Good Measures 15

One Word or Two?
This exercise is designed to be printed out and completed by hand.

In the following paragraphs, look for two words where there should be one or one word where there should be two, and make the necessary corrections.  

Any one who has ever seen an exhibit of early American quilts can understand why quilts, nowadays, are being recognized as an important form of American art. Some how the women of early America—for it was the women who made quilts—perfected the chore into an art form. During the years when the United States was first being settled, every body made quilts out of necessity. In fact, they were an early form of recycling. Worn clothing was torn a part and cut into alot of different-sized pieces. These scraps were then sewn together randomly to make covers and backs. Quilts made this way were called “crazy” quilts. Sometimes they were stuffed with straw, some times with corn husks. Throughout the harsh winters the quilts helped to keep the settlers warm.

In fact, the haphazard piecing of odd scraps was only the beginning. In spite of the crude materials that the women often had to work with, the cutting and piecing of the scraps of fabric became increasingly intricate. Never the less, without the benefit of sewing machines these women created beautiful hand-sewn quilts in order to help both themselves and eachother. No body could deny that the quilts are works of art. 






















See Rules of Thumb, pp. 11-12.


