Ch. 4: Newspapers: Where Journalism Begins

CHAPTER OPENER

Ambiguous Headlines


Writing headlines is an art, but it can also be a tricky business.  A good one can make the paper jump off the newsstand shelf, and might even contain an element of garish poetry, such as the famous New York Post headline, "Headless Woman in Topless Bar."  Headlines usually have to be written quickly, though, because of publishing deadlines, and sometimes the wording can create some unintentional humor.  This happens so often that industry journals, such as the Columbia Journalism Review and Editor and Publisher, print examples of flubbed headlines in every issue, while comedians like Jay Leno use them in their routines.  The following list came from a web site
 devoted to the topic:

Drunk Gets Nine Months in Violin Case

Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers

Farmer Bill Dies in House

Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over

British Left Waffles on Falkland Islands

Teacher Strikes Idle Kids

Enraged Cow Injures Farmer with Ax

Miners Refuse to Work After Death

Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant

Red Tape Holds Up Bridge

Arson Suspect is Held in Massachusetts Fire

Prosecutor Releases Probe into Undersheriff

Include Your Children When Baking Cookies

Some Pieces of Rock Hudson Sold at Auction

Unwanted Workers Get Shot at Job

Hospitals Are Sued by 7 Foot Doctors

� 	Most of these headlines came from � HYPERLINK http://www.eyesoftime.com/ssor/headlines.html ��www.eyesoftime.com/ssor/headlines.html�, which is currently defunct.





