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Hallmarks of Teachers,
Schools, and Society

Several themes and resources have become the hall-
marks of Teachers, Schools, and Society.

Focus on Fairness

Issues of social justice and equity are at the core of
Teachers, School, and Society. Students examine the
racial, economic, social, and gender issues that erect
barriers to equal opportunity. While discussions of
equity are integrated throughout the text, several
chapters are uniquely devoted to diversity. Chapter 3,
Culturally Responsive Teaching, is a new chapter that in-
troduces readers to bilingual education, multicultural
education, and culturally responsive teaching. Stu-
dents have an opportunity to acquire some helpful
skills on the road to understanding and teaching di-
verse students. Chapter 7, The History of American Edu-
cation, has been expanded to include a chronological
overview of the history of schooling and the educa-
tional struggles faced by many Americans, including
students of color and women.

Topics Updated to Reflect Today's
Environment

With each edition of Teachers, Schools, and Society,
our goal is expose students to the issues facing edu-
cation today. Topics receiving special attention in
this edition include culturally responsive teaching,
single-sex schooling, relational aggression, the on-
going debate on Intelligent Design versus Evolution,
the economic impact on schools of poor versus
wealthy communities, the growing influence of busi-
ness in schools, bullying, and the impact of stan-
dardized testing on teaching and learning. The
curriculum discussion includes examples of more
authentic, meaningful learning.
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iverse Voices and Experiences

Multicultural and gender issues have always been a
major thread of Teachers, Schools, and Society, and con-
tinue to be a major theme in this edition. Student di-
versity, which may be the single most critical issue fac-
ing our schools in the decades ahead, is a powerful
focus integrated throughout the text, as is the educa-
tional history of many ethnic and racial groups. Issues
of multicultural education, culturally responsive
teaching, and diversity in learning are fundamental
and infused in every chapter. The text also provides
several explanations of group differences in academic
performance, as well as some practical strategies for
nonracist, nonsexist teaching. We argue that only
through recognizing and appreciating diversity can
teaching be both effective and joyful.

Annotated Instructor’s Edition

The Annotated Instructor’s Edition provides a wealth
of resources that supports teaching and learning with
the eighth edition. It offers instructors easily imple-
mented suggestions for how and when to use the
many supplements that accompany this text.
Whether you teach a large lecture or a small section,
the text-specific supplements, practical teaching
ideas, and Annotated Instructor’s Edition provide the
kinds of support that can make every class a success.

New to This Edition

In an effort to provide the most current coverage
in the most engaging manner, there are several major
revisions in this eighth edition of Teachers, Schools,
and Society.

Expanded Coverage of Diversity

Building on the diversity theme, the eighth edition
expands the discussion of diversity from one chapter
(formerly Chapter 2) into two (now Chapters 2 and 3).
Moreover, students are given the opportunity to de-
velop some skills for culturally responsive teaching. The
content from the Struggle for Educational Opportunity
chapter is now integrated throughout as appropriate.
The new two-chapter introduction to student di-
versity begins with Chapter 2, Different Ways of Learn-
ing, a chapter on individual diversity that explores
learning styles, multiple intelligences, emotional in-
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The Courage to Teach: A Final Word

In this new Afterword, we do what textbook authors
rarely do: ask readers to take a moment and listen to
their hearts. For in the end, the most exciting text-
book chapters revealing the most intriguing informa-
tion are far less important than the answer to one
question: Is teaching right for me? We share the diary
of a new, courageous urban middle-school teacher to
help readers tap into their hearts and discover if they
feel an authentic call to teach.
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Teachers, Schools and Society was originally in-
spired by a wonderful woman—Myra Sadker. David’s
late wife coauthored the original hardback editions of
the text for more than a decade. She was always the
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