CLOSE-UP ON INDUSTRY

The Janet Jackson Flap

The incident is now legendary.  Toward the end of the halftime performance of the 2004 Super Bowl, before 90 million viewers, Janet Jackson and Justin Timberlake performed a steamy song and dance routine.  The song ended with the lyrics, "I gotta have you naked by the end of this song."  On cue, Timberlake reached over and tore off a flap of Jackson’s costume, making her partly topless for the world to see.

The stars both apologized profusely.  Timberlake called it a wardrobe malfunction.  The president of MTV, which produced the show, said that neither she nor CBS nor their parent corporation, Viacom, knew anything about the stunt.  It was, she said, "a renegade mistake by a performer."
  One National Football League executive, referring to future halftime shows, said “MTV is history.”

FCC Chairman Michael Powell promised a "thorough and swift" investigation of the incident and began a series of hearings.  Congress began hearings of its own.  Clear Channel Broadcasting, the largest group owner of radio stations, announced at those hearings that they would fire their foul-mouthed shock jock “Bubba the Love Sponge” and drop Howard Stern from their stations.  The television networks each came in and promised to clean up their programming and air live programs on time delays.  The House of Representatives voted to increase the fines for broadcast indecency from $27,000 to $500,000.


It was Sumner Redstone, the 80-year-old Chairman of Viacom, who had the final word about what a lover of puns might call all the breast-beating.  Speaking to an investors conference, he said, "I don't know about you guys, but to me a woman's breast is not such a big deal."
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