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Good Measures 


How to Conduct Research
Here is an exercise in using search terms.  Begin by looking up “rose” in Google and in a database listed on your college library’s home page. List the different meanings of rose that you encounter.

Now conduct a search for:

· information about sales of roses in the United States

· the writer of the song “Bread and Roses”

· news about Pete Rose starting from the year 2003

· the two sides in the War of the Roses         

How to Conduct Research
Here are two exercises in choosing the best sources of information.  

1. Conduct research into injuries to the anterior cruciate ligament (a common knee injury). Then evaluate the quality of information from these four types of sources.  

· Find a newspaper or magazine article relating to this injury.

· Find a book providing information.

· Find a medical journal providing information.

· Find the most recent source of information about this sort of injury.

Some search terms to try include knee, sports medicine, anterior cruciate ligament, orthopedic, and the name of a basketball player, skier, or football player with knee problems.

2. For each of the following topics, find a book, an article in a newspaper or magazine, and a website. Then evaluate the quality of information from these three types of sources for that specific topic.

· The Battle of Jutland (in World War I)

· The childhood of a musician of your choice

· The use of ethanol as an alternative fuel.

How to Conduct Research
Here is an exercise in taking notes.

Consult a newspaper, watch television news, log onto a news website, or listen to a public radio station (or an all-news network). Take notes on a major event that is reported(such as a sports event, a political announcement, a person's accomplishment, an unusual accident, or a weather story. (If you are getting the story on radio or on television, you might want to record the broadcast and then takes notes.)

Write down:

· At least one phrase word for word

· At least two statistics or other concrete facts

· A summary of the event in two or three sentences

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 112-17, 121-24.


