
  Exploring Personalized Learning   
  Exploring Writing  emphasizes personalized learning. Powered by  Connect 
Writing , students gain access to our groundbreaking personalized learning 
plan, which helps students become aware of what they already know and 
what they need to practice. A self-study tool, its cutting-edge, continually 
adaptive technology and exclusive time-management features make stu-
dents more productive, keep them on track, and give them the writing skills 
needed for all their college courses.  

 With a baseline adaptive diagnostic that assesses student proficiencies in five core areas of 
grammar and mechanics, students can generate a unique learning plan tailored to address their 
specific needs in the allotted time. Students receive a personalized program of writing lessons, 
videos, animations, and interactive exercises to improve their skills and are offered immediate 
feedback on their work. With an engine that incorporates metacognitive learning theory and 
provides ongoing diagnosis for every learning objective, the personal learning plan continually 
adapts with each student interaction, while built-in time management tools ensure that students 
achieve their course goals. This personalized, constantly assessing and adapting online environ-
ment increases student readiness, motivation, and confidence, and allows classroom instruction 
to focus on thoughtful and critical writing processes. 
  Personalized learning plan icons, like the one above, are integrated throughout the chapters.        The 
detailed Table of Contents also contains a Connect Writing 2.0 Personalized Learning Plan Correlation 
Guide for Part Three. It lists related individual learning topics in the Connect personalized learning 
plan.

  Exploring Personal, Academic, and Workplace Writing  
  Exploring Writing  is flexible. Throughout  Paragraphs and Essays,  students are exposed to 
examples of writing that reflect the three key realms of their lives—personal, academic, 
and workplace. They will find the models, activities, and examples for any writing 
situation. Parts Two and Three, for example, include new sample paragraphs reflecting 
academic and workplace writing while continuing to offer familiar as well as updated 
personal writing examples. This variety provides great flexibility in the kinds of assign-
ments you prefer to give. Icons identifying personal, academic, and workplace writing 
are integrated throughout the chapters.   

  Preface 
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  Exploring and Mastering the Four Bases: Unity, 
Support, Coherence, Sentence Skills  
  Exploring Writing  emphasizes writing skills and process. By referring to a set of four skills for effective 
writing,  Exploring Writing  encourages new writers to see writing as a skill that can be learned and a 
process that must be explored. The four skills, or bases, for effective writing are as follows: 

   •      Unity:  Discover a clearly stated point or topic sentence, and make sure that all other information 
in the paragraph or essay supports that point.  

   •      Support:  Support the points with specific evidence, and plenty of it.  

   •      Coherence:  Organize and connect supporting evidence so that paragraphs and essays transition 
smoothly from one bit of supporting information to the next.  

   •      Sentence skills:  Revise and edit so that sentences are error-free for clearer and more effective 
communication.    

 The four bases are essential to effective writing, whether it be a narrative paragraph, a cover letter for 
a job application, or an essay assignment.   
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COHERENCE 

Organize and connect supporting 
evidence so that paragraphs and essays 
transition smoothly from one bit of 
 supporting information to the next.

UNITY 

Discover a clearly stated point, or topic 
sentence, and make sure all the other 
information in the paragraph or essay is 
in support of that point.

SENTENCE SKILLS

Revise and edit so that sentences  
are error-free for clearer and more 
effective communication. 

SUPPORT

Support points with specific evidence, 
and plenty of it.
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 In addition to incorporating the personalized learning plan, maintain-
ing the four bases framework, and continuing to build in many familiar 
personal writing examples,  Exploring Writing: Paragraphs and Essays 3/e  in-
cludes the following chapter-by-chapter changes: 

  Part One: Writing Skills and Process  
   •     New sample paragraphs that reflect academic and workplace writing  
   •     Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person    

  Part Two: Basic Principles of Effective Writing  
   •     New sample paragraphs that reflect academic and workplace writing  
   •     Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person    

  Part Three: Paragraph Development  
   •     Updated personal writing examples  
   •     New sample paragraphs that reflect academic and workplace writing  
   •     New Activities and Writing Assignments that reflect academic and 

workplace writing  
   •     Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person    

  Part Four: Essay Development 

  Chapter 15: Introduction to Essay Development 
   •     Revised presentation of the term “essay,” including explanation of 

“thesis” and coverage of essays with more than three supporting 
paragraphs  

   •     New explanation of the role of mixed modes in essay writing  
   •     New explanation about limited use of second-person in writing   

  Chapter 16: Writing the Essay 
   •     Coverage of essays with more than three supporting paragraphs  
   •     Updated, revised full-length sample essay  
   •     Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person   

  Chapter 17: Introductions, Conclusions, and Titles 
   •     Revised treatment of the use of questions in essay structuring  
   •     New Activities and Writing Assignments that reflect academic and 

workplace writing  
   •     Inclusion of multiple across-chapter cross-references to related topics   
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  Chapter 18: Patterns of Essay Development 
   •     Chapter overhauled  
   •     New introductory text for each pattern with explanation of how 

multiple modes function together in one essay  
   •     All nine sample essays now emphasize one pattern or mode, but 

include other modes as well to better reflect real writing  
   •    Revised essay questions, with inclusion of Main Idea, Author’s 

Purpose, and Mixed Modes questions for each essay  
   •     New directions for reading, analyzing, and interacting with each essay  
   •     New sample essays and Writing Assignments that reflect academic and 

workplace writing  
   •     Revised writing samples to eliminate use of second-person  
   •     Inclusion of multiple across-chapter cross-references to related topics   

  Chapter 20: Writing a Research Paper 
   •     Updated formatting for sample student paper to better represent 

academic expectations    

  Part Five: Handbook of Sentence Skills  
   •     Grammar activities and exercises rewritten to incorporate academic 

and workplace-related themes  
   •     Review Tests reworked to incorporate academic and workplace-related 

themes  
   •     Revised material frequently focused on one issue so that it reads as a 

unified passage rather than a set of disconnected statements  
   •     Improved coverage of certain key grammar topics, such as 

subordinating words and verb forms   
   •     Targeted instruction on e-mail writing and etiquette  
   •     Inclusion of multiple across-chapter cross-references to related topics    

  Part Six: Readings for Writers  
   •     Readings updated to include four new selections by diverse and well-

respected authors:  

       “Superman and Me” by Sherman Alexie  
       “Straw into Gold: The Metamorphosis of the Everyday” by Sandra 
Cisneros  
       “Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan  
       “Advice to Youth” by Mark Twain  

   •     Each new reading accompanied by a new full set of questions and 
assignments  

   •     All assignments reflect either personal, academic, or workplace-related 
themes       

Appendixes
• New appendix presents formal e-mail model, along with guidelines for 

writing e-mails 
• New appendix provides lists of most common transition words and 

phrases

CHAPTER-BY-CHAPTER CHANGES xxv
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Book-Specific Supplements for Instructors
The Annotated Instructor’s Edition (ISBN 007-741128-5) consists of the 
student text, complete with answers to all activities and tests. 

The Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/langan) offers a number 
of instructional materials including an instructor’s manual, test bank, and 
PowerPoint ® slides that may be tailored to course needs.

Connect Writing 2.0
Described in more detail inside the cover, this online site provides a 
personalized learning plan that continually diagnoses and adapts lessons 
and questions to students’ strengths and weaknesses within the five core 
areas of grammar and mechanics. 

Additionally, it offers digital tools developed by composition experts 
that support and engage your students with a variety of course activities, 
including: group assignments, discussion board assignments, web-based 
assignments, blog assignments, writing assignments with peer review 
and commenting.

Connect LMS Integration
Connect Writing integrates with your local Learning Management System 
(Blackboard, Desire2Learn, and others.) 

McGraw-Hill Campus™ is a new one-stop teaching and learning 
experience available to users of any learning management system. This 
complimentary integration allows faculty and students to enjoy single 
sign-on (SSO) access to all McGraw-Hill Higher Education materials and 
synchronized grade-book with our award-winning McGraw-Hill Connect 
platform. McGraw-Hill Campus provides faculty with instant access 
to all McGraw-Hill Higher Education teaching materials (eTextbooks, 
test banks, PowerPoint slides, animations and learning objects, and so 
on), allowing them to browse, search, and use any instructor ancillary 
content in our vast library at no additional cost to the instructor or 
students. Students enjoy SSO access to a variety of free (quizzes, flash 
cards, narrated presentations, and so on) and subscription-based products 
(McGraw-Hill Connect). With this integration enabled, faculty and 
students will never need to create another account to access McGraw-Hill 
products and services. For more information on McGraw-Hill Campus 
please visit our Web site at “http://www.mhcampus.com” or contact your 
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EXPLORING THE COURSE YOU WANT TO TEACH xxvii

local McGraw-Hill representative to find out more about installations on 
your campus.

Create the Perfect Course 
Materials with Create™

Your courses evolve over time, shouldn’t your course 
material? 

With McGraw-Hill Create™, you can easily arrange your book to align 
with the syllabus, eliminate chapters you do not assign, combine material 
from other content sources, and quickly upload content you have written, 
such as your course syllabus or teaching notes to enhance the value of 
course materials for your students. By visiting www.mcgrawhillcreate
.com, you may select content by discipline or collection, including 
chapters from 4,000 textbooks, 5,500 articles, 25,000 cases, and 11,000 
readings. You control the net price of the book as you build it and have 
the opportunity to choose format: color, black and white, and eBook. 
When you build a CREATE book, you’ll receive a complimentary print 
review copy in 3 to 5 business days or a complimentary electronic review 
copy (eComp) via e-mail in about one hour.

Go to www.mcgrawhillcreate.com and register today!

Customize Exploring Writing in 
CreateTM with Bonus Content
In addition to reordering and eliminating chapters in Exploring Writing: 
Paragraphs and Essays, adding your own materials, or adding chapters 
from other McGraw-Hill textbooks, you may customize the readings 
in Part Six by eliminating or adding readings from other Langan titles 
or from other McGraw-Hill collections such as The Ideal Reader (800 
readings by author, genre, mode, theme, and discipline), Annual Editions 
(5,500 articles from journals and periodicals), Traditions (readings in the 
humanities), Sustainability (readings with an environment focus), and 
American History and World Civilization Documents (primary sources 
including maps, charters, letters, memoirs, and essays).

Bonus content also includes an Appendix on Writing Résumés and Cover 
Letters and more.

McGraw-Hill Create™ ExpressBooks facilitate customizing your book 
more quickly and easily. To quickly view the possibilities for customizing 
your book, visit www.mcgrawhillcreate.com and enter “Exploring 
Writing” under the Find Content tab. Once you select the current edition 
of your chosen Exploring Writing book, click on the “View Related 
ExpressBooks” button or ExpressBooks tab to see options. ExpressBooks 
contain a combination of pre-selected chapters, articles, cases, or readings 
that serve as a starting point to help you quickly and easily build your 
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own text. These helpful templates are built using content available on 
Create and organized in ways that match various course outlines. We 
understand that you have a unique perspective. Use McGraw-Hill Create 
ExpressBooks to build the book you’ve only imagined!

Tegrity
Tegrity Campus is a service that makes class time 
available all the time by automatically capturing 

every lecture in a searchable format for students to review when they 
study and complete assignments. With a simple one-click start and stop 
process, users capture all computer screens and corresponding audio. 
Students replay any part of any class with easy-to-use browser-based 
viewing on a PC or Mac. Educators know that the more students can 
see, hear, and experience class resources, the better they learn. With 
Tegrity Campus, students quickly recall key moments by using Tegrity 
Campus’s unique search feature. This search helps students efficiently 
find what they need, when they need it, across an entire semester of class 
recordings. Help turn all your students’ study time into learning moments 
immediately supported by your lecture.

CourseSmart®
This text is available as an eTextbook at www.
CourseSmart.com. At CourseSmart your students 

can take advantage of significant savings off the cost of a print textbook, 
reduce their impact on the environment, and gain access to powerful 
Web tools for learning. CourseSmart eTextbooks can be viewed online or 
downloaded to a computer. The eTextbooks allow students to do full text 
searches, add highlighting and notes, and share notes with classmates. 
CourseSmart has the largest selection of eTextbooks available anywhere. 
Visit www.CourseSmart.com to learn more and to try a sample chapter.
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Without the contributions and diligence of 
Zoe L. Albright of Metropolitan Community 
College—Longview, this edition would 
not have come to fruition. The quality 
of Exploring Writing is a testament to the 
suggestions and insights from instructors 
around the country. Many thanks to all of 
those who helped improve this project.
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