Close-Up on the Interrelationship of Impact, Legal, and Ethical Issues


Impact, legal, and ethical issues are interrelated.  Impact issues are related to media law because those laws are written to protect citizens from harmful effects.  There are several laws, for example, against pornography involving child actors.  Impact is related to ethics because it might be morally wrong to present something to an audience that could have a harmful effect on them.  This is essentially the argument used against portrayals of violence that might be viewed by children.  You might say that ethical issues take impact and legal issues one step further, to a basic philosophical understanding of what the impact or law means in moral terms.


Because they are interrelated in this way, some controversies can be analyzed from all three perspectives.  Analyzing issues from the impact perspective, you might deal with questions like, "Does media violence cause violence in society?" or "Does the concentration of ownership of American media lead to less freedom of speech?"  Dealing with those issues from a legal perspective, you might ask questions such as, "Should it be legal to produce programs that might cause additional violence in society?" or "Should it be legal for media businesses to become so big that freedom of speech is threatened?"  Dealing with those same issues from an ethical perspective, you might ask questions such as, "Is it morally right to produce programs that might cause additional violence in society?" or "Is it morally right for media businesses to become so big that the diversity of voices is lessened?"  

