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Poor Showing

AEJMC Election Drew Few Voters

AEJMC News reported the 2007 election results:



2,623 ballots were mailed out



   702 members returned ballots

That, the News tells us, is a “return rate of 26.7%.” 

            If you were writing a lead for this, you might write that fewer than three in ten  members of AEJMC took part in…. Or, if you wanted to emphasize the negative, you’d write that seven of ten members of AEJMC did not vote.

For the math-inclined, does the rate of 26.76%, round off to 26.8%?
Finally, you have to wonder why communications instructors don’t participate in the selection of their leadership.  Has AEJMC become irrelevant? Are we too busy? Is the ballot too confusing for the membership? 
Locker-room Bonanzas

Football Coaches Paid Nine Times Full Professors


The news story rippled through the offices of the American Association of University Professors: Nick Saban, head coach of the Miami Dolphins football team, quit his job to become head coach at the University of Alabama.  The deal: an eight-year contract guaranteeing Saban  $32 million plus an additional $700,000 to $800,000 annually for bowl-game bonuses. 

Saban’s annual income could total almost $5 million. The AAUP noted that the entire budget of the state of Alabama “for need-based financial aid was just $3.35 million in 2004-05,” and the university “ranks near the bottom of state spending on higher education.”   The AAUP decided to look at the paychecks of football coaches.
In  Academe, the AAUP published its study for 2005-6 of “Compensation for Full Professors, University Presidents, and Head Football Coaches at NCAA Division 1-A Universities.” The study found:


                                     Average               High                      Low
  Salary, full professor 
$101,774
$136,374 (Duke)   $63,030 (Marshall)

 Compensation, Univ.Pres.  
$416,719
$768,480 (USC)    $228,442 (Memphis)
 Compensation, Head 
$918,238
$3,450,000 
      $130,000 (U.La.,Monroe)

           Football Coach                                    ( U.of Oklahoma)

Compensation Ratio:

       9.4             36.2       

 1.5
  Head Football Coach


         (U. of Oklahoma)    (Miami U., Ohio)
   To Full Professor 

 Compensation Ratio:

       2.4
11.1


   0.3
   Head Football Coach
                     (U.of  Oklahoma)    (Miami U., Ohio))

   To President





Misleading Correlations


The AAUP noted:

“Some people justify huge salaries for superstar coaches by arguing that high-profile coaches produce winning seasons that result in additional alumni giving or net profits in the athletic budget.  Theoretically, these additional revenues can then be used to support the academic mission of the university.”

A study the AAUP cites did find a correlation, but it was “only at co-ed liberal arts colleges,” institutions that ”rarely pay even six-figure salaries to their athletic coaches.”  As for football teams making money for their schools, the net cost of NCAA Division 1-A teams  ran in the $7-8 million range, and 40 percent reported a profit.   “The other 60 percent ran average deficits of $4.4 million.  And no more than 11 percent of colleges and universities in other NCAA divisions reported a profit from their athletic programs.” 

The data suggest an interesting, and challenging, assignment:  Use the AAUP box  above for the data for your school.  I say “challenging” because some athletic programs are adept at hiding costs.  
More About Money
Communications Faculty Low on Salary Scale

The AAUP compared the average salaries of full and assistant professors in 17 disciplines as a percentage of the salaries paid full professors of English language and literature. 
 The top salary in the full-professor bracket went to law and legal studies professors who made 1.54 times the salary of English professors.  Foreign language and literature professors ranked lowest, paid .955 that of their colleagues in the English department.  Full professors in the communications department did not fare much better, .967, third lowest in the rankings.   Second lowest was education at .962.

Communications assistant professors fared a bit better. Using the base of the salary of assistant professors of English, communications assistant professors were paid 1.048, fifth lowest. The lowest salary went to assistant professors in the fine arts faculty, .964 of the base. By far the highest comparison was that of assistant professors in business, whose salary was slightly more than twice that of their English language and literature colleagues, 2.019. 

A Quiz with a Reward

Who Wrote These Sentences?
“One of the main distinctions of online news is the ability to interact with readers.”
“When you write your court story, find out the proper name of the court—whether it is called a district court, a circuit court or a common pleas court—and write that in the story.”



“The process of ethical reasoning can be shown into three steps.”

“If you are writing a crime story or you just want to check a source’s background to make sure that the person is not a sexual offender, nearly 40 states have sex offender registries.”

“All stories should help readers understand the focus, the conflict, the background and solutions to the central topic.”

“Students going into public relations may think deadlines in public relations are not as strenuous as they are in newspapers.”

“Although print and broadcast news organizations depend on news releases, they receive scores of them every day.”

“Sources who give speeches or conduct news conferences are often using the media to further their own causes.”
“She also trains journalists throughout the country how to use databases and the Internet.”

“Before you venture out of the newsroom to report on a disaster, you should find out a few facts and take emergency precautions and supplies.”

“How you deal with sources is one problem. Which sources you choose is another important factor in gathering news.” 

“Celebrities are considered worthy of profiles because they have accomplished something more special than the average citizen.” 

“Whether stories are accompanied by graphics for print or multimedia images for online delivery, all major media will incorporate visual elements.”

Suggestions:   These sentences are from
1. a student paper on the practice of journalism.



2. an article in a journalism publication.



3. a student’s notes from a journalism lecture.



4. a student guide to a journalism course.



5. a journalism textbook.

Prize: For the proper sourcing of the material, a year’s subscription to any periodical you wish. 

Advice to Instructors

Jacques Barzun on Reading Badly Written Material


Colleagues tell me that their students have trouble writing a story that tracks.   The copy zig-zags instead of moving in a straight line from lead through the documentation and amplification to the end.  
Jacques Barzun, a long-time teacher at Columbia University and still active in his 90’s,  had a simple way of  coping with unintelligible student papers. The trick, he said, is first to provoke the student.  Be indignant, he advised, as if to say, “How dare you expect me to read this absolute nonsense.”

The student may be upset, he said.  But “pretty soon the trauma turns into mutual respect, and the student is saved from a fate far worse than death—incoherence.” 
Journalism History Courses Gone
Any Suggestions for Substitute Reading?


History in the journalism curriculum (courtesy of Loren Ghiglione, Northwestern.*):
Susanne Shaw, University of Kansas:  “I’ve probably been to a dozen schools this year and I just don’t see history showing up.”

Mitchell Stephens, New York University: History courses, sadly, seem in a steady decline.”

Garrett J. O’Keefe, Colorado State University: Journalism history is the most popular optional required course.” (Students must take one of four offerings.)

John Wright, University of Florida, which offers history as a graduate course: History “typically has low enrollment.”

(*See “ASJMC Administrator” newsletter, “A Note from the President.”)




Lincoln Steffens Anyone? 
The disappearance from the curriculum of journalism history as a requirement means that most students have little chance of reading Lincoln Steffens, A.J Liebling, Ida Tarbell, Charles Edward Russell, Roy Stannard Baker, Upton Sinclair and …you can add names. Some programs offer a literary journalism course as an elective, but most students go into the world knowing little of the work of their predecessors. 


Absent a history course, should some of the work of these writers be assigned in the required courses? If you were designing reading, either in a course or as extracurricular reading, what work(s) would you suggest/require that your students read? 

Increasing Attention
‘Journalism’s Best Beat’—Covering Religion


The Religion Newswriters Association (www.RNA.org)  is distributing a useful booklet about covering religion: Reporting Religion: A Primer on Journalism’s Best Beat. The claim may not be too far off. Today’s newspaper lists a court case in North Dakota in which a group challenges the use of federal funds to a religious-oriented organization that oversees a program for delinquent youths. The other day, a religious leader denounced one of the presidential candidates for his position on gay rights.


The booklet’s 97 pages contain background on a dozen religious groups, their web sites and publications and “issues for reporters and editors.” 
 Assignments
                  


  Home Schooling

Growing numbers of parents have pulled their children from public schools to home school them. What is the situation in your city? Interview at least two sets of parents to find out why they left the public schools and what they consider the merits of home schooling.




Campus Eating 
What time hath wrought: In the old days, the major cause of campus unrest was the food offered at campus cafeterias.  Today, colleges are customizing menus in response to the variety of student demands.  More than 100 schools offer eggs from “cage-free chickens,” and many school menus include allergen-free foods, milk free of recombinant bovine growth hormones, and foods grown without the use of pesticides and herbicides.  Yesterday’s students boycotted nonunion grapes; today’s students want their campus coffee, sugar and cocoa made from certified growers.   Does your campus dining hall meet the varied needs of students on your campus? 




Parental Advice
When Katharine Graham’s mother told her parents she wanted to become a reporter, they were hardly enthusiastic. Graham quotes her mother on their reaction:  


   My mother wept and my father said solemnly, “I would

         rather see you dead,”

Ask journalism students: What reaction did your family have when you said you wanted to study journalism?    

           

           Non-Believers

Ross Douthat reports in the July/August issue of The Atlantic:


A recent Pew Research Center survey 

       found that 20 percent of 18-25-year-olds 

       reported no religious affiliation, up from

       just 11 percent in the late 1980s

What is the percentage of students on your campus who report “no religious affiliation”?


 Worth Quoting

The Importance of Experience
In every situation or incident there are many particular and seemingly minute circumstances, which the man of greatest talent is, at first, apt to overlook, though on them the justness of his conclusions, and consequently the prudence of his conduct, entirely depend. …The truth is, an unexperienced reasoner could be no reasoner at all, were he absolutely unexperienced.



--David Hume

Euphemisms and Reality
The news media are channels for a lot of euphemisms that attempt to confer dignity on statements—like “underprivileged” or “partially sighted.” Do you know what “partially sighted” means? It means he’s blind. And what’s wrong with older man? Why has he got to be a “senior citizen?”  There is an unwillingness to face life and like it.



--Jacques Barzun




Advocacy Journalism
You can’t justify your existence—and your special immunities under the Constitution—even with a superlative news report.  You’re also supposed to be 
advocates.  And this side of Utopia, when you advocate something really important and do so effectively, you’re going to split your following and outrage a good many of your customers, and very probably they’re going to 

be among your most important and influential customers.



--Harry Ashmore



For Better Writing 
The writing in the newsroom will improve (be more efficient, be of better quality) if the reporting improves and if there is time for revision.

--David Bartholomae

A Dyspeptic View

Every journalist who is not too stupid or too full of himself to notice what is going on knows that what he does is morally indefensible.



--Janet Malcolm
