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Good Measures  

Finding an Organization 
for Your Essay

Choose one of the following topics, for writing a paper:

•
How elderly people are treated in a checkout line in a grocery store


•
How one particular person influenced you


•
How you size up people from the clothes they wear
Follow these steps:

1.
Make a long list of ideas and examples that you could use for your topic.


2.
Decide which are your main points and which examples and lesser ideas go under each of them.


3.
Now write a single sentence that sums up what you want your paper to say.


4.
Think about the connection between the ideas. Then arrange the major ideas in a logical sequence so one will lead gracefully to the next.

Finding an Organization 
for Your Essay

Write a formal outline of the research paper, “Dirty Times,” Good Measures, pp. 128-35.  

Sample Research Paper
Make certain that each paragraph is represented in your outline. 

Option: write an alternate outline for organizing the ideas in this paper.

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 72-74.


