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Good Measures


Getting Information Online

and at the Library
Using the Library Catalog

Using the library catalog, find the answers to the following questions:


1.

What is the very first book about the subject (music( listed in the catalog?


2.

How many titles by Willa Cather are in your college library?


3.

Write down the city of publication, the name of the publisher, and the date of publication of Working, by Studs Terkel.


4.

Find the call number for The Prairie Years, by Carl Sandburg. Go to the stacks and find out whether it is on the shelf. Write down the titles of three books you find closest to its place on the shelf.

Getting Information Online

and at the Library
Using Library Resources

Find the answers to the following questions by using the library resources indicated:

1. Use InfoTrac (it may be called “General OneFile,” or “OneFile”) to find several articles, from different years, about wolves in Yellowstone National Park. Enter “wolves” as your first term, then narrow the results with 
“Yellowstone”; look at results in both magazines and academic journals. 

2. How did Joe DiMaggio do at bat on 17 June 1941? Use The New York Times on microfilm or a library online service.

3. When, in 1863, did New Yorkers learn of the fall of Vicksburg, Mississippi, to Union forces? Use The New York Times Index or a library online service.

4. What is the origin of the phrase (rule of thumb(? Consult the Oxford English Dictionary (OED).

5. How many articles about President John F. Kennedy were listed in The Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature for 1988?

Getting Information Online

and at the Library
Evaluating Information on the Web

1. Go to Google and submit a query, “Why are barns painted red?” Review the answers until you find the most plausible explanation.

2. Consult business websites and blogs to review the discussions about the etiquette of text messaging or twittering.

Decide on the best website and then submit its URL to http://tinyURL.com

Copy the new tiny URL to share with your classmates. 

Write down the best comment from the website, the title of the website, and the date you viewed it.
3. Browse at one of the websites listed below until you find something that contradicts what you or someone close to you believes to be true. Then write a short summary; include the titles of the article and website, and the date you viewed it.  

FAIR (Fairness and Accuracy 

in Reporting) 


http://www.fair.org/

Fact Check (Annenberg School 

of Journalism at Univ. of Penn) 
http://www.factcheck.org/

Urban Legends 



http://www.snopes.com/

Getting Information Online

and at the Library
Using Library Resources

Choose one of the following writers for a bibliographical search:

James Baldwin

Jorge Luis Borges
Flannery O'Connor
Leo Tolstoy
Langston Hughes
Henrik Ibsen
Edith Wharton


1.

Write down the years of the writer's birth and death.


2.

Write down the titles, publishers, and original years of publication of three books by the writer.


3.

Write down the authors, titles, and years of publication of three books about the writer.


4.

Write down the authors, titles, names of periodicals, dates, and pages of three articles about the writer. Use either the Humanities Citation Index or FirstSearch. 

Getting Information Online

and at the Library
Using Library Resources

This exercise is designed to introduce you to the use of online government sources of information:

· Find the website of your congressman or congresswoman and the website of your mayor or county executive.

· Find the population of your city or county (2000 census unless the 2010 census is available by the time you are reading this).

· Find whether the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) provides recent information about your city or county.

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 121-25.

