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When we were in school, textbooks were generally in-
formative, but uninteresting. We want this text to be
both informative and fun, and we worked hard to ac-
complish this goal. We wrote this book to share with
students the excitement, the joy, and the challenges
we feel about teaching as well as the importance of
fairness and justice in school and society.

Teachers, Schools, and Society is designed for intro-
ductory courses in teacher education variously labeled
Introduction to Education, Introduction to Teaching,
Schools and Society, or Foundations of Education.
Whatever the label, the primary intent of such a
course is to provide a sufficiently broad yet detailed
exposure to the realities of teaching and the role of
education in our society. The text will help students
answer those all-important questions: Do I want to
become a teacher? What do I need to become the best
teacher possible? What should a professional in the
field of education know? To help students answer
these questions, we offer a panoramic and (we hope)
stimulating view of education.

With this eighth edition, our basic goal remains
unchanged: to write a book students want to read, not
have to read. While we continue to work hard to pro-
vide content coverage that is both current and invit-
ing, we work just as hard to create an engaging book,
one that will turn students on to the possibilities of
a career in the classroom.

Content Coverage

The text views education from several vantage points.
In Part I of the text, readers will see the world of
schools, teachers and students from the teacher’s side
of the desk. Part II explores the purposes of schools,
daily life in school, and the obvious, and not so
obvious, lessons taught in school. Part III examines
the broad forces—historical, philosophical, legal, and
financial—that shape the foundations of our educa-
tional system. In Part IV, students’ field of vision will
focus on teaching, the classroom, and the continuing
steps in becoming a teacher.

Hallmarks of Teachers,
Schools, and Society
Several themes and resources have become the hall-
marks of Teachers, Schools, and Society.

Focus on Fairness

Issues of social justice and equity are at the core of
Teachers, School, and Society. Students examine the
racial, economic, social, and gender issues that erect
barriers to equal opportunity. While discussions of
equity are integrated throughout the text, several
chapters are uniquely devoted to diversity. Chapter 3,
Culturally Responsive Teaching, is a new chapter that in-
troduces readers to bilingual education, multicultural
education, and culturally responsive teaching. Stu-
dents have an opportunity to acquire some helpful
skills on the road to understanding and teaching di-
verse students. Chapter 7, The History of American Edu-
cation, has been expanded to include a chronological
overview of the history of schooling and the educa-
tional struggles faced by many Americans, including
students of color and women.

Topics Updated to Reflect Today’s

Environment

With each edition of Teachers, Schools, and Society,
our goal is expose students to the issues facing edu-
cation today. Topics receiving special attention in
this edition include culturally responsive teaching,
single-sex schooling, relational aggression, the on-
going debate on Intelligent Design versus Evolution,
the economic impact on schools of poor versus
wealthy communities, the growing influence of busi-
ness in schools, bullying, and the impact of stan-
dardized testing on teaching and learning. The
curriculum discussion includes examples of more
authentic, meaningful learning.
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Diverse Voices and Experiences

Multicultural and gender issues have always been a
major thread of Teachers, Schools, and Society, and con-
tinue to be a major theme in this edition. Student di-
versity, which may be the single most critical issue fac-
ing our schools in the decades ahead, is a powerful
focus integrated throughout the text, as is the educa-
tional history of many ethnic and racial groups. Issues
of multicultural education, culturally responsive
teaching, and diversity in learning are fundamental
and infused in every chapter. The text also provides
several explanations of group differences in academic
performance, as well as some practical strategies for
nonracist, nonsexist teaching. We argue that only
through recognizing and appreciating diversity can
teaching be both effective and joyful.

Annotated Instructor’s Edition

The Annotated Instructor’s Edition provides a wealth
of resources that supports teaching and learning with
the eighth edition. It offers instructors easily imple-
mented suggestions for how and when to use the
many supplements that accompany this text.
Whether you teach a large lecture or a small section,
the text-specific supplements, practical teaching
ideas, and Annotated Instructor’s Edition provide the
kinds of support that can make every class a success.

New to This Edition

In an effort to provide the most current coverage
in the most engaging manner, there are several major
revisions in this eighth edition of Teachers, Schools,
and Society.

Expanded Coverage of Diversity

Building on the diversity theme, the eighth edition
expands the discussion of diversity from one chapter
(formerly Chapter 2) into two (now Chapters 2 and 3).
Moreover, students are given the opportunity to de-
velop some skills for culturally responsive teaching. The
content from the Struggle for Educational Opportunity
chapter is now integrated throughout as appropriate.

The new two-chapter introduction to student di-
versity begins with Chapter 2, Different Ways of Learn-
ing, a chapter on individual diversity that explores
learning styles, multiple intelligences, emotional in-

telligence, and exceptional learners. Chapter 3, Cultur-
ally Responsive Teaching, continues the introduction by
examining topics including student cultural and
racial diversity, bilingual education, multicultural ed-
ucation, and culturally responsive teaching. This
chapter discusses the knowledge, skills, and attitudes
at the foundation of culturally responsive teaching. It
then explores the differences between stereotypes and
generalizations to help future teachers begin down
the path of culturally responsive teachers.

In order to provide as contextual a discussion as
possible, the content from The Struggle for Educa-
tional Opportunity chapter present in previous edi-
tions has been integrated into other chapters. For
example, the histories of different groups now appear
in Chapter 7, The History of American Education, and
discussions of children at risk are presented in Chap-
ter 5, Student Life in School and At Home.

Streamlined Coverage of Curriculum

Previously discussed in two chapters, curriculum,
standards, and testing are now presented in a single
chapter, Chapter 6, Curriculum, Standards, and Testing.
This revision allows for a more streamlined discussion
of the topics. The chapter highlights the reciprocal re-
lationship between what is taught in schools and so-
ciopolitical influences on schools. We explore curricu-
lar controversies, including censorship, evolution and
intelligent design, and cultural literacy. We also take a
critical look at the current emphasis on standards and
testing promoted through the No Child Left Behind leg-
islation. We carefully summarize the arguments both
for and against the standards and testing movement,
and then offer our suggestions for more meaningful
learning, more diverse assessments, and a more posi-
tive school climate.

Integration of Technology Coverage

In other textbooks, and in earlier editions of Teachers,
Schools and Society, technology receives a chapter all to
itself. Technology has finally come of age and is inte-
grated throughout this edition. This approach recog-
nizes the acceptance of technology as an organic part
of schools and learning. That is not to say that tech-
nology is an educational panacea—far from it. The
jury is still out on the pros and cons of technology’s
influence on learning. But it is no longer a novelty,
and we no longer treat it as a novelty. Technology is
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now integrated throughout the book, in chapters on
teaching, curriculum, and other aspects of schooling.

PrepCenter

PrepCenter is a new instructor resource that houses text-
book resources that you may want to use in your class
lectures or discussions. Each of these resources is search-
able by Chapter, Concept, Resource Type (PowerPoint
Presentation, Video Clip, etc.), and related INTASC stan-
dard. Once you select a resource you would like to in-
corporate into your class, simply download it onto your
computer for easy access during your class. See the tabs
throughout this annotated instructor’s edition for full
listings of the resources available on PrepCenter.

The Teachers, Schools, and

Society Reader
Unlike other texts that offer an accompanying book of
readings, The Teachers, Schools, and Society Reader is
both free and closely coordinated with content from
the each chapter in the text. It includes a collection of
readings, case studies, and classroom observation video
clips designed to expand students’ understanding of
key topics and present different viewpoints and opin-
ions on current issues in education. Each selection in
the reader begins with a brief overview and concludes
by posing several analysis questions for consideration.
Consider the reader a second book, lighter to carry, free
of charge, and containing hand-selected readings, case
studies, and classroom observation videos.

Updated and Expanded Coverage

and Research

Research supporting discussions in the text has been
updated wherever possible. New to this edition is the
Imagine . . . feature, which replaces In the News. This
feature shares information and ideas designed to
stretch the reader’s thinking. In addition to the above,
we added or expanded discussions of several topics, in-
cluding views of teacher education, gender as a learning
style, single-sex education, GLBT students, gifted educa-
tion, influence of businesses on schools, adolescent
society, identity in middle school, poverty, substance
abuse, bullying, No Child Left Behind, blending educa-
tional philosophies, online assessments/interviews,
merit pay, alternatives to earning a teacher’s license,
and teacher competency tests.

The Courage to Teach: A Final Word
In this new Afterword, we do what textbook authors
rarely do: ask readers to take a moment and listen to
their hearts. For in the end, the most exciting text-
book chapters revealing the most intriguing informa-
tion are far less important than the answer to one
question: Is teaching right for me? We share the diary
of a new, courageous urban middle-school teacher to
help readers tap into their hearts and discover if they
feel an authentic call to teach.
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