Naked News

Gimmicks and stunts have always been a part of trying to sell the news, but news organizations sometimes go overboard in their quest to make news entertaining. One extreme example of this trend is the used of naked newscasters.

The first naked newscast appeared in Russia in 2000. This was really just a soft-core pornography program that had strippers who happened to read the news, generally without much skill or enthusiasm. But a year later a cable news program in Bulgaria, The Naked Truth, went nude, and its producers insisted that they were producing serious news and simply using the new format to make it more entertaining to the audience.  Within the first week that it was on the air, the program beat the usual favorite—the state television’s late-evening news program—in the ratings. It was the first time in Bulgaria that a cable program had beaten state television.

In Canada another program, Naked News, is presented both on pay-per-view cable and on the Internet. The executive producer of that program explains, “The news right now is somber and morbid; there is a lot of stress and tension in the world and this makes the news a little more carefree.”27  To critics of the trend of news as entertainment, the last thing the world needs is news that is more carefree.

