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Vague Pronouns

Revise these sentences so that none of the pronouns is vague. For example, look at the following sentences:

Tim ordered Chinese food for us instead of pizza. This is my favorite take-out food.

There are two ways to interpret “this” in the sentence, and therefore two possible revisions:

Pizza is my favorite take-out food.
or
Chinese food is my favorite.

A better option is to combine sentences:

Tim ordered my favorite take-out food—Chinese—instead of pizza.


1.
The shoe gave Millard a callus on his foot that needed to be removed.


2.
The sunlight reflected off the water and through the big pine tree which came right into the bedroom.


3.
The evening light was dim despite the lantern on the porch, which made it hard to see. 


4. 
Ernie never eats raw peppers, mussels, or mustard. It makes him break out.

 5.
It is cheaper to buy two small plastic bottles of this detergent instead of one big one. From an environmental perspective, this makes no sense.


6.
She never calls me, she's always late when we get together, and she forgot my birthday. This makes me angry.


7.
It was described to us in the story the route Peyton Farquhar would have taken, if in fact he did escape.


8.
Use a mildly abrasive cleanser in which the tub enamel will be protected.


9.
Food advertising rarely emphasizes vegetables, which is terrible for public health. 

10. Over 75 percent of the inmates in New York State's prisons come from just seven neighborhoods in New York City, which has community leaders searching for solutions.

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 26-27.


