1. The atomic weight of 51.996 is very close to the integer value 52, so the most common isotope
must have an atomic weight of 52. To obtain the number of neutrons we subtract the atomic
number from the atomic weight, which is the number of nucleons, i.e. the number of neutrons plus

the number of protons. Thus the number of neutronsis 52 - 24 = 28.



