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Good Measures 

Finding Your Voice

Here are some experiments to try, to help you discover the range of your writing voice. Write quickly, with energy; do each exercise for at least five minutes.


1.
Complain: Get out your thoughts about something that bothers you.


2.
Curse: Tell what you'd like to have happen to someone who makes you mad.


3.
Praise: Tell how wonderful someone or something is.


4.
Teach: In a helpful, encouraging way, tell a beginner how to do a simple task you do well.


5.
Be blunt: Tell it like it is. Say the truth about something most people don't admit.


6.
Be sarcastic: Throw scorn on something despicable.

Finding Your Voice

Writing Activity

Write a letter to someone important to you. Tell that person exactly what you couldn't say face-to-face, being as honest as you are able. You don't have to send the letter . . . but you might decide to do so. 

See Rules of Thumb, p. 165.


