Chapter Four

CLOSE-UP ON HISTORY 

The Yellow Kid


The Yellow Kid was the main character of one of the first newspaper comic strips, "Hogan's Alley," published by Joseph Pulitzer's New York World in 1895.  The kid was a street urchin from the slums whose real name was Mickey Dugan.  He had a distinctive appearance:  He was jug-eared, buck-toothed and bald, his head having been shaved to rid him of lice.  His most striking characteristic was his bright yellow nightshirt, a hand-me-down from his sister.  R.F. Outcault, the artist who created the kid, was a master of layout, able to fill a page with dozens of humorous details based on keen observation.  Common people liked the kid because he and his fellow tenement dwellers often mocked high-society manners in events such as "The Horse Show as Reproduced at Shantytown," and activities such as "Golf--The Great Society Sport as Played in Hogan's Alley."


Critics denounced the strip for the violence it often portrayed, such as in a July 4th panel showing the mayhem of the day.  That panel showed children being blown into the air, dogs running with firecrackers tied to their tails, and flaming skyrockets hitting women and children as they fell down fire escapes fleeing burning tenements.


In 1896 Hearst lured Outcault away with a much higher salary, and the Yellow Kid moved from the World to the Journal.  Pulitzer, however, retained the title "Hogan's Alley" and hired another artist—a friend of Outcault’s—to continue drawing the panel.  For a while, the two yellow kids were published at the same time.

