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Good Measures


For Extra Measure

CUMULATIVE EXERCISE ON SPELLING, PUNCTUATION, AND GRAMMAR

This exercise is designed to be printed out and completed by hand.
The following story contains errors. Make the necessary changes in spelling, verb or pronoun agreement, sentence correctness, and punctuation.


Every summer Dorothy use to go to the beach in South Carolina, she rented the bottom floor of a house. One night, she walked down to the dunes. She sat and for a long time watched the waves. Just when she was already to go back to the house, she noticed a black thing by the water. At first she thought it was a dog, however it was to big. Besides, she hadn't seen it come from anywhere, it just appeared. Then it started up the beach. Right towards her. Now she saw what it was—a giant sea turtle. It marched up to the dune right below her and began to dig. Dorothy realized that this was a female about to lay her eggs. For over an hour the turtle used her flippers to dig. Then to cover the eggs with alot of sand. Finally, she started back to the sea. Dorothy walked along beside her, she even touched the shell with her hand. It felt like stone. The turtle was obviously exhausted. She moved very slowly. Stopping for long pauses. When she reached the sea however she came to life. With one swift motion she disappeared into the waves. 
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This exercise is designed to be printed out and completed by hand.
The following paragraphs contain errors. Make the necessary changes in spelling, verb or pronoun agreement, sentence correctness, and punctuation.


Antarctica is one of the most desolate places on earth, it's impossibly cold climate makes it uninhabitable. Scientist go their to study many animals. Such as the penguins, seabirds, whales, and seals. Scientists also study the icebergs, the atmosphere, and observe the stars. They even drill down into the icebergs and remove long samples of ice, called ice cores so that they can study the air deep in the ice, signs of volcanic eruptions, and pollen grains that are thousands of years old. They also have found that fish are able to live way below sea level, down under the icebergs.


But noone lives there for to long. Everything, all food and supplies, have to be flown in. The weather is brutal. Temperatures can drop to minus one hundred degrees Fahrenheit and winds can reach two hundred miles per hour. When the sun sinks below the horizon in the middle of March Antarctica is left in the dark for six mos. The only light comes from the moon, the stars and the southern lights (Aurora Australis.   
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Every since celebrities such as Elvis Presley, Marlon Brando, and James Dean started riding motorcycles motorcycles have gained alot of popularity amoung everyday people. But motorcycles got a bad name back when the Hell's Angels formed in the nineteen sixties. Since then, motorcycle riders had been stereotyped as black-leather criminals. People driving cars often look with contempt at motorcycle riders. Wondering how any one could ride a death machine and endanger the lives of others as well as themselves. Sure some crimes have been commited by people on motorcycles; but probably many more crimes have been committed by people in automobiles. And few people know about the many motorcycle groups which makes it a point to do good deeds. For example every December many groups get together for a toy run: They buy toys for children in hospitals. And deliver them Christmas Eve. Many riders have individually rescued people being mugged.    


Unfortunatly, these good deeds are rarely reported on the front page of newspapers. So the general public continues to stereotype people on motorcycles. Yet the majority of motorcycle ridders are just regular people who like the feeling of freedom they get. Zipping down the highway with the wind in their faces.   
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When many people hear the word Oz, they usually think only of the movie, filmed in 1939 staring Judy Garland. What they dont know is that there are fourteen books that take place in the magical kingdom of Oz. All of them written by L. Frank Baum. After the success of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, published in 1900, Mr. Baum received many pleas from children asking him to write more about Dorothys adventures with her friends from Oz; the Scarecrow, the Tin Man, the Cowardly Lion, and the Wizard. 


In 1904, four years after he published the first Oz book Mr. Baum wrote an author's note with his second book, The Marvelous Land of Oz. In it he says he thought he was all finished with Oz, but to many children wrote letters to him and one little girl—who's name was Dorothy—came a long way to visit him and had asked him in person to write more about Dorothy. He told her that if he recieved one thousand letters from little girls he would write another book. He received many thousands and ended up writing fourteen Oz  books, often using ideas for the adventures from children's suggestions.


There are many more adventures in the later Oz books. Dorothy doesnt just get caught in a cyclone, she fell into an earthquake, gets blown off a ship at sea, and almost gets turned into an ornament by a wicked Nome King. To anyone who thinks there is only one Oz story, they are in for a delightful surprise.  









See Rules of Thumb, pp. 3-60.


