His favorite places are coffee shops and truck stop. He find that the cheaper the breakfast, the better the food usually is. He always order the same breakfast: two eggs over easy, toast, orange juice, home fries, and coffee. After he goes to the same place a few time, he gets to knows the person who waits on him, whose style is part of Marv pleasant experience. Sometimes he might get into a brief conversations with the waiter; other times he simply will read his newspaper while he sip his coffee. He enjoys not only the food and the person behind the counter, but also the feeling of independence. He likes to do thing on his own and to observes the world. At these times, he can feel that he is a man—free and friendly, with a few dollar in his pocket and a little time for himself. 

Word Endings

-ED
Read the following paragraphs and correct any errors in word endings by adding or deleting -d or -ed. In some cases you may need to change the spelling of the verb. 

Last summer, Glenda qualify to serve as a grand juror. She and twenty-two others had to decided whether suspects should be tried. Usually, the prosecutor presented two witnesses. The first, the victim of the crime, would tell what happen. This witness could tell only what he or she actually saw and heard. In many cases, the victim actually chased the suspect while calling for help. The second witness was usually the police officer who made the arrest. Both witnesses would testified that the victim saw the suspect in the officer's custody. Normally, this evidence was enough to justify a trial.

But sometimes the suspect himself or herself did testified. The suspect usually claim to have just been passing by when the police suddenly make the arrest. These cases were harder to decide. The jurors didn't want to bring an innocent person to trial. Usually, however, the suspect blunder into contradicting his or her testimony or lying in an obvious way. When the story didn't make sense, or when the suspect had been seen by two eye-witnesses, the jurors have less of a problem. After much discussion, these suspects, too, were usually sent to trial. 

Word Endings

Writing Activity
Choose any short sample of writing—for example, from a newspaper, magazine, or book—and read it aloud slowly, stressing the end of each word. Then copy the passage word for word and check for accuracy. (To be effective, this exercise should be done regularly.)

Word Endings

Writing Activity
Write a page about an occurrence that you observed recently in a public place and tell what you thought about it. Then check every noun for –s and every verb for –ed, -s, or –ing. For example, you might begin:

I was waiting in line to buy tickets for the concert. I watched a tall man carrying several packages approaching me. . . .

Word Endings

Writing Activity
Write down the story of a television show that you watched recently. Include words ending in –s, -ed, and –ing. For example, you might begin:

In the beginning, several police detectives in plain clothes were gathered at the police station drinking coffee and joking. . . .
See Rules of Thumb, pp. 56-57.

