CLOSE-UP ON PRESS RELEASES

Ground Beef Recall

The following is a sample press release sent out by a meat company following a recall of ground beef that had been contaminated with bacteria.

Contact:

Analyst: David Siemens, Director of Investor Relations, 501-631-5123 or

Media: John White, Director of Marketing, 501-631-5110, both of Hudson Foods, Inc.

For Immediate Release

HUDSON FOODS STATEMENT

REGARDING GROUND BEEF RECALL

ROGERS, Ark., Aug. 14 – Hudson Foods, Inc. (NYSE: HFI) announced today clarification on its voluntary recall of ground beef product.  Contrary to other published reports, there has been only a single recall.  The ground beef in question represents a portion of three days production, from a single plant in early June.

Michael T. Hudson, President and Chief Executive Officer said, “Hudson Foods acted immediately and voluntarily in cooperation with the USDA, recalling the frozen beef patties suspected of being associated with E.coli 0157:H7.  Our first objective as a company is to produce healthy and wholesome food products.  All of our actions in carrying out this recall have been directed toward achieving that objective.”


The Company noted that consumers should check 3 pound packages of “Hudson ¼ lb. Beef Patties, Uncooked, Individually Quick Frozen” code 155B7.  This product may be returned to its point of purchase.  The Company also noted that federal scientific studies have proven that the E.coli 0157:H7 bacterium is killed when it is exposed to temperatures of 155 degree Fahrenheit for at least 15 seconds.  Questions may be directed to Hudson’s customer service department at 1-800-447-2670.

The Company’s financial information may be found at www.hudsonfoods.com on the Internet, or by calling PR Newswire’s Company News On-Call fax service at 800-758-5804 ext. 111748.

This press release models the importance of the inverted pyramid style of newswriting as well as openness and honesty in crisis communications.  From www.prcentral.com “Body of Knowledge,” “Press Release Library.” Accessed 4/20/99. 

