
9. After one half-life, one half of the original atoms remain.  After two half-lives one half of those 
present at the beginning of that time period will remain.  The product (1 / 2) (1 / 2)  =  1 / 4,   so the 
number of atoms is reduced to one fourth after two half-lives.  This is shown numerically in 
Problem 7.   

 


