
Chapter Eight
Political Parties, Candidates, and Campaigns:
Defining the Voter’s Choice
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Chapter Summary
Political parties serve to link the general public with its elected leaders and to organize political conflict. In the United States, this linkage is provided by a two-party system; only the Democratic and Republican parties have any chance of winning numeric control of government. The first political parties were organized by Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson and later evolved through Andrew Jackson’s grass-roots framework and then Abraham Lincoln’s Republican party emerged. Since that time, the Democrats and Republicans have monopolized the system, alternating through victory and defeat.

Most other democracies have a multiparty system. The fact that the United States has only two major parties is explained by several factors; an electoral system—characterized by single-member districts—that makes it difficult for third parties to compete for power; each party’s willingness to accept political leaders of differing views; and a political culture that stresses compromise and negotiation rather than ideological rigidity. America’s two major parties are also maintained by laws and customs that support their domination of elections. Minor political parties (there have been more than a thousand in the nation’s history) have mainly been short-lived, although they have been responsible for raising issues that have been neglected by major parties. Minor parties can be classified as single-issue (e.g., the Prohibition Party), ideological (e.g., the Libertarians), reform (e.g., the Progressive Party), and factional (e.g., Theodore Roosevelt’s Bull Moose Party in 1912).

A realignment occurs when new and powerful issues emerge and disrupt the normal pattern of party politics. Realigning, or critical elections, offer voters the opportunity to have a large and lasting impact on national public policy. In responding to these issues and then by endorsing the actions of the party that takes power, the electorate helps to establish a new governing philosophy and its associated policies. A realignment is maintained through the development of loyalties among first-time voters to the new governing party and its policies. According to the author, realignments have occurred around the time of the Civil War, during the 1890s, and the Great Depression of the 1930s. There has not been a traditional realignment election since 1932; however, voting patterns shifted significantly, though gradually, in the second half of the twentieth century.
Because the United States has only two major political parties, they normally tend to avoid controversial or extreme political positions. Party leaders typically pursue moderate and somewhat overlapping policies. Their appeals are designed to win the support of a diverse electorate with moderate opinions. This form of party competition is reflected in the Democratic and Republican coalitions. Although the two parties’ coalitions are not identical, they do overlap significantly; each party includes large numbers of individuals who represent nearly every significant interest in society. Democrats have traditionally identified with the underdogs of society while the GOP is usually linked to wealthier citizens and big business. Nonetheless, the Democratic and Republican parties sometimes do offer sharply contrasting policy alternatives, particularly in times of political unrest. In recent years, differences have revolved around the degree of governmental involvement in policy, i.e., higher levels of federal spending versus power being decentralized back to the states. It is at such times that the public has its best opportunity to make a decisive difference through its vote. 
America’s political parties are relatively weak organizations. They lack control over nominations, elections, and platforms. Candidates can bypass the party organization and win nomination through primary elections. Individual candidates control most of the organization and money necessary to win elections and run largely on personal platforms.

Primary elections are a major reason for the organizational weakness of America’s parties. Once the parties lost their hold on the nominating process, they became subordinate to candidates. More generally, the political parties have been undermined by election reforms, some of which were intended to weaken the parties and others have unintentionally done so. Recently, the state and national party organizations have expanded their capacity to provide candidates with modern campaign services and are again playing a prominent role in election campaigns. Nevertheless, party organizations at all levels have few ways of controlling the candidates who run under their banner. They assist candidates with campaign technology, workers, and funds, but cannot compel candidates’ loyalty to organizational goals. 
America’s parties are decentralized, fragmented organizations. The relationship among local, state, and national party organizations is marked by paths of common interest rather than lines of authority. The national party organization does not control the policies and activities of the state organizations, and they in turn do not control local organizations. The fragmentation of parties prevents them from acting as cohesive national organizations. Traditionally, the local organizations have controlled most of the party’s work force because most elections are contested at the local level. Local parties, however, vary significantly in their vitality.

American political campaigns, particularly those for higher-level office, are candidate-centered. Most candidates are self-starters who become adept at the election game. They spend much of their time raising campaign funds, and they build their personal organizations around hired guns: pollsters, media producers, and election consultants. Strategy and image-making are key components of the modern campaign, as is televised political advertising, which accounts for roughly half of all spending in presidential and congressional races.

The main points of the chapter are as follows:

· Throughout most of the nation’s history, political competition has centered on two parties. This two-party tendency is explained by the nature of America’s electoral system, political institutions, and political culture. Minor parties exist in the United States but have been unable to compete successfully for governing power. 
· To win an electoral majority, each of the two major parties must appeal to a diverse set of interests; this necessity normally leads them to advocate moderate and somewhat overlapping policies and to avoid taking detailed positions on controversial issues. American parties are only likely to present the electorate with starkly different policy alternatives during a national crisis. 
· U.S. party organizations are fragmented and decentralized. The national organization is a loose alliance of state organizations, which in turn are loose associations of autonomous local organizations. This reality is due to American federalism and the nation’s diversity, which have made it difficult for parties to act as instruments of national power.

· Unlike other democracies, the ability of American party organizations to control nominations and election to office is weak.

· Candidate-centered campaigns are based on the media and utilize the skills of 
professional consultants. Key components in presidential and congressional elections 
include money, strategy, and televised advertising. 

Learning Objectives
Having read the chapter, all students should be able to do each of the following:

1. Describe the role of political parties in democratic political systems.

2. Trace the evolution of the American two-party system and discuss the dynamics of realigning or critical elections.

3. Discuss the role and nature of minor parties in American politics.

4. Explain the endurance of the two-party system and describe the obstacles inherent in the American electoral system preventing minor parties from successfully competing for governing power.

5. Compare and contrast the American two-party system and the more common multiparty system with regard to popular representation and accountability. Discuss the influence of each system on coalition building and public policy formulation.

6. Offer reasons for the organizational weakness of American political parties and the decline in their influence as compared to the powerful role of parties in European politics. 

7. Describe the effects of the decline of parties and candidate-centered campaigns on popular influence on government, and list other methods through which segments of the public exert control over candidate nomination, election, and policy implementation.

8. Discuss the role played by parties, money, and media in today’s candidate-centered campaigns. 
Major Concepts
Be able to identify and/or define each of the following in a short paragraph.

1. 
political party 
2. 
party-centered politics 
3. 
candidate-centered politics 
4. 
party competition
5. 
grassroots party 
6. 
party realignment 
7.
split ticket

8.
prospective voting
9.
retrospective voting
10. 
two-party system 
11. 
multiparty system 
12. 
single-member districts 
13. 
proportional representation 
14. 
party coalition 
15.
reform (minor) party
16.
single-issue (minor) party

17.
ideological (minor) party

18.
factional (minor) party

19. 
party organizations 
20. 
nomination 
21. 
primary election (direct primary) 
22. 
service relationship 
23. 
hard money 
24. 
soft money 
25. 
money chase 
26. 
hired guns 
27. 
packaging (of a candidate)
28. 
air wars 
Practice Exam
(Answers appear at the end of this chapter.)
Multiple Choice

1. 
Which of the following statements is true?

1. Political parties existed on a national level in the United States when the Constitution was written in 1787.

1. There were no political parties in existence on a national level in the United States when the Constitution was written in 1787.

1. Political parties evolved in the United States due to a political rivalry.

1. There were no political parties in existence on a national level in the U.S. when the Constitution was written, but they evolved due to a political rivalry.
1. Political parties did not develop in the United States until the late nineteenth century.

2. 
_____ developed the first grassroots political party in the United States.

a. Thomas Jefferson

b. James Monroe

c. Andrew Jackson

d. John Quincy Adams

e. James Madison

3. 
Whigs were united by

e. their coherent philosophy.

e. their opposition to the policies of the Jacksonian Democrats.

e. their opposition to Federalist policies.

e. their opposition to Republican policies.

e. None of the answers are correct.

4. 
_____ is credited with the preservation of the American union.

a. Grover Cleveland

b. William McKinley

c. Abraham Lincoln

d. Franklin Roosevelt

e. John C. Breckinridge

5. 
Which of the following was not a realigning election during which Republicans consolidated control?

e. 1860

e. 1896

e. 1932

e. 2000

e. both 1860 and 1896
6. 
Which of the following is indicative of a dealignment?

a. More voters identify with the GOP.

b. More voters identify with the Democratic party.

c. More voters identify themselves as an independent.

d. More voters identify with the Socialist party.

e. None of the answers are correct.

7. 
Most democracies

e. have two competitive political parties.

e. have proportional representation.

e. have two competitive political parties and proportional representation.
e. have three or more competitive political parties.

e. have proportional representation and have three or more competitive political parties.
8. 
_____ is a partial but enduring weakening of partisanship.
e. Realignment
e. Reapportionment
e. Dealignment
e. Factionalization
e.
Apathy
9. 
_____ occurs when a voter chooses a candidate on the basis of what the candidate promises to do if elected.

a. Retrospective voting
b. Sociotropic voting
c. Split-ticket voting
d. Straight-ticket voting
e. Prospective voting
10. 
The Republican coalition consists mainly of 

e. Jews.

e. Catholics.

e. gays and lesbians.

e. white middle-class Protestants.

e. women.

11. 
_____ is an example of a factional party.

a. The Bull Moose party

b. The Right-to-Life party

c. The Green party

d. The Populist party

e. The Reform party

12. 
_____ is the only minor party to achieve majority status.

e. The Democratic party

e. The Republican party

e. The Federalist party

e. The Whig party

e. The Progressive party

13. 
Not-for-profit political organizations which have become popular tools for evading soft money bans are known as _____ groups.

a. BCRA
b. 527
c. Swift Boat
d. service
e. teflon
14. 
At least 95 percent of party activists work at the

e. national level.

e. state level.

e. local level.

e. international level.

e. national and state levels.
15. 
Due to issues such as abortion rights, education, employment policies, and gun control _____ have disproportionately voted for the Democratic Party.
a. Hispanics
b. women
c. evangelical Christians
d. men
e. African Americans
16. 
U.S. political parties

e. are organized from the top down.

e. are very centralized.

e. are loose associations of national, state, and local organizations.

e. are organized from the bottom up.

e. are loose associations of national, state, and local organizations which are organized from the bottom up.
17. 
Which of the following is the best example of an ideological party?

a. Bull Moose Party
b. Prohibition Party
c. Reform Party
d. Populist Party
e
Republican Party
18. 
What are some of the disadvantages of candidate-centered campaigns?

d. They often degenerate into personality contests.

d. They are fertile ground for powerful special interest groups.

d. They weaken accountability, as elected officials blame others when things go wrong.

d. All of the answers are correct.

d. None of the answers are correct.

19. 
Which minor party won three percent of the popular vote in the 2000 presidential election?
a. Libertarian Party
b. Populist Party
c. Reform Party
d. Green Party
e.
Socialist Party of America
20. 
According to Clinton Rossiter, _____ are “creatures of compromise.”

d. the people

d. journalists

d. bureaucrats

d. the parties

d. interest groups

Essays

21. What elements are involved in party realignments?
22. Why do single-member districts discourage the creation of minor parties?
23. Describe the contemporary Democratic and Republican coalitions.
24. How have primaries weakened party organizations?
25. What are the relative advantages and disadvantages of candidate-centered campaigns?

Answers to the Practice Exam
1. 
d
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a
2. 
c



12.
b
3. 
b
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b
4. 
c



14.
c
5. 
e
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6. 
c



16.
e
7. 
e



17.
d
8. 
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18.
d
9. 
e



19.
d
10. 
d



20.
d
21. There are four elements involved in party realignments. First, the existing political order is disrupted due to the emergence of one or more unusually powerful and divisive issues. Second, voters shift their partisan loyalties in favor of one party. Third, major changes in policy ensue through the action of the stronger party. Fourth, there is an enduring change in party coalitions, which works to the lasting advantage of the dominant party.

22. The existence of single-member districts discourages the creation of minor parties because the party that receives the most votes secures the office. In other words, the winner gets everything, and other parties have nothing to show for their efforts. If, by way of illustration, the Green party fielded candidates in all 435 House races and received 20 percent of the vote in each district, it would not win any seats at all. In a system with proportional representation, seats in the legislature are allocated according to the party’s share of the popular vote. Thus, minor parties are rewarded for fielding candidates in elections because their efforts result in at least a modicum of representation in the legislative branch.

23. The contemporary Democratic coalition consists of African Americans, union members, the poor, urban dwellers, Latinos, Jews, women, and gays and lesbians. The Republican coalition consists mainly of white middle-class Protestants. In addition, the Republican Party has made big gains in recent decades among white fundamentalist Christians.

24. Nothing has weakened the political parties more than the advent of primary elections. If primaries did not exist, all political candidates would have to work through party organizations in order to gain nomination, and they could be denied re-nomination if they were not supportive of the party’s goals. Because of primary elections, however, those who win are not as beholden to the party as they were at one time. In fact, many candidates pursue their own campaigns and once they win, they build their own personal following that effectively places them beyond the party’s direct control.

25. Candidate-centered campaigns have some relative advantages. First, they lend flexibility into the electoral process by allowing newcomers into the political arena. Strong party organizations are rigid by comparison. Newcomers often bring fresh ideas into the public affairs debate. Second, candidate-centered campaigns encourage national officeholders to be responsive to local interests. In building personal followings among their constituents, members of Congress respond to local needs. There are relative disadvantages to candidate-centered campaigns as well. They often degenerate into personality contests, and they are fertile ground for interest groups, which contribute much of the money for political campaigns. Candidate-centered campaigns also weaken accountability by making it easier for officeholders to deny responsibility for government’s actions. 
Multiple Choice Explanations
1. George Washington warned against the harmful effects of political parties in his farewell address as he was leaving office in 1797. Ironically, it was a rivalry between two of his cabinet secretaries, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson, which prompted the development of the first two political parties in America, so (d) is the correct response.
2. During the 1820s, Andrew Jackson (c) developed the first grassroots party in America (Democratic party). For the first time, a political party established committees at the local, state, and national levels, with membership open to all eligible voters.

3. The Democrats (b) challenged the Whigs for power between 1828 and 1860.

4. Lincoln’s (c) greatest legacy is the preservation of the union. Other noteworthy accomplishments include the Emancipation Proclamation and Gettysburg Address.

5. The Democrats gained power in 1932, ending a period of Republican dominance that began in 1860 and was bolstered in 1896 (e). Although Republicans retook the White House in 2000, it was by too slender a margin to qualify as a realignment.
6. A dealignment exists when voter loyalties to both major political parties declines. This is evident when a higher proportion of voters identify themselves as an Independent (c).

7. Most democracies have structural rules that permit proportional representation, not single-member districts as in the case of the United States. Also, two-party competitive systems are fairly unique to the United States, so (e) is the correct answer.

8. While dealignment is a partial weakening of partisanship (c), realignment represents a major change or shift in partisanship.

9. In contrast to prospective voting (e), retrospective voting refers to when voters make decisions based on a candidate’s past record or performance.

10. Women, Jews, and gays and lesbians are strong Democratic groups. The Catholic Church is of a mixed nature; yet white middle-class Protestants (d) are the foundation of the GOP.
11. The Bull Moose Party (a), which split with the Republicans in 1912, was a factional party. The Right-to-Life party contends with single issues; whereas Greens, Populists, and Reform party adherents are ideological in nature.
12. With Abraham Lincoln’s election in 1860, the Republican party (b) replaced the Whigs as a major party and the Republicans and Democrats have maintained majority status ever since.

13. The BCRA which banned soft money contributions was found not to cover not-for-profit political groups governed under the rules of Section 527 (b) of the Internal Revenue Code.

14. Since most elective offices are at the local level (c), it is not surprising that the vast majority of party activists work at the bottom level.

15. While women tend to vote disproportionately Democratic (b) for the reasons given, some men tend to vote disproportionately Republican for others.

16. Unlike political parties in other democracies, parties are organized from the bottom up and are loose, decentralized associations, so (e) is the correct response.

17.  
Historically, the Populist Party (d) is perhaps the best example of an ideological party, while the Green Party is the most popular minor party today, largely for ideological purposes.

18.  
Candidate-centered campaigns have a number of disadvantages (d) compared to party-centered campaigns.

19.  
Ralph Nader’s Green Party (d) tremendously influenced the outcome of the 2000 presidential election by garnering three percent of the popular vote.

20.  
American political parties (d) typically try to develop stands that have broad appeal, or at least will not alienate significant blocs of voters.
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