Listening Guide 12.2

“Walking the Floor Over You” 2 beats per measure

Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description


0:00
Intro
Electric lead guitar, based on verse (16 measures)


0:16
Verse 1
Vocal (16 measures 1 1 measure extension)


0:34
Chorus
Vocal (16 measures)


0:51
Instr. verse 1
Electric lead guitar (16 measures)


1:07
Verse 2
Vocal (16 measures 1 1 measure extension)


1:24
Chorus
Vocal (16 measures)


1:42
Instr. verse 2
Electric lead guitar (16 measures)


1:57
Verse 3
Vocal (16 measures 1 1 measure extension)


2:14
Chorus
Vocal (16 measures)


2:31
End
Analysis of “Walking the Floor Over You” 
(SCCCM, 7/1, CD 1/23)

The first feature exemplified in this performance is honky tonk country music’s distinctive instrumentation and the role of those instruments. There is no drummer; an acoustic guitarist keeps the rhythm. The prominent instrument is the electrically amplified guitar, sharing equal space in the limelight with Ernest Tubb’s vocal.

The subject matter of “Walking the Floor Over You” foreshadows the scandalous and remorseful cheating and drinking songs of future honky tonk artists. Yet this early in the development of honky tonk (1941), the singer’s emotional situation is not as graphically depicted. Tubb’s vocal presentation is, in fact, rather pleasant and upbeat, regardless of the heartache expressed in the lyric.

