Chapter 10:

Close-Up on Online Behavior:  Netiquette, Emoticons and Acronyms

Netiquette

Because the Internet allows interpersonal communication, a form of etiquette for the Net, called netiquette, is part of online culture.  For example, personal attacks in the online world are known as flaming.
  When you don't know with whom you are communicating, netiquette requires that you refrain from flaming and to not respond if somebody flames you.  It is also considered polite to stay on topic in a newsgroup, and typing in all capital letters is considered shouting.


Along with its own brand of etiquette, Internet communication is also generating its own language style.  For example, to save time and space, acronyms (also known as e-mail shorthand), words formed from the first, or first few, letters of a series of words,
 are used as abbreviations.  Acronyms include AKA for “also known as,” BTW for “by the way,” and IMHO for “in my humble opinion.”  Emoticons (AKA smilies), which are formed from keyboard symbols such as colons, dashes and parentheses, are also used as a form of abbreviation.  Emoticons are viewed sideways, such as :-) for “happy,” :( for “sad” and :-\/ for “shouting.”  These symbols are designed to compensate for the absence of nonverbal cues when communicating on the Internet, and some e-mail and instant messaging applications will insert a graphic smilie when the appropriate keystrokes are entered.  Some elaborate emoticons have been invented, such as *<:-) for “happy birthday.”  The humorist Dave Barry had suggested the use of :-D for “person laughing,” and :-D* for “person laughing so hard that he or she does not notice that a five-legged spider is hanging from his or her lip.”

Emoticons and Acronyms

      Emoticons are facial expressions made by a certain series of keystrokes, usually producing an image of a face sideways.

            :-)  Classic smiley

            :-(  Frown

:-*  Kiss

            :-o  Surprised look, or yawn

            :-P   Sticking out tongue

            :-V  Shouting

            :-}  Mischievous smile

            ;-)  Winkey

            ;-D  Winking and laughing 

            >:)  Little devil

            >:-> Very mischievous devil

            >:-< Angry

           >:-( Annoyed

            <:-) Innocently asking dumb question

            <:-| Dunce

            ( 8(|)Homer

            O+   Female

            O->  Male

            O:-) Angel

            ]:-> Devil

            ]:-) Happy devil

            `:-) Raised eyebrow

            {{ }}Hug; the one whose name is in the brackets is being hugged 

Source:  High-Tech Dictionary at http://www.computeruser.com/resources/dictionary/emoticons.html
Acronyms, or e-mail shorthand, are formed from the first letters of the words in a common expression.

      BFN 
Bye For Now 

      BTW 
By The Way 

      FAQ 
Frequently Asked Questions 

      FWIW 
For What It's Worth 

      FYI 
For Your Information 

      HTH 
Hope This (That) Helps 

      IAE 
In Any Event 

      IJWTK 
I Just Want To Know 

      IJWTS 
I Just Want To Say 

      IMO 
In My Opinion 

      IMHO 
In My Humble/Honest Opinion 

      IMNSHO In My Not So Humble Opinion 

      IOW 
In Other Words 

      IRL 
In Real Life 

      LOL 
Laughing Out Loud 

      LTNS 
Long Time No See 

      MHOTY 
My Hat's Off To You 

      MTFBWY  May The Force Be With You

      NRN 
No Reply Necessary 

      OIC 
Oh, I see 

      OTOH 
On The Other Hand 

      ROTFL 
Rolling on the Floor Laughing 

      RSN 
Real Soon Now 

      RTM 
Read The Manual (When impatient, RTFM)

      TIA 
Thanks In Advance 

      TMI
Too Much Information

      TTFN 
Ta-Ta For Now 

      TYVM 
Thank You Very Much 

      WDYMBT?   What do you mean by that?

      WYSIWYG  What You See Is What You Get (pronounced “wizzy-wig”)

      WTG 
Way To Go 

      YGBK       You Gotta Be Kiddin'

       YMMV 
Your Mileage May Vary 

Source:  The Internet Dictionary at http://www.netlingo.com/emailsh.cfm, and the author’s various instant-messaging correspondents.
�.	Flaming was analyzed by communication researchers in Martin, L., O'Shea, T., Fung, P., and Spears, R., “‘Flaming’ in Computer-Mediated Communication: Observations, Explanations, Implications,” in M. Lea (ed.), Contexts of Computer-Mediated Communication (New York: Harvester Wheatsheaf, 1992), pp. 89-112.)


�	Technically, to be a true acronym, the resulting word should be pronounceable, such as NASA (an acronym for the National Aeronautic Space Administration) or RADAR (an acronym for Radio Detecting and Ranging).  Otherwise, it would be an “initialism.”


� 	Dave Barry, Dave Barry in Cyberspace (Crown Publishers, 1996).





