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Good Measures


Eliminating Inappropriate Language

Rewrite the following sentences to eliminate bias. For example, examine the following sentence:
The local underwear factory is hiring seamstresses and machine repairmen.
This sentence can be revised to read:

The local underwear factory is hiring people to sew and people to repair machines.


1.
The automobile repairman should bring his own tools for the training seminar.


2.
Attorneys, dentists, and doctors often keep photographs of their wives and children on their desks for clients to admire.


3.
The breadwinner of the family should list his income on line 2; the housewife's income, if any, is listed on line 3.


4.
The sorority girls did a workmanlike job on their float for the homecoming parade.


5.
The policemen don't have too many details about the robbery; the gunman left no clues to his identity, and the victim is still in a coma.


6.
John Smith is a noted white writer.


7.
Volunteers manned the telephones during the fund drive.


8.
This committee represents the entire community(all racial groups, a woman, and both religions.


9.
The printing department is overworked: each teacher should have her copying requests submitted two weeks prior to the date needed.


10.
Our airline provides top service: all repairmen use the latest aerotechnology, the stewardesses work solely for passenger safety and comfort, and the pilot is always the best in his class.

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 170-71.


