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Good Measures


Varying Your Sentences

COMBINE CHOPPY SENTENCES

A good way to practice varying your sentences is by sentence-combining—taking five or six short sentences and reducing them to two or three. For example, examine the following group of short sentences:
1.
Kevin started driving when he was only ten.

2.
He drove a truck on his grandfather's farm in west Texas.

3.
His grandfather could watch him on the farm roads.

4.
He had the farm roads all to himself.

5.
He learned to drive in a safe way.
Here are two ways that these sentences could be combined without losing any information:
Kevin started driving a truck on his grandfather's farm in west Texas when he was only ten. Because he had the farm roads all to himself and his grandfather could keep an eye on him, he learned to drive in a safe way.

When Kevin was only ten, he learned in safety to drive on his grandfather's farm in west Texas. Under his grandfather's eye, Kevin drove a truck on farm roads that he had to himself.

Varying Your Sentences

COMBINE CHOPPY SENTENCES

Combine the following sentences, retaining the facts. Aim for one or two sentences. Be sure to use subordination or transition to show the relationship between the ideas. For an example, see the previous page.

1.
Bicycling in the city keeps you alert.

2.
You have to concentrate on what is ahead of you.

3.
You have to concentrate on what is behind you.

4.
You have to concentrate on what is to either side of you.

5.
Bicycling can be dangerous.

6.
Bicycling also can be fun.

Varying Your Sentences

COMBINE CHOPPY SENTENCES

Combine the following sentences, retaining the facts. You may decide to use similarities and differences, but in any case be sure to show the relationship between the ideas. Try to get this group down to three sentences or less. For an example, see page 150.

Note: a beaver is a web-footed mammal.

1.
The platypus is a furry animal.

2.
It lays eggs.

3.
It has a bill like a duck.

4.
It has a flat tail like a beaver.

5.
It lives in and near water.

6.
It has webbed feet.

Varying Your Sentences

STRONG ENDINGS

Rewrite the following sentences to give them stronger endings. For example, examine the parts of the following sentence:

Officer Langdon burned her uniform after witnessing the depth of the department's corruption.

The sentence can be made stronger by writing:

After witnessing the depth of the department's corruption, Officer Langdon burned her uniform.


1.
Macon ended up with a broken leg when Evan's dog tripped him.


2.
It poured for six days after two months of hot, dry weather, brown grass, and water rationing.


3.
For the first time, she let him kiss her when the lights went out and the elevator got stuck between the fifth and sixth floors.


4.
The state legislators were scandalized to learn about the retirement package(which totaled $900,000(of the school superintendent.


5.
They sapped all the energy out of the writing in order to make the document politically correct.


6.
The first volley of fireworks exploded in green and yellow showers as the crowd gazed towards the sky.


7.
At last the mugger was arrested after attacking five people in one day and injuring two of them.


8.
Nell Ann always comes through for us when the chips are down.


9.
The audience cheered when one of the sisters threw flour on her face, jumped on the table, and danced a jig during the first act of Dancing at Lughnasa.


10.
His hair was pulled back in a ponytail to reveal a new gold earring, which was the first thing that his mother noticed.         

See Rules of Thumb, pp. 177-78.


