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Good Measures  

Repetition: Bad, Not-so-Bad, and Good
For each of the following sentences or groups of sentences, first decide which repetition you find either strong or necessary. Then decide how to fix repetitions that are weak.

1. Jones put the mouthpiece in his mouth.

2. Professor Mason repeated the same lesson over again.

3. The Departed starred Leonardo DiCaprio as a good cop pretending to be a crook and Matt Damon as a crook pretending to be a good cop.

4. Faster and faster, wilder and wilder, the ride twists and whirls, rises, rises, rises, and drops.


5. Children with peanut allergies can have severe—even fatal—reactions to microscopic amounts of peanuts. However, doctors have recently begun asking children to ingest small amounts of peanuts under controlled conditions, with promising signs of increased tolerance.

6. Smoking pot went from weekends, to nights and weekends, to mornings, nights and weekends, to just always being high. I was more than a pothead, I was a burnout.

7. He leveled me with a straight left that made its mark. The mark it made was a chipped front tooth.

8. Napoleon captured Moscow, but the citizens burned most of Moscow. Napoleon’s supplies were low. Napoleon waited too long to retreat from Moscow. The Russian winter decimated Napoleon’s army.

9. Standing on a street corner selling drugs is not a job; pimping women is not a job; collecting welfare checks is not a job.

10. In the Harkness Pavilion, one corridor had 20 closed doors and 20 chairs lining the walls; another corridor had 23 closed doors, no chairs, and an open waiting area; and the third corridor had 10 closed doors, a dozen chairs lining the walls, and two open doors letting out noisy office sounds.  

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 168-69.


