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Good Measures


Writing the Research Paper

Make believe that these are some of your notes from research on pizza. You were very careful when taking notes, so only the words surrounded by quotation marks are direct quotations; all other phrases are already paraphrased (in your own words), and you double-checked the page references before you left the library.

Notes

Jeff Smith advises adding just one extra ingredient to tomato sauce and cheese on the dough—for example, tomatoes, or onions, or potatoes (arranged like tiles.( He also says to (drizzle some good olive oil over the whole thing( before baking (487).

Alice Waters makes a pizza with a layer of tomatoes and a layer of shrimp sautéed with scallions; she adds chopped basil and parsley after baking. There is no cheese. She also says to (Try this pizza with a mixture of shellfish: squid tentacles, shrimp, mussels, scallops, and so on( (160).

In The New York Times International Cookbook, Craig Claiborne uses anchovy paste all over the dough before he spreads on the tomato sauce. Then he adds grated parmesan and chopped mozzarella. This is his basic recipe, but he omits the anchovy paste when he adds mushrooms or pepperoni (440).


1.

First read over the notes to familiarize yourself with the information.


2.

Next, put these notes aside and write a paragraph about your own favorite pizza combinations.

  3. Now add information from your notes to your paragraph where it will fit in smoothly to support your remark or contrast with what you have already written. Include at least two direct quotations.


4.

Add transition words and phrases, such as according to, on the other hand, in contrast, or similarly.


5.

Mark where you would add parenthetical citations or footnotes.

  6. Revise your paragraph for logical order, and edit for correctness.  

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 126-31.


