Listening Guide 1.2

“It Never Entered My Mind” 4 beats per measure

Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description


0:00
Intro

Full band (4 measures)

0:10
Chorus 1

Voice enters (34 measures: AABA 8 1 8 1 8 1 10)
1:34
Chorus 2

New lyric, two-bar extension of last A (humming), last two measures elongated to four for ending
3:07
End
Analysis of “It Never Entered My Mind” 
(American Popular Song, 5/6)

The singer on this recording is Shirley Ross, who introduced “It Never Entered My Mind” in the unsuccessful 1940 stage musical Higher and Higher. The performance is quite straight, true to the original sheet music. This recording does offer the rarely heard second chorus lyric.

Richard Rodgers’s melodies are often constructed from an almost relentless repetition of short melodic or rhythmic fragments. Such is the case with “It Never Entered My Mind,” where five of the eight measures in the first A section (measures two through six) use the same three- and four-note descending scale pattern. Likewise, on the bridge, or B section, the 1234 rhythmic pattern occupies six measures of the eight-measure section (measures 1–4 and 7–8). In this particular song, the harmony is equally repetitive. The A section regularly oscillates between two chords every two beats. The form of the song is a 34 measure AABA song form. The last A section has one additional two-bar phrase spliced between the usual six and seventh measures.

Lyricist Lorenz Hart always wrote words to Rodgers’ completed music, not before or while the music was written. Influenced in large part by the repetitiveness of the song, Hart had a penchant for frequently occurring rhymes, especially triple rhymes. He was famous among his peers for the clever way in which he aligned his rhymed stresses with those created by the melodic contour or rhythmic emphasis in the music. Technical matters aside, Hart was also at the vanguard of the urbane, sophisticated style of lyric that gave a cynical, aloof flavor to even the most tender of heartache songs. Here again, “It Never Entered My Mind” is exemplary. The protagonist is abandoned and hurt by her lover. But instead of saying it with poetic utterances, Hart uses mundane and decidedly unromantic images, such as single orders of orange juice. In this way, Hart immediately reaches listeners with unglamorous, common associations we all make in our own experiences.

