               Update XXIV

The Descending Hush
 Journalism Educators Leave Key Question Unanswered 
     
Are there no matters of concern to journalism educators, no controversial issues, irritants, perplexities? Where are the questioners, the diggers, the argumentative among us? 
 Have we in our pursuit of publications, tenure, pay raises, research, status become quiescent?  Have we nothing to say about the troubling currents in journalism and journalism education, no comments about the issues confronting the communities—town and gown—in which we live and work? When someone does speak out, the comment invariably hits a wall of silence.
 
 Take one obvious situation—the pernicious consequences of the enrollment- driven admission policies of many journalism programs. 

  It’s no secret that many students going into the journalism program are woefully unprepared. Despite the requirement of most programs that the entering student have a passing grade in freshman composition, the language skills of many are sub-standard.   (See below, Keeping the Program  Alive.)  As a result, the first weeks of the first-year reporting and writing course must be devoted to high-school level instruction in grammar and the like. Journalism instruction must be postponed. 


Freshman Comp Course a Bust 
Has anyone looked at what goes on in these composition classes? Most classes, I am told, have enrollments of 25 students or more.  Now, there is no way an instructor can teach today’s high school graduates freshman comp in a class that size. Imagine reading the essays of 25 students week after week. Comma splices, spelling errors, zig-zag organization...and placating the student who complains that spellcheck OK’d this sentence in an essay about a fellow student struggling to pass his mid-term exams: “Although he said they were hard, he managed to pass his testes.”

Add to all this the fact that most freshman comp classes are taught by graduate students whose priority is their own studies.  These teaching assistants have little time for the intensive instruction many of their students require. 


Curricular Imbalance
 What about the proper balance in the journalism curriculum of technology and content? As the technology leaps ahead and journalists are increasingly asked to handle the multitudinous instruments available, what happens to instruction in subject matter? 
 Do journalism students know how to report the steep decline in the quality of education in grade and high schools? Are they able to do so with the knowledge of how the public schools are financed, and are they aware of the drive to move the source of support from the property tax to other revenue sources?  Do they know, for that matter, the tax structures of their city, county and state, and can they recognize the constituencies involved in making the municipal budget?

 Is such knowledge properly within the scope of a journalism education? Or do we presume that general knowledge can be picked up elsewhere, in non-journalism courses?  If so, should the journalism program have course requirements for its students, a core curriculum of liberal arts courses?  If so, of what should this course-specific curriculum consist?  


The Educator’s Responsibility

 We hear often about the “courage to speak out.” We hear less about the “obligation to speak out.” We in academe take for granted the concept of academic freedom, the latitude granted us so that we can pursue our research and teaching free from political and other societal pressures.   We are valued precisely for our independence.  It is a scarce resource in a society plagued by special interests.  The public looks to us to speak our minds. 
But do we recognize our responsibility to speak out, to use our freedom to study and then comment on issues of concern to our communities? Or are we hiding in the dense underbrush of arcane research, and are our voices given to acclamations of the  prevailing wisdom?  
‘You Can’t Flunk Them All’
Keeping the Program Alive

In an article in the March 2006 Quill, Margo Wilson, who teaches journalism and English at California University of Pennsylvania, has advice for journalists considering an academic career. She lists pluses and minuses: teaching “is a good gig”; the need for an advanced degree, probably a Ph.D.; the probability of having to teach “100 or more students each semester”;  long committee meetings.


She observes:



Most undergraduates are not like you. This may be a good


   thing for society, but it won’t necessarily be a good thing for


   you. Yes, there are students who work hard, write well, go 


   the extra step, call the additional source, respect

               deadlines and agonize over accuracy. But what about 


   the ones who loathe writing, who think pasting Internet 


   information into their story is the height of 


   resourcefulness, who can’t believe the attendance policy


   applies to them? You can’t flunk them all.  You need


   them to keep your journalism program alive. You must motivate


   and inspire them.

The Katie Couric Extravaganza

Talent vs. Newsgathering and Coverage


The big news early in April was not from Iraq or Washington but from the CBS and NBC network headquarters. Story after story reported that Katie Couric was leaving NBC for CBS and that CBS would utilize the services of Meredith Viera as Couric’s replacement.  Couric, it was reported, would be paid $15 million a year, Viera a few million less.

The chief executive of BBC World, Richard Sambrook, put some perspective on the differences between U.S. television news and the practices of the BBC.


“The fact that Katie Couric’s  being poached from NBC by CBS is such a big deal demonstrates how much American network news is still organized around big talent.  As the BBC news executive, I would put newsgathering and coverage ahead of talent,” Sambrook said. “I recognize that in the U.S. market, personality drives ratings.”

  Sambrook said that in its attempt to sell BBC’s 24-hour news channel in the U.S. in its deal with Discovery Communications, “We will need one or two faces who will be recognized as the face of BBC North America, but we will never be able to have anybody who rivals Brian Williams or Katie Couric.


“That is why our proposition is a different one. People come to the BBC for international news, not to see one particular presenter.”


Add: This spate of stories was followed by another: Matt Lauer of “Today” signed a contract that will pay him more than $13 million a year until 2011 for reading the news. Salaries for experienced newspaper reporters range from $45,000 to $100,000 a year, depending on the size of the city, reports the American Newspaper Guild. 
From the Archives (I)
How to Become a Reporter

Daily News

            Chicago, Illinois

                            Dear Sir:



    I am graduating from the eighth grade

                    this year and am very interested in becoming

                    a reporter.  Could you please rush me any 

                    information on becoming a reporter? 

                            This will be used in class.

                                             Thank you

                                              Very truly

                                              Ellen Cole




           2710 Rohlwing rd.

                                               Rolling Meadows,

                                               Illinois

        The letter was shunted over to one of the newspaper’s columnists. Here are excerpts from his published reply:


How does one become a reporter? It’s an act of God, or the Devil—


depending on how you look at it.  You have to be blessed with a love

            of reading, and cursed with the insatiable sense of curiosity. You have to


know a great deal about people—but first you have to know a great deal 


about yourself. You must be able to soak up facts like a sponge, and squirt


them out like a hose.



You must be in love with words, but not for their own sake but for

the beauty and precision they can convey to other minds.  As your only 


tool, they must be kept clear and shining and sharp. 



You must be afraid of no one (except your own editor); always 


ready to question authority, to check statistics, to balance opposing


views, to probe for the heart and soul, not just the skeleton, of a story. You


must acquire some grasp of the large framework of world affairs, so that


your story will make a meaningful pattern for readers; you must always know


twice as much about a subject as you are able to use. …



You will try to aim for “objectivity,” knowing it is a goal that cannot


be reached, but nevertheless trying with all your might to separate it from 


your own prejudices and passions from that elusive thing called “truth”.



Most of all, you must believe that although much of your work


may be transitory and unimportant (as so much work is), there is a solid 


core of worth in reporting the world’s events, large and small, to the


public.


Ellen’s letter is dated Feb. 24, 1959.  The columnist was Sydney J. Harris of the Chicago Daily News.
From the Archives (II)

Colorizing Straight News


       DALLAS—Nov. 22—Elivra Brown’s aging face seems almost


to be a map of the parched, weatherbeaten Texas countryside that

has been her home for 83 years.  Through her eyes that squint in

the harsh sunlight, she has seen Dallas grow from a tiny cowtown into a 


midland capital.  The street outside her tiny house used to be nothing more than


a dust trail in summer and a mudhole in winter.



Years ago, she would sit on this porch and watch cattle drives pass. Today


a procession of a different sort passed along the now-paved course.



It was a motorcade.  It flew by at top speed on its way to Parkland


Memorial Hospital. Top speed, because, it seems, the President of the United


States was inside.  And he was dead.


This parody of the trend to featurizing news stories with anecdotal leads was written 20 years ago by a staffer at The New York Times. 
Jury Selection—a Key to Trial Coverage



Jury Consultants at Work

Coverage of jury trials usually begins with the first day of testimony.  But lawyers know that the outcome may be decided in jury selection.

 Some court watchers say that O.J.Simpson’s murder acquittal was inevitable when a jury of eight black women and two white women was empanelled. Simpson’s defense team had used surveys and focus groups to find that black men were three times more likely than black women to believe Simpson was guilty, and that the more educated black men and women also considered him guilty. In his civil trial for damages, Simpson was found liable for the deaths. There was not a single black juror. 

In the Enron trial, defendant Kenneth Lay hired a jury consultant with a record of successful defense work. One of his clients was found not guilty “even after he admitted to accidentally killing a neighbor and chopping up his body,” reports The New Yorker.  Prospective jurors in Lay’s trial were mailed a questionnaire that included questions about their TV viewing: Did they watch Bill O’Reilly, Rush Limbaugh, “Market Watch,” and “Boston Legal”?  
Misleading Advice

On the Writing of Leads


With the tenth edition of my textbook News Reporting and Writing in book stores this Fall, my publisher suggested I look over other textbooks in preparing for the next edition.  (Yes, it takes two to three years to prepare a new edition.)  “See if we are missing something,” I was told. 


My first foray into the competition turned up this nugget: “Writers spend too much time thinking about their leads.”   The author went on to say that the first step in writing is organizing the material.


Helpful advice, grounded in the reality of reporting? Hardly advice from the real world of journalism. What guides the reporter in his or her organizing?  How do you know what to discard, what to keep? What do you put first in your organizing, what next?


Obviously, you need some organizing concept, some basic idea of what you want to say in your story. In other words, you need a tentative idea of the lead, the thread along which your story will be strung.


                                   Creating the Story Idea


That concept, that story idea, is developed long before reporters sit down to examine their notes. Every study of reporters at work—including my own—has found that journalists conceptualize their stories soon as possible. They develop ideas--tentative leads--on assignment or in the initial stages of reporting.  They do so in order to survive.   There is just too much out there to use the vacuum-cleaner approach to reporting.  Reporters need to know where to look, who to interview, what questions will elicit meaningful answers.

Tentative leads, story hypotheses, starting ideas are devised as early as possible, and the reporting either substantiates the basic idea or does not.  If not, the idea is discarded and replaced by another. These tentative leads either prove out or not in the reporting. As a former editor of Time magazine put it, reporting is “conjecture subject to verification.”





A Reporter at Work


In the January/February Atlantic Monthly, William Langewiesche describes the work of Mark Hibbs, “who is largely unknown to the public, but must rank as one of the greatest reporters at work in the world today.” Hibbs reports for the publications Nucleonics Week and Nuclear Fuel. In his article, “The Point of No Return,” Langewiesche writes:




Superficially, what he does seems simple enough:



he ferrets out details from a variety of sources, fits them


into patterns in
 his mind, and writes them up. … Over the course



of the 1990s Hibbs dug through the evidence, forming 



hypotheses in his mind and asking increasingly precise



questions of obscure specialists who knew of him 



but did not necessarily know what he was after. 

Hibbs was tracking the work of the Pakistan scientist A.Q.Khan, who was selling atom bomb plans to all comers, including North Korea.  In 1991, Hibbs had written about Khan’s visits to Iran and that some western governments suspected that Iran had obtained uranium-enrichment centrifuge technology from Pakistan, essential in the bomb-making process.

 No one would confirm Hibbs’ suspicion and he continued to press his sources over a decade. Langewiesche
writes that Hibbs studied the matter “and with the shreds of information he painstakingly formed a picture in his mind. He asked himself: How powerful is this machine? How big is it? How much uranium could it conceivably enrich? How fast? And how long has it taken the Iranians to develop it?”

Finally, Hibbs concluded that the Iranian machinery “was probably from A.Q.Khan,” but he needed some sort of confirmation.” He sought out a confidential source at a U.S. agency in Washington. His source confirmed Hibb’s hypothesis, and the story appeared in Nuclear Fuel in January 2003. The story, Langewiesche writes, was met with “a chorus of official denials.” 

Khan’s activities finally were exposed, and last month Iran announced it had succeeded in its uranium-enrichment process.





Learning the Hard Way

I learned about this essential of the reporting-writing process--forming a story idea early--on my first day on the job. I had been assigned to do a piece on the latest farm machinery on exhibit at the state fair. On my return to the newsroom, George Baldwin, my city editor, asked me what I had.


“I’m thinking about it, George,” I replied. “I need to go over my notes. There are a lot of new machines out there.”


And this kind, gentle man only smiled and asked me if I could give him a lead and a few grafs in 10 minutes as he was holding a place for my story in the first edition that went to rural areas of the state.

One of the old timers in the newsroom overheard our conversation and came over to help and I managed to hand George a lead and a few grafs in nine minutes.  Then this long-time newsman gave me some advice.


“Always think leads,” Millard said. “A lead idea will help with the reporting, guide you to things to look for. And knowing your lead organizes the story so you can sit down and bat it out and meet the deadline.  Think leads.”


Millard made those days of newsroom probation less stressful for me. I learned that having a lead in mind as early in reporting as possible helped me look for the relevant and meaningful quotes I could put high in my story, the anecdotes and illustrations that would give life to the copy and perhaps most useful of all, what to leave out…for I remembered a useful bit of advice I’d seen somewhere: Journalism consists of knowing what to leave out and condensing the rest.

When Writers Could Write
Looking Back: The Consummate Sports Writer

Did he or didn’t he? Sports columnists have weighed in on whether Barry Bonds  was a steroid user, and if so whether his assault on the home run records of Babe Ruth and Hank Aaron should be allowed to stand in the record books without an explanatory  asterisk.  For a generation that never heard of Aaron, Red Smith is helpful.




 Hank Aaron: Courteous, Modest

Here is what  Smith wrote when Aaron hit is 715th home run in Cincinnati and passed Ruth: 


The only way it could have been better would have been


     for Henry to hit the very first pitch, the one thrown by Gerald Ford.
 
         
Of all the contributions Hank Aaron has made to baseball in

                 20 blameless years, of all his accomplishments as a player and

his acts of graciousness, generosity and loyalty as a person, none was half  so valuable as his achievement of yesterday.   It isn’t only that his 714th home run matched a record that  for more than 40 years was considered beyond human reach, and it  isn’t particularly important that this courteous, modest man has at last overtaken Babe Ruth’s roistering ghost.  What really counts

     is that when Henry laid the wood on Jack Billingham’s fastball


     he struck a blow for the integrity of the game and for public faith in the game.



With one stroke he canceled schemes to cheapen his pursuit 


     of the record by making it a carnival attraction staged for the box


     office alone, and he rendered moot two months of wrangling between the

     money-changers and the Protectors of the Faith. 



(Note: Aaron played for the Braves, which wanted to bench Aaron for the three games in Cincinnati so he could hit the record-breaker during the 11-game home stand in front of record crowds.  Smith described this as the Braves attempt to “dragoon the living Aaron and the dead Ruth as shills to sell tickets in Atlanta.”  Commissioner Bowie Kuhn ordered the Braves to play Aaron in at least two games against Cincinnati. Smith’s column appeared April 5, 1974, in The New York Times.)
Another Red Smith Gem

When Pitchers Doctored the Ball
Off-the-book behavior of baseball players is not new. Here is how Red Smith described a famed spitball pitcher:



Of all the pitchers renowned for clandestine driveling

  
    probably the most famous was Lewis Selva Burdette of 


    Nitro, W.Va. When Lew was a 20-game winner for the 


    Milwaukee Braves, papers needed three columns for his


    pitching record: won, lost and relative humidity. Printers


   setting his middle name instinctively misspelled it.

Brain Drain

Finding the IQ of Football Players 

 To assess college players in the  National Football League draft, every team in the NFL uses the Wonderlic Personnel Test, “a general intelligence exam taken by 2.5 million people seeking all types of work each year,” reports Allen Barra in the May Atlantic Monthly.  The test “rewards quick thinking and problem-solving: the taker has twelve minutes to answer fifty questions of increasing difficulty, from no-brainer--the ninth month of the year is?--to algebraic stumpers.” 


The average score for NFL draftees over the past 20 years is 19, “which puts them a peg higher than aspiring drivers, deliverymen, and claims clerks, but not quite at the level of quality control checkers (19.19), food department managers (19.14), or machinists (19.54).”  A score of 10 indicates literacy, says the president of Wonderlic; a score under 12 indicates the prospect “is likely to be ‘successful using simple tools under consistent supervision.’”   The highest score ever by an NFL draftee and the only 50 was by a Harvard graduate, the punter Pat McInally, in 1975. 
 It was reported that at this year’s tests, the Texas quarterback Vince Young--a top draft prospect-- scored a 6.  “His agent contested the report but did confirm that Young retook the test and scored a 16,” Barra writes.  “The lowest scorers, all around 15, are janitors, material handlers, and, in dead last, packers.”  And at the top:

“The smartest group, on average, is attorneys (29.67), followed by editors (28.64) and executives (28.70).”  (My emphasis.) 

Reporter at Work: Verifying Assertions 
Was the Candidate Avoiding the Vice President?

When Vice President Dick Cheney went to New Jersey to speak at a dinner campaign fund raiser for the Republican candidate for the U.S. Senate there was one missing guest, the candidate himself, Thomas H. Kean Jr.


Actually, Kean did show up…15 minutes after Cheney had left.  Reporters sensed a purposeful tardiness. Given Cheney’s dismal ratings, did Kean want to avoid the inevitable photo op—a shot of himself with Cheney?


So when Kean did show, they asked him about his late arrival. Busy, busy, Kean replied.  He was delayed with his duties in the state senate in Trenton, he said, and then traveled north “as quickly as I could.”  How did he make the trip? David Chen of The New York Times asked.  By Route l, Kean replied.  Here’s how Chen wrote this section of his story:




But instead of taking the New Jersey Turnpike, like any

    
  
 regular commuter between Trenton and Newark, he and his driver

 chose Route 1, which is usually crawling with bumper-to-bumper traffic at  that hour.


In the next paragraph, Chen turns up the heat:




Mr. Kean said he did so because there were delays on the

 
 Turnpike in the morning.  But at 6 p.m., there were no reported

   
delays between exit 7A, not far from Trenton and  the George


            Washington Bridge, according to the Turnpike Web site.


And  another paragraph:



           And Anton Peters, an executive producer at Shadow Traffic, 


             said  that Route 1 was relatively trouble-free on Monday afternoon.

Nieman Reports
Accessing Articles on ‘Newspaper’s Survival’

The Spring 2006 issue of Nieman Reports contains a section of a dozen articles 

that might interest your students. Titled “Journalist’s Trade: Newspapers’ 

Survival,’ the articles range from the optimistic to the gloomy.  You can access the

section through www.nieman.harvard.edu. 
 Assignments

Pros Playing College Tennis


Despite complaints by dozens of college tennis coaches, the NCAA has done little to examine the practice of many colleges of recruiting foreign professionals to play for their teams, reports The New York Times.  These older “failed professionals” have won many tournaments at the college level. In the 2005 NCAA individual championship tournaments, 38 of the 64 men’s slots and 33 of the 64 women’s slots  were filled by international players, about half of whom had professional experience. This year, foreign players occupied 6 of the 10 top spots in the men’s and women’s rankings, the Times reports.
 Among the schools with experienced foreign tennis players the Times lists Arkansas, Baylor, Florida State, Nebraska, Pepperdine, the University of Georgia and Virginia Commonwealth.  An Arkansas freshman, age 20, played in more than 40 professional events and won a $25,000 tournament in Qatar before enrolling at Arkansas. 

Assignment: What is the situation on your campus? Does the tennis team have any players from abroad? If so, what is their background? What does the tennis coach think of the situation?
Disappearing Farms

      
Every day, 3000 acres of the country’s working farms and ranches are transformed into housing, highways, malls and parking lots. The land closest to growing cities is going the fastest.  The results are the loss of land to feed the country and much of the world, loss of wildlife and the loss of the traditions and farming character of rural communities.
Assignment: What is happening in your state? One source is the American Farmland Trust, www.farmland.org.





Covering the Budget; Uncovering Political Rhetoric


Politicians and candidates for office often rail against government spending.  They vow to “cut the budget.”  Truth is that little of city, county, state and federal spending is available to the cutters.  More than half of all budgets consist of mandatory spending, obligations that the government has made that cannot be cut off unless massive political changes are undertaken

At the local level, this compulsory spending consists of such items as debt service on municipal bonds, pensions, matching funds to meet state and federal grants, services such as welfare, health and education. In some cities, only about 10 percent of the budget consists of discretionary funds that can be cut.  At the federal level, 58 percent of the budget consists of mandatory spending, and an additional 22 percent is allocated to defense and politically off limits to even the most outspoken budget-cutter. That leaves 
20 percent subject to the ax.

Assignment: What local and state spending is mandatory; how much is discretionary? 




Banning Beverages in Schools
Attempts are being made in several state legislatures to prohibit the sale of carbonated beverages in public schools. The bill’s sponsors say that there is a link between soda and childhood obesity and diabetes. But the beverage industry is fighting back, threatening to rescind scholarships and to seek the return of gifts that various bottlers have donated to the schools. Some schools receive $12,000 a year as well as a commission on the sale of carbonated drinks.  In some states, three-fourths of the public schools have vending machine contracts with Coca-Cola and other bottlers.

Assignment:  Do schools in your state have contracts with soda bottlers? Has there been any attempt by legislators to rescind these contracts?




Pharmacists Who Say ‘No’


Bills have been introduced in 15 state legislatures to allow pharmacists to refuse to fill prescriptions because of their personal objections. Four states already have such laws—Arkansas, Mississippi, South Dakota and Georgia. One state, Illinois, requires pharmacists to ensure that prescriptions are filled without delay.  The “pharmacist refusal” movement is supported by Pharmacists for Life International, whose major interest is in allowing pharmacists to refuse to fill birth control prescriptions. 

Assignment: What is the situation in your state?




Activist Scientists


The Union of Concerned Scientists, a national organization dedicated to the use of science to “achieve practical environmental solutions,”  has condemned “a pattern of actions taken by the Bush administration to distort, manipulate, or suppress the work  of government scientists in a number of fields.”  The organization wants scientists and citizens “to speak out against political interference in government science.”


Assignment: Do science faculty members consider it their obligation to speak out on public issues? Have any done so? 
.


Worth Quoting
Poor Faulkner. Does he really think big emotions come from big words? He thinks I don’t know the ten-dollar words. I know them all right. But there are older and simpler and better words, and those are the ones I use.



--Ernest Hemingway

A nation that is afraid to let is people judge the truth and falsehood in an open market is a nation that is afraid of its people.




--John F. Kennedy
Centuries ago, when some people suspended their search for absolute truth and began instead to ask how things worked, modern science was born. Curiously, it was by abandoning the search for absolute truth that science began to make progress, opening the material universe to human exploration. It was only by being provisional and open to change, even radical change,  that scientific knowledge began to evolve. And ironically, its vulnerability to change is the source of its strength.

                                         --Heinz R. Pagels

They who give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.

     
--Benjamin Franklin


In covering actually existing American life, the media—weekly,


daily, hourly—break new ground in getting it wrong. The coverage is 


distorted by the worship of celebrity; by the reduction of news to gossip,


which is the lowest form of news; by sensationalism, which is always a turning


away from a society’s real condition; and by a political and social discourse


that we—the press, the media, the politicians, and the people—are turning into


a sewer.




--Carl Bernstein



No iron can stab the heart with such force as a period put just at


the right place.




--Isaac Babel



I suspect newspapers will get smaller as readers move to the Web. I 


suspect print papers will be a rarity in 20 years. Today’s young generation 


seems to do everything online; it doesn’t make sense for them to log off to read a 


print product when they can read the news online. …




--Jim Romenesko



You can stroke people with words.




--F. Scott Fitzgerald

Man does not live by words alone, despite the fact that he sometimes has to eat them.




--Adlai Stevenson

         Note to Users of 
         Melvin Mencher’s
        News Reporting and Writing


A review in the Winter ‘06 issue of Journalism & Mass Communication Educator states that it cost “more than $100 for the textbook and accompanying workbook for either the Missouri Group or Mencher titles.”   This is misleading for my textbook and workbook The tenth edition of my interactive Workbook is online and free to anyone who accesses www.mhhe.com/mencher10. My textbook sells for far less than $100. (The reviewer, James Mueller of the University of North Texas, tells me he wrote the review before the tenth edition was published and has asked the editor to run a correction.)

Each chapter in the online Workbook begins with a section called Check It.  Students are given notes, often accompanied by visuals.  After they write their stories, your students can check their work against suggested stories they can access.   


The Instructor’s Manual for the Workbook, heretofore in printed form, now is on an interactive CD-ROM entitled Instructor’s Resource.  The CD is available to adopters of the textbook. It includes:



   1. Sample stories for the Workbook exercises.

                           2. How to access the Fire Simulation Exercise, a dramatic simulation 

of a fire your students cover alongside reporters of The Freeport News. The simulation was developed by Columbia University. 


  3. Teaching Notes—Lecture material.

  4. A chart that breaks down all Workbook exercises into three

categories--Basic, Moderate, Advanced.

   5  Answers to the four language and three math tests on the interactive CD-ROM Brush Up: A Quick Guide to Basic Grammar and

Math Skills.  The Brush Up CD is wrapped with the textbook along with a second CD, NRW Plus, which contains full stories and comments from the

reporters  about how they went about reporting and writing their stories.
    
If you do not have the CD-ROM Instructor’s Resource, I can send you the CD, or you can ask Erika Lake at Erika_Lake@mcgraw-hill.com, 212 904-4604, for a copy. 
  (Note:  Update will resume in the Fall.   Send contributions and comments to mm55@columbia.edu.) 
