Featured Tour: Tanzania Safari

Tanzania is known as the cradle of mankind and bears the distinction of being the oldest inhabited country on earth, dating back over 4 million years. Situated in east Africa, Tanzania is a stunningly beautiful, yet poor country. Home to Africa's highest mountain, Kilimanjaro, and the world famous Serengeti Plains, Tanzania provides the wildlife enthusiast with majestic landscapes and vast areas of true wilderness.
Explore the Ngorongoro Crater
Some of Tanzania’s most distinguishing geographical features are found in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. The park is composed of many craters and gorges, as well as lakes, forest, and plains. Among these features is the area’s namesake, the Ngorongoro Crater. The Crater is a huge expanse, covering more than one hundred square miles. On the Crater’s floor, grasslands blend into swamps, lakes, rivers, and woodland. Also within the Conservation Area is the Olduvai Gorge, commonly called the “Cradle of Mankind,” where in 1931 the stone tools of prehistoric man were found and subsequently led to the discovery of the remains of humans who lived 1.75 million years ago.
See the Serengeti Plain
Some of Tanzania’s most distinguishing geographical features are found in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area. The park is composed of many craters and gorges, as well as lakes, forest, and plains. Among these features is the area’s namesake, the Ngorongoro Crater. The Crater is a huge expanse, covering more than one hundred square miles. On the Crater’s floor, grasslands blend into swamps, lakes, rivers, and woodland. Also within the Conservation Area is the Olduvai Gorge, commonly called the “Cradle of Mankind,” where in 1931 the stone tools of prehistoric man were found and subsequently led to the discovery of the remains of humans who lived 1.75 million years ago.
Natives
Tanzania is home to over 120 culturally diverse tribes but shares a common official language of Swahili. Apart from this linguistic bond, each tribe is unique. Their manners of worship, local government, and rituals vary greatly.

One of Tanzania’s major tribes, the Masai, dominates the northern portion of Tanzania. Residing in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, tribe members constantly seek new grazing areas for their cattle. Cattle are of great importance to the Masai, providing not only a source of food, but also serving as a symbol of wealth and prestige for their owners. The Masai wear a single toga-like piece of clothing, usually a bright red or blue.
Animal Life
Africa is well known for its native wildlife, and there are few places it is more robust than in the great grass plains of the Tanzanian wilderness. Here you will find herds of zebra, wildebeest and gazelle, cheetahs, lions, leopards, elephants and ostriches. One of the main reasons to visit Tanzania is to witness the wildebeest migration, which makes its way south and west through the Serengeti in the early part of each year (January through March). During the long dry season, June through October, the country’s northern parks are fantastic.
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The Ngorongoro Crater is rich with wildlife, including the densest predator population in Africa. The crater is home to up to 25,000 large mammals, mainly grazers - gazelle, buffalo, eland, hartebeest, and warthog. Many of the world’s flamingos live in the alkaline lakes of the Crater’s floor.

The Serengeti contains an estimated 3 million large animals, making it one of the last great wildlife preserves in the world. These animals take part in a phenomenal seasonal migration, an incredible concentration of moving animals. As the dry season approaches, the herbivores– mainly wildebeest, zebra, and gazelle– gather and move together to seek out new grazing lands and water. Following closely are the animals of prey. The cycle of migration repeats endlessly each year as the wet season gives way to dry.

You will take private game drives through the parks using specially adapted vehicles into unfrequented wildlife territory. Alternatively, walking safaris, led by an experienced armed guide give you the opportunity to “touch the wild.” Expert local guides instruct you on the wildlife and the habitat. Here you will discover some of the most exciting wildlife in the world and observe these magnificent creatures in their natural habitat with thrilling close-to-the-animals adventures.
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