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Good Measures


Dangling Constructions 
Revise these sentences to correct the danglers. For example, look at the following sentence:

Smelling powerfully of fish, I walked past the seafood market.

This sentence can be corrected to read:

I walked past the seafood market, which smelled powerfully of fish.

1.
Last seen wandering vaguely, the police couldn't find Alex's uncle.


2.
Rolled into the operating room on a stretcher, the doctor prepared to remove my appendix.


3.
Pat was thrilled to finally get a bite but, reeling up the line too fast, the trout got away.


4.
A colossal catastrophe, the firemen arrived at the burning chemistry lab.


5.
Hanging from the chandelier, the astonished diners looked up at Mark's boots. 

 6.
Walking across the soft spring soil, worm holes dimpled the surface.


7.
Glowering at each other from opposite corners, the crowd grew tense waiting for the two wrestlers to meet in the middle of the ring.


8.
A famous actor, the audience was nevertheless bored by Edward Kean's performance that night.


9.
A meticulous planner, the suspense films of Alfred Hitchcock were designed so thoroughly that he did not even need to see the finished film to know what it looked like.


10.
To practice medicine, not only a medical degree but internship and residency are required. 

Writing Activity

Add the word “only” to the following sentence. Try it in several locations to see what difference its position makes.

Clara may access this program. 

See Rules of Thumb, p. 59.


