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Apostrophes

This exercise is designed to be printed out and completed by hand.

In the following sentences, add an apostrophe wherever necessary. 

1.
In the summers, Larrys son spends his days exploring Mrs. Robinsons meadow.


2.
The new banks real estate holdings arent worth as much as the investors think.


3.
The compositor says its not fair that he gets paid so little compared to the editor.


4.
Depending on its half-life, a radioactive isotope can be dangerous for only a few seconds or for years.

5. A good nights sleep has its own quiet pleasures.


6.
An article in todays newspaper reported that the president doesnt know of any improprieties on the part of the attorney general.


8.
“Odd, isnt it?'' asks Fred. “Everyones dead and Ruths a millionaire.''


9.
When youve chopped all the ingredients for Uncle Lens stir-fried shrimp recipe, youre ready to start cooking.

10. Paulette doesnt put up with her managers rudeness.

Apostrophes

This exercise is designed to be printed out and completed by hand.

In the following paragraphs, add an apostrophe wherever necessary. 

Iras house is a world of its own. Downstairs lives his Uncle Abe. Ira never enters Abes apartment. Upstairs, in the front room, Iras parents sit for hours and talk. Pete, the old beagle, sprawls on a hooked rug. In the back room, the boys play ping pong. Iras ping pong table takes up the entire room, leaving a space of less than eighteen inches for each of the players.


Beverly sits on her mothers porch and shells peas. The plunk, plunk, plunk of the peas landing in the round tin tray blends in with the raindrops drumming on the screens. Its Fourth of July and there will be salmon and peas for breakfast. The rains untimely burst wont affect her day. Shes sure that it will pass over in time for this afternoons party and this evenings picnic.

Apostrophes

Writing Activity

Write a paragraph about a house or apartment that you remember from childhood. Write in the present tense, as if you were there right now. Be sure to use some words that need apostrophes. Here is an example of how you might begin:

Every morning at Aunt Lillie’s house on Farmer Street, Uncle Tabo cooks a big breakfast. We children can’t wait to drink Uncle Tabo’s big mugs of coffee milk. . . .

Apostrophes

Writing Activity

Write a paragraph about a teacher—past or present—and his or her character, quirks, methods, clothes, etc. Be sure to use some words that need apostrophes. Here is an example of how you might begin:

I couldn’t believe Mr. Small’s love of math. He enjoyed writing examples on the board filled with x’s and y’s and impossible numbers. . . .
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See Rules of Thumb, p. 20.


