CLOSE-UP ON DIVERSITY

Cultural Diversity on the Web

The World Wide Web, being by far the most diversified communications medium, has something for every cultural group. Women, for example, have their own portals, which are gateways to the rest of the Net, the sites from which people begin their Web surfing. The largest of these portals include Women.com Networks (www.women.com), iVillage (www.ivillage.com), and Oxygen Media (www.oxygen.com). Portals for African Americans include the Black Electronic Network (www.ben.net), The Black World Today (www.tbwt.com), and Everything Black (www.everythingblack.com).

Some cultural diversity sites are organized into Web rings, which are collections of related sites coordinated by a ringmaster who chooses each site for its quality as a resource in that topic. The Afro American Web ring (www.soulsearch.net/aawr) is a collection of more than 2,600 Web sites devoted to topics of interest to African Americans, including black history sites, sites about African American women, African American dance troupes, and African art. Hispanic portals include Hispanic Online (www.hispaniconline.com), which is run by Hispanic magazine; Hispanic Surf (www.hispanicsurf.com); and Hispanic dot com (www.hispanic.com), which has as its mission “the creation of a cyber-barrio where we can meet and help each other through the Internet to improve the quality of family life and achieve economic success and political empowerment.” There are more than 500 sites devoted to Native American culture, including the cultures of different indigenous nations of Canada, Mexico, and the United States. These include portals such as NativeWeb (www.nativeweb.org), and media sites such as that for the Navajo Times (www.thenavajotimes.com) and the Native American Public Telecommunications Network (www.nativetelecom.org), producers/distributors of educational Indian radio and television programming. There is also a Native American Journalists Association (www.naja.com), which provides news and links about jobs and education programs of interest to Native Americans. Portals for Asian Americans include Abcflash (www.abcflash.com) and Asianweb (http://asianweb.net).

Portals for gay and lesbian culture include PlanetOut (www.planetout.com) and FreedomPride (www.freedompride.com). Web sites for people with disabilities include We Media (www.wemedia.com) and Half the Planet (www.halftheplanet.com), the latter named in honor of the fact that half the people on earth either have a disability or have close ties with someone who does. There are sites for all religious denominations, and many that provide information on a wide variety of religions. These include www.holidays.net, which explains the meaning of religious celebrations.

