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Good Quotes Up High

Listening Pays Off 

Ralph Branca had just surrendered a ninth-inning home run that allowed the Brooklyn Dodgers to take the pennant on the last day of the baseball season.  As the disconsolate Branca trudged to the locker room, he met a Jesuit priest.


“Why me, father?” he asked the priest, who replied, “God chose you Ralph because he knew you’d be strong enough to bear this cross.”


-0-


Green Bay Packers fans and the team’s coach were outraged by author Dick Schapp’s description of the college years of the Packers’ fullback, Jimmy Taylor.  In his book Instant Replay, Schapp had written that Taylor went through four years “unscarred by education.”  Informed of the anger his book ignited, Schapp said Taylor wasn’t unhappy with the book.  “I was told that he liked it when it was read to him,” Schapp said. 

           -0-


“Man, what can I tell you? It was like the devil had his own butcher shop and you could get any cut you wanted.”—a prisoner quoted after inmates rampaged at the New Mexico State Penitentiary.


-0-


“He’s great, especially his poems.”—Ringo Starr when asked what he thought of Beethoven.


-0-


“The federal courts have just given the Alabama state prison system a barbed-wire enema.”—George Wallace when a federal court ordered him to improve the state penal system.


-0-


“We never gave up, but they were just a lot better than we were.”—Melissa Hawley, 15, who scored her team’s only basket in a 115-2 loss.


-0-


“Son, it looks to me like you’re spending too much time on one subject.”—Texas A&M basketball coach to a player who had received one D and four F’s.


-0-


“We’re more popular than Jesus now. I don’t know which will go first, rock ‘n’ roll or Christianity.”—John Lennon

-0-


“He could do anything with a football but autograph it.”—sportswriter on a midwestern college quarterback, a whiz on the field, a dunce in class.


-0-


“I had felt for a long time, that if I was ever told to get up so a white person could sit, that I would refuse to do so.”—Rosa Parks



-0-


“He can run, but he can’t hide.”—Joe Louis, before his title fight with Billy Conn


-0-


“My father always told me that all businessmen were sons of bitches, but I never believed it until now.”—John F. Kennedy when U.S.Steel proposed price increases.


-0-


“If a man hasn’t discovered something that he will die for, he isn’t fit to live.” –Martin Luther King, Jr.

Student Reading
Speaking Truth to Power: Activist Journalists as Role Models
“How could I live with myself if I didn’t write the truth?”

This was Anna Politkovskaya’s response to those who warned her that her reporting was putting her in danger.

“We all begged her to stop,” said her sister. “My parents. Her editors. Her children. But she always answered the same way: ‘How could I live with myself if I didn’t write the truth.?’”

Politkovskaya’s reporting of Russia’s ruthless suppression in Chechnya had made her enemies in the government.   The story of her fate, and that of others who oppose Vladimir Putin’s closed society, is told by Michael Specter in “Kremlin, Inc.” in the Jan. 29 issue of The New Yorker.



Stalked by a Killer
Politkovskaya had been shopping.  “…as a surveillance camera at the store later showed, Politkovskaya was not alone. A young woman and a tall, slender man whose face was obscured by a baseball cap lurked in the aisles as she shopped,” Specter writes.  

She went home, picked up some parcels and took the elevator to her apartment. Then she went down to bring up the rest of her bags. 

“When the elevator opened on the ground floor, her killer was waiting. He shot her four times—the first two bullets piercing her heart and lungs, the third shattering her shoulder, with a force that drove Politkovskaya back into the elevator.  He then administered what is referred to in Moscow, where contract killings have become routine, as the kontrolnyi vystrel—the control shot. He fired a bullet into her head from inches away.”

Politkovskaya is one of 13 journalists who have been murdered in Russia since Putin, a former KGB officer, became president in 1999,



Required Reading

I wonder whether instructors require their students to read outside the confines of journalism. These days when the demands of technology increase annually, students may have had their reading narrowed.  I recommend The New Yorker article as a reminder of our task as journalists—speaking truth to power.   You might want to excerpt from it and distribute it to your students.

When I taught undergraduate journalism at the University of Kansas I required my students to read each week an article from a list of publications.  They had to summarize the piece in a page and comment on it in another page or more. The list included The New Yorker, Atlantic, Harper’s and similar magazines and journals.   

Useful Models
Some Reading to Inspire Students
These days, students are up-to-date on the engulfing entertainment culture and the technology their craft demands. I wonder if they are aware of the writers and journalists who inspired and taught their predecessors. You might want to select some readings for them, and as a starter you might mention Charles Dickens as an example of shoe-leather journalism.

Best known for his novels, Dickens also edited a journal, Household Words.  Dickens was no chair-bound editor. He prowled the streets of London for his crusades about the mistreatment of the young, the powerless and the poor. In one of his essay-reports, he wrote:


Yet, truly regarded, Anybody’s Child is something


    more than this worthless little wretch and irredeemable


    outcast. … To whom does Anybody’s Child belong?


    To some of us surely, if not to all of us. What are our


    laws if they secure for this child no protection; what are


    we if, under our eyes, Anybody’s Child grows up to be



    Everybody’s Enemy?




The Muckrakers


You might want to cite the work of our muckraking journalists who, like Dickens, saw for themselves the depredations of unchecked greed, what a biographer of Dickens described as Dickens’ condemnation of  “the cash nexus” society.

 Good Housekeeping magazine exposed the use of formaldehyde in milk and cream “to keep it sweet.” Vanilla extract was adulterated with wood alcohol.  The Woman’s Home Companion reported flies in sugar, roaches in pickles, cigar stubs in tapioca.

Journalists went into the mines and the fields to expose the exploitation of child labor.  Boys as young as ten worked in coal mines to sort out the slate as the coal tumbled past them to the washers:

     From the cramped position they have to assume most of them become      more or less deformed and bent-backed like old men. …The coal is hard and accidents to the hands, such as cut, broken, or crushed fingers, are common among the boys. Sometimes there is a worse accident; a terrified shriek is heard, and a boy is mangled and torn in the machinery or disappears in the chute to be picked out later, smothered and dead.

Lewis Hine and other photographers showed these children in Pennsylvania coal pits and at New England mills.  They went into the cotton fields in the South. We see 5-year-old Edith on H.M Lane’s cotton field in Bells, Texas.  Edith’s aunt says, “Edith’s a good, steady worker. Works all day long.”



Mark Twain

You can use Mark Twain to demonstrate the use of the specific rather than the general and as an example of the maxim that journalists should follow:  Show, don’t tell.                    

 In the original manuscript of one of his works, he writes:




Steamboat captains is always rich, and have everything 

                 they want.


He is dissatisfied and adds a specific




Steamboat captains is always rich and get sixty dollars a month.

Not good enough.  He wants to show the reader how rich steamboat captains are:

    
 “And besides,” I says, “we might borrow something worth

  
     
      having out of the captain’s stateroom.  Seegars, I bet you—and 


    
      cost five cents apiece, solid cash.  Steamboat captains is always 


   
      rich, and get sixty dollars a month, and they don’t care what a


  
      thing costs.”


In his writing, a critic says, Twain was detached; he had “no comment of any kind.”  He understood that the most effective writing allows us to reach conclusions from the material.  Twain said, that when you see an adjective “kill it.”  He knew the value of the concrete noun and the active verb in leading the reader to see the event without the writer’s intrusion. 

A Telling Obit
On the Mound with Lew Burdette

The great Milwaukee Braves pitcher Lew Burdette died recently, and his obituary noted that many frustrated batters accused him of throwing a spitball. There must be some reason he went to his mouth before throwing the ball, they said. 
 “Armed with a variety of breaking balls, and bolstered by a reputation for throwing a spitter, Burdette was twice a 20-game winner and twice led the National League in shutouts,”  Richard Goldstein wrote in The New York Times.  

Unfortunately, the obit did not contain Red Smith’s account of what the box score of any game Burdette pitched should read: 
 Runs   Hits    Errors    RH  (Relative Humidity) 

Burdette acknowledged batters’ suspicions.  “If I made any motion to my mouth, they became suspicious.  So I’d go through my ritual, going to my hat and then crossing my chest.  I got so many Catholic medals and Sacred Heart medals in the mail I had a whole drawer of mementoes which fans sent to me ‘from one good Catholic to another.’  I was a Southern Baptist,” he recalled in his book, We Played the Game.


Flights of Imagination

Burdette didn’t discourage those letter writers. Athletes cultivated religious, racial and national groups as fans. Sports writers recall that a boxing promoter tried to schedule a match between Muhammad Ali, who had made a friendly visit to Arab countries, and Mike Rossman, who carried the nicknames the Jewish Bomber and the Kosher Butcher. A sports writer pointed out that Rossman was born Mike DePuano, and took to wearing the Star of David on his trunks along with his new name in order to sell tickets. 

There was precedent for the tactics of  DePuano-Rossman’s manager.  When the Jewish boxer Benny Leonard was battering Irish Eddy Kelly in a lightweight match, Kelly managed to grab Leonard.  Holding him in a clinch, Kelly whispered to Leonard , ”hub rachmones” (Yiddish for take pity) “I’m really Bernie Schwartz.” 
An Ethical Question

 Absolutes or Equally Valid Alternatives?

Plagiarism, we are told, is on the rise.  Novelists, historians, even Bob Dylan stand accused of borrowing. As for the classroom, the Internet has made it easier for students to dip into treasure troves.  They dig so deeply that suspicious instructors have had to utilize computer programs to ferret out their students’ sources.


Hold it, some say. Burrowing and borrowing is old stuff, and hardly sinful. We all stand on the shoulders of the giants who cleared the way for us. 

 But for journalists there are some absolutes, as those who borrowed wholesale  and who fabricated characters and quotes learned on their way out the door.  But beyond the line marking the absolute prohibition against borrowing without crediting lies an uncharted field. 



Include or Ignore?
 Do we include in the banker’s obit that 30 years ago he did time for drunk driving? Name the rape victim? Pose as a buyer to expose dishonest car dealers?  Remind readers and viewers that the gubernatorial candidate left his wife of 30 years for his 24-year-old secretary?  

 In our quest for a journalistic ethic, it’s useful to be reminded of Robert Frost’s remark that the “most beautiful thing in the world is conflicting interests where both are good.” This may be useful for a poet exploring life’s complexity, you say. But journalists have to make choices.  Then listen to Isaiah Berlin, philosopher-historian:


If, as I believe, the ends of men are many,

  and not all of them are in principle compatible

  with each other, then the possibility of conflict

  can never be eliminated wholly from human 

  life, either personal or social.  The necessity of

  choosing between absolute claims is then 

  an inescapable characteristic of the human

  condition.

Journalists must choose, but the choice must be grounded in a defensible ethic. You might discuss with your students the constituents of this ethic. I’d be interested in what they come up with




 Class Discussion
Homicide Victims


Rate: All Male

Race: White Male            Race: Black Male

Ages

15-19
      15.3


        3.9

                         54.8

20-24
      27.7


        6.6


          119.6

25-34
      18.2


        5.3


             85.3


            The table reveals the considerable disparity in murder death rates between black and white males, a subject that most of the media treats gingerly, if at all. Would your students use these figures in a news story or column?  You can take this a step further by having your students obtain data for their state. 
   
By the way, these figures show how misleading general rates can be. The All Male Rate disguises a lethal problem in the black community, which New York Times columnist Bob Herbert describes as the “profoundly self-destructive cultural influences that have spread like a cancer through much of the black community and beyond.” 
Assignments
Preferred Presidents

A poll of people 50 years old and older found:



1. Who is your favorite president in 

                           U.S. history?

                              John F. Kennedy       23%

                              Bill Clinton                17

  

      Ronald  Reagan         14


                  Abraham Lincoln         8


      Franklin D. Roosevelt  6

                              George W. Bush           5

                              George Washington     3

                         2. Is America ready for a woman president?

                                Yes               54%

                                 No               43

                                 Don’t Know  3



3. …an African-American president?



         Yes                 57%

                                  No                 32

                                  Don’t Know  10



4. …a Mormon president?



           Yes
          33%

                                    No                 53

                                    Don’t Know  14

    Devise a poll of students and make the comparisons with the above results.  Interview faculty members and others to help interpret your findings. 




Wilderness Check


“Hikers aren’t allowed to blaze new paths for miles off the main trail…Horse packers  aren’t allowed to  stake their horses next to a pristine alpine  lake…


“Under new Forest Service plans, off-road riders who pioneer new roads in the wilderness will be rewarded for breaking the rules by making these routes a permanent part of the trail system.”


This is from the newsletter of the Forest Service Employees for Environmental Ethics, an organization dedicated to protect the national forests. (www.fseee.org.)


As you may know, environmentalists have been waging a battle to regulate four-wheelers, dirt bikes, four-by-fours and other all-terrain vehicles in the national  parks and forests.  Also, they are engaged in trying to limit the number of snowmobiles in the parks and forests.


Assignment: If you are near a national park or forest, gather material for an article on the various interests involved in this debate between vacationers and their allies in the mercantile sector versus environmentalists.  




Sex Education


The U.S. government will spend more than $240 million this year on abstinence-only programs, but New Jersey, California, Connecticut and Maine have declined the grants that require states to change their sex education programs in favor of the mandated federal program. The states that have refused the grants contend that abstinence-based sex education is ineffective, and they point to a study by the General Accounting Office that found little evidence the program has prevented teen pregnancy.    Some critics of the program charge that in the states that use the federal funds religious beliefs are presented as scientific fact.


Assignment: How much money does your state receive for such programs, and how effective have they been in affecting the teen pregnancy and abortion rates in the state?  What organizations receive this money? Examine their curricula.  Does it support the charge of critics that religious elements are present?  Make sure to interview those who defend the program.  Is there any attempt to decline the federal funds?


Wikipedia as Research Source


The History Department at Middlebury College has banned student use of Wikipedia as the source for material in papers and on examinations. Articles in the online encyclopedia are written by volunteers and often contain mistakes and “sometimes deliberate falsehoods,” The New York Times reported. 


Assignment: What do faculty members on your campus think of the use of Wikipedia as source material in papers and examinations? 



Cell Phone Towers


Environmental groups have battled governmental intrusions into national parks and wilderness areas. Wilderness Watch reports that it opposed the construction of cell phone towers in wilderness areas. 

Assignment: Where are these towers proposed to be built?  (Wilderness Watch, www.wildernesswatch.org).


Morbidity and Mortality Data


The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention National Center for Health Statistics distributes reports useful for assignments.  To be placed on the CDC’s mailing list, call 1-866-441-6247. 

              A recent report on fetal deaths (“death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother …not an induced termination of pregnancy”) reported the national death rate at 6.23.  In the text of the report, CDC states the rate for non-Hispanic white women was 4.94, the rate for non-Hispanic black women was 11.56.  That’s a rate for black women 2.3 times the rate for white women. 

   
These figures can provide you with an example of how general data can disguise reality. 


The states with the highest fetal deaths reported were: Mississippi, 9.42; South Carolina, 9.20; Alabama, 8.59.  The states with the lowest rates were: New Mexico, 3.05; Vermont, 3.18; South Dakota, 3.52.

Assignment:  Find your state’s fetal death rate (also its infant mortality rate).  Break the rate(s) down into racial groups. Interview authorities to explain the reasons for the figures.



E-Books

Many publishers are offering their print textbooks in electronic form. 


Assignment: How many faculty members on your campus have moved from the printed textbook to the electronic textbook?  Interview students to see whether they prefer E-books to printed textbooks.  

          -30-
